Imran Khan-led Pak govt is considering a
proposal to borrow gold from citizens to
increase the country's forex reserves that
remain on a sliding path despite taking
over $5bn in loans in 3 months, say reports

powers in a letter to President
Ebrahim Raisi published on Sunday

Covid-19 vaccination rates to live with
the pandemic as infections decline

govt's so-called ‘living with Covid'
plan, Downing Street indicates
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Palace. In a tweet, PM Modi
has wished her speedy rec

0% vote in 59 UP seats, rise
in turnout at Yadav bastion

63.4% Polllng In HIGHEST JUMP IN UOTIHG IN MAIHPURI

Punjab, Down
From 76.8% In '17

Times News NeTwork

Chandigarh/Lucknow: Pu-
njab recorded an extensive dip
in voter turnout from 76.8% in
2017 to 63.4% till 5pm on Sun-
day for the single-phase state
assembly polls, while the third

b BJP-SAD tie-up? Netas
keep options open, PAGE OPP

» Third phase of UP election
saw a turnout of approx 60%
in 59 constituencies across
16 districts of three regions
— parts of western UP,
Awadh and Bundelkhand

» According to EC, till 5 pm,
Mainpuri district recorded
highest jump in polling
percentage by 1.9, followed
by Etah 1.1, Kasganj 0.4%
and Auraiya 0.05 %

» Punjab witnessed 63.4%
polling on Sunday till 5 pm

SP patron M uEa:,ram blesses
younger brother Shivpal Yadav

for the single-phase polis to
decide fate of 1,304 candidates,
including 93 women & two
transgenders, contesting from
117 constituencies. Not a single
case of poll disruption reported

round of UP elections saw a
marginal drop in polling at
60%, as opposed to 62.2% five
vearsago. Figures are likely to
change marginally when the
ECupdates them on Monday,
Held under the shadow of
Covid that restricted rallies
and door-to-door canvassing as
well as a yearlongfarmers’ stir,
the Punjab election saw for the

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

States must have
power to recall
guv: Kerala govt

__\mu] repeated tussles
[ A\ with governor Arif Mo-
hammed Khan, Kerala go-
vernment has putforward a
recommendation to the
Centre that state assembli-
es should have powers tore-
call the governor. P10

Wankhede booked
over bar licence

criminal case has been fi1-

led against NCB's Mu-
mbai ex-zonal director Sam-
eerr Wankhede for allegedly
securing a bar licence frau-
dulently 25 vears ago. P10

New accreditation
rules arbitrary: EGI

“ditors Guild of India ur-
.ged government to with-
draw the new media accredi-
tatiﬂn rules, terming them
“vague and arbitrary” with
“draconian clauses”. P10

........................................

NE Delhi riots: Bail to
4 in 3 murder cases

Delhi court has granted

bail to four persons in
three murder cases related
to the northeast Delhi riots
after the sole witness did not
identify theaccused.P7

Cop traces z17L gold
forgotten on train

guick-thinking cop rec-

ently helped a family
trace their jewellery worth
Rs17 lakh left behind on the
Chennai Express after it re-
ached Mumbai. P18
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first time in the state’s history
a multi-cornered fight as new
political combinations sprang
up ahead of the polls. The key
playvers include Congress, ma-
in opposition party AAPE the
SAD-BSF alliance, and the coa-
lition of BJE ex-CM Amarin-
der Singh's Punjab Lok Cong-
ress and Rajva Sabha member
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa's Shi-

KCR meets Pawar,
Uddhav in Mum to
discuss non-BJP,
non-Cong front

Mumbai: Embattled Telanga-
na CM K Chandrasekhar Rao
on Sunday flew into Mumbai
tomeet his Maharashtra coun-
terpart Uddhav Thackeray
and NCP president Sharad Pa-
war for drafting a new agenda
for setting up a non-BJF, non-
Congress front with ‘like-min-
ded’ parties. There was unani-
mity among the three leaders
om the urgent need for a ‘pari-
vartan’ (change), reports
Prafulla Marpakwar.

The Telangana CM said
Pawar “should take a lead in
the formation of the front™.

Attacking the NDA go-
vernment over the “politics
of revenge”, Thackeray said:
“Wenever believed in politics
of revenge, it was neither
Hindutva nor Indian cultu-
re... It's a worsening political
environment, We have fo
bring our country on the
right path. Who will be the
PM can be discussed later. We
will meet many political lea-
ders from today onwards”,

> ‘Working on a plan’, P 11

‘Def consuitant’
arrested for
duping bizmen

T "he Delhi Police has arres-

ted a “defence consul-
tant” who duped scores of
businessmen of crores of ru-
pees on the pretext of hel-
ping them bag orders in the
defence ministry, internatio-
nal establishments and Ar-
my canteens. The accused, K
Venkata Krishna Murthi
(58), a resident of Dehradun,
is a chemical engineer who
posed as an IITian having
links with top officials of
DRDO, police said.

Initial probe revealed
that Murthi duped at least 31
people of roughly Rs 3.9 cro-
re. “He charged a ‘consultan-
cy fee' at various stages (of
tenders) while assuring the
victims of a refund if they
didn’t get the order. He would
then disappear with the mo-
ney,” joint CP{EOW)Chhaya
Sharmasaid. ww P8

DHULL'S DOUBLE DELIGHT DEBUT

India's U-19 World Cup-winning captain Yash Dhull became only
the third batter in history after Gujarat's Nari Contractor

(1952-53) and Maharashtra’s Virag Awate (2012-13) to score
a hundred in each innings on Ranji Trophy debut

202 balls) and Dhruv Shorey
(107 off 165 balls) took Delhi
to 228 for no loss in the 2nd
innings against Tamil
Nadu before the players
shook hands for a draw

» Dhull is the Tth

Delhi batsman to

post a century in  Yash
each innings of a  Dhull
Ranji match, _
joining MAK
Pataudi (vs

India (184/5) beat West Indies
(167/9) by 17 runs in the

3rd T201 and achieved a rare
‘double’ after earlier trouncing
the visitors 3-0 in the ODls.

» Delhi’s Dhull (113 not out off

Services, 1964-65), Surinder

Khanna (vs K'taka, 1978-79),

Madan Lal (vs Rlys, 1980-81),

Ajay Sharma (vs Rlys, 1995-

96), Raman Lamba (vs Maha,

1996-97) and Rishabh Pant
(vs J'khand, 2016-17)

» In Ahd, less than
a day after being
dropped from

India’s Test
/ squad, Pujara
struck an 83-ball
By 91 for Saurashtra

India Win T20 Senes 3-0, I:lu A ‘Double’ On WI

Suryakumar Yadav (65 off 31
balls) put on 91 with Venkatesh
lyer (35 off 19) for 5th wkt as
India scored 86 in last 5 overs

FULL COVERAGE P 15

romani Akali Dal (Sanvukt).
Farmers’ political outfit Sany-
ukt Samaj Morcha has also
thrown in its hat for the first ti-
me. Sunday’s vote will decide
the fate of 1,304 candidates, in-
cluding 93 women and two
transgender aspirants, contes-
tingfrom 117 constituencies.

»Mansa repeats history, P 11

Amid reunion,
Karhal’s best
turnout since '74

"arhal, the bastion of SP's
\ first family, on Sunday re-
gistered 62.3% turnout, the se-
cond highest in its history The
highest turnout was in 1974
when the constituency had wit-
nessed 71.4% polling. SP chief
Alkhilesh Yadav is contesting
from this high-profile seat whi-
le BJP has fielded Union mini-
ster Satva Pal Singh Baghel,
whoisalsoanex-PSOof SP pat-
riarch Mulayam Singh Yadaw,
Meanwhile, the Yadav clan
unitedly queued up to vote in
their backyard Saifai on Sun-
day, dousing any undercurrent
of tension. With an ailing Mu-
layvam, who was wheeled into a
booth at noon to cast vote, ser-
ving as the glue, the entire fa-
mily had fallen in line, PAGE OPP

PM slams SP, Cong: ‘Some
parties kind to terrorists,
shield them for votebank’

Pankaj.Shah@timesgroup.com

Hardoi/Lucknow: PM Na-
rendra Modi on Sunday hailed
the conviction of 49 people In
the Ahmedabad serial blasts
case, calling it the fulfilment of
his vow “to bring the perpetra-
tors of jihadi terrorism to jus-
tice” and contrasting B.JP's
commitment to the country
with SP’s alleged image as “a
patron of terrorists”.

pDad dies day after Pune
techie’s acquittal, P 10

| picked up the blood-
soaked soil and took
a vow that my govt will track
these terrorists even from
‘paataal’ (nether world) and
punish them... Have you
seen the poll symbol of SP?
All the bombs in the
initial blasts were
planted on bicycles. =
| am so surprised, 7/ "
why did they use
bicycles?
— PM Modi

Modi said while BJP was
committed to uplift the poor
and focused on national secu-
rity, parties like Akhilesh Ya-
dav’s SP had been “kind to ter-
rorists”. “I maintained silen-
ce for so many vears since the
Ahmedabad serial blasts case
was being heard in court,” he
said. “Today, I am referring to
this because these parties ha-
ve been shielding terrorists
just for the sake of protecting
their vote bank, which is a ve-
ry dangerous pattern.” he sa-
id. "The blasts took place

Yogi's been better CM

than | was: Rajnath

1' efence minister Rajnath

Singh on Sunday candidly
admitted that Yogi Adityanath
has been a better CM of UP
than he was. PAGE OPP

when I was the CM of Gujarat.
I can never forget that day
when the earth was reddened
by the blood of the vietims...”

p ‘Seen SP’s symbol', P 11

Girls in 2 K’taka colleges
‘agree’ to take practical
tests today without hijab

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The pre-universi-
ty (PU) 1l practical exams for
science students in Bengaluru
Northarescheduledtostarton
Monday amid the hijab row in
Karnataka, with education de-
partment officials claiming
that students of the minority
community have agreed not to
wear the religious headscart
while taking the test.

“The Government PU Col-
lege In Yelahanka and Bapu
PU College in Yeshwantpur
faced (hijab) protests. I went
to both and convinced the stu-
dents. I told them we have to
respect the high court’s inte-
rim order,” Sriram GK, depu-
tyv director of PU education of
Bangalore North, said.

‘Take action for child

rights violation’

he Karnataka State Com-

mission for Protection of
Child Rights has asked police
to initiate action against some
journalistsforallegedly violat-
ingchildren’srights by filming
them removing their burga
and hijab on school campuses,
and for also chasing students
in hijabs for photographs. P12

Girl students had protested
outside the Yelahanka college
Friday for not being allowed in
classrooms in hijab. The colle-
ge, which has no uniform, had
allowed girls in hijab in class-
rooms until the row broke out.

»Most took hall tickets, P 12

Two votes and
dark glasses for
conjoined twins

Amritsar: Amritsar-based
Sohan Singh and Mohan
Singh, who are joined at the
hip, exercised their franchise
for the first time in the Pun-
jab polls on Sunday. Officials
said the conjoined twins, tre-
ated as two separate voters,
were given dark glasses du-
ring voting to maintain the
secrecy of their ballots. The
twins said they areemploved
in Punjab State Power Cor-
poration Limited but

draw only one

salary. e L]

Khattar: Haryana
job quota won't
hit industries
l arvana CM Manohar Lal

Khattar has justified the
state’s 75% domicilequota in
private sector, saving the law
has been drafted carefully so

that the industry is not im-
pacted and at the same time

TOI INTERVIEW P 18

»Hry mulls amending
building bylaws, P 12

locals are benefited. Hisrem-
arks, in an interview to AK-
hilesh Singh, come days al-
terthe Supreme Court setas-
idethe HC s stay on the reser-
vation. “If industries don't
give jobs (to locals), what use
are they,” Khattar says. P18

Groom, 8 others
killed as SUV

falls into river

Z3-vear-old bridegroom

and his brother were
among nine people Killed af-
ter their SUV fell into Cham-
bal river from a bridge in Ra-
jasthan's Kota Sunday. Poli-
ce said the driver may have
lost control due to morning
drowsiness. The wedding
party from Sawai Madhopur
wason its way to Ujjain. P10

Delhi cop falls
to death on
wedding day

_ \ nuj Singh, 28, a constable
with Delhi Police, was
preparing toleave for his we-
dding venue in Ghaziabad
on Sunday when he received
a call during the rituals and
went up to the terrace of his
house in Meeruttotake it. He
slipped and fell while sp-
eaking and died before he co-
uld be taken to hospital. P10
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Omigone? Covid deaths nearly halve in
a week, sharp fall in cases continues

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

rd wave of Covid-19appears

hurtling towards an early
end. While cases continued to
fall sharply for thefourth week
running, deaths fromthe virus
reduced in the week ending
Sunday to a little over half the
number reported in the pre-
vious seven days.

As the country recorded a
second week of declining fata-
lities, there was a significant
drop in deaths in the current
week (February 14-20). India
saw 1,898 deaths in the week,
down 44 % from last week's toll
of 3,366. These figures exclude
deaths from earlier periods
that are being added to the toll.

I ndia's Omicron-driven thi-

784 L

FI.H.TTEHIHG FAST India’s Weelrly Cn'urld Humhers In 3rd Wave

972k

J3L

20-26 Jan2 39 10-16

Dec Dec27- Jan  Jan  Jan

17-23 2430 Feb& T7-13 14-20

Jan Jan3l- Feb  Feb

*Excludes deaths from earlier periods

US Omicron toll 176% higher than Delta’s

4 l 'he Omicron wave is breaking, but deaths have surpassed

the numbers from the Delta wave in the United States and
are about 176% higher In 14 states, the average daily death toll
is higher now than it was two weeks ago. P18

While fresh cases declined
for the fourth straight week,
each of the past two weeks ha-
ve seen infections dip by more
than half. India reported 1.73

lakh new cases this week,
down 56% from last week's tal-
Iv of 3.94 lakh.

»-16,820 daily cases, P 12
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THIS IS
FAKE

Mobile phones are
now prohibited in
Afghanistan, everyone
has to voluntarily
submit their phones to
Taliban government

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: During the 2010
Commonwealth Games, Delhi
government had beautified ro-
ads leading 1o sports venues by
sireetscaping, resurfacing of ro-
ads, streetlighting, etc. In the
past decade, the sleek informa-
tion panels, benches, toilets,
kinsks, etc have not only faced
the elements, but also vanda-
lism. Delhi government is now
working to bring back their Iust-
re and add more facilities.
Earlier, the area around In-
dira Gandhi Indoor Stadium,
which was the venue for wrest-
ling, cyeling and gymnastics

o

Share this fake news along
with your comment on
your social handles using
#TimesVerified, or log on

to www.timesverified.org events during CWG, and the
to share more trending fake stretch up to Moolchand in so-
news. Best comments stand ~ uth Delhi were taken up for

maintenance of infrastructu-
re, replacing missing facilities

a chance to feature in TOI
and the website, every week

The verification is valid for that
point in time and could change if
the situation changes or new facts
come to light. Some messages
cannot be unambiguously
characterised as “fake™ or “true”

and installing new street fur-
niture, The process has now
started onsimilar facilities ne-
ar and on roads leading to Dr
Karni Singh Shooting Range
and Siri Fort Sports Complex,
where badminton and squash

events were held.

Delhi Tourism and Trans-
portation Development Corpo-
ration Limited (DTTDC) has flo-
ated a tender for a concessionai-
re for maintenance, operation
and installation of street furni-
ture, primarily benches and
dustbins, on PWID roads on Bu-
ild-Operate-Transfer basis.

The bid document states that
during CWG, PWD had entrus-
ted the responsibility to DTTDC
for entering into concession ag-
reement for developing tempo-
rary or semi-permanent street
furniture, like traffic or police
booths, vending kiosks, public
toilets, free guards, dustbins, in-
formation panels, benches, free
standing panels, autorickshaw
prepaid booths, etce.

One of the clusters inclu-
ded Siri Fort Sports Complex
and Dr Karni Singh Shooting
Range. Maintenance work wo-
uld now be carried out on sec-
tions of August Kranti Marg,
siri Fort Road, Balbir Saxena
Marg and Mehrauli Badarpur
Road. The concessionaire can

Photo: Rajesh Mehta SRR L/ e gl | =
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7-star Swachhta ranking in sight, NDMC
plans 100% machine cleaning in Lutyens’

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: To get a seven-
star ranking in the forthco-
ming Swachhta Survekshan,
New Delhi Municipal Coun-
cilhaslaunched the initiative
of “100% mechanical swee-
ping” of Lutyens’ Zone.
NDMC vice-chairman Sa-
tish Upadhvay said in the first
phase mechanical sweeping
work would cover 14 blocks
and seven radial roads of
Connaught Place as it was the
higgest and most prominent
commercial market situated
in the heart of the capital. The
entire cleaning work of Con-
naught Place would be done
with the help of mechanised

W )
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chines, vacuum litter pickers
and other equipment.
“The need of the hour is

housekeeping through me-
chanical means instead of a
manual process on the lines

Tenders will be floated wit-
hin 3-4 months. In the second
phase, the project will be imp-
lemented for Hanuman Man-
dir Vatika and Baba Kharak
Singh Emporia Building
area,” said Upadhvay.
According tothe proposed
Standard Operating Proce-
dures, work at Connaught
Place would be divided into
seven parts covering the in-
ner, middle and outer circles,
radial roads, parking areas,
corridors, courtvards, public
plaza, footpaths and paved
areas, Sweeping, washing,
scrubbing and maintenance
work would be divided into
two parts. In the first dura-
tion, sweeping would be done

sweepers, pressure jetting ma- comprehensive planning of

of airport housekeeping. at night after shops close

from 11pm onwards. In the se-
cond duration, sweeping wo-
uld be done during dayvtime.

Currently, sweeping work
in parking areas, corridors,
courtvards and pavements
are carried out by workers of
the health department. Gree-
ningof thearea iscarried out
by the horticulture depart-
ment and mechanised swee-
ping of the main roads is do-
ne by the civil department.

The duration of the tender
wolld be of two vears. The pri-
vate company would use
scrubbing machines for corri-
dors and granite footpath of
the market and washing of
walls, railings and corners wo-
uld be done through pressure
jetting machines.

CWG-era Street Furniture Ready For Retouch

Installed In 2010 Near Sports Venues For Games, Govt Refurbishing Them; To Get Private Player For Upkeep

earn revenue through adverti-
sing on street furniture, ex-
cept benches and dustbins.

The concessionaire would
haveto install missingstreet fur-
niture and repair damaged
items in the same design and co-
lour of the existing ones. Howe-
ver, for benches and dustbins,
specifications and design could
be modified. Public toilets and
vending Kiosks would have to be
kept open for use by the public
during operational hours and
maintenance would be taken up
when permitted by authorities.

As partof the project, 108 new
dustbins, 31 new benches, 32 flag-
poles, five public toilets, six ven-
ding kiosks, 10 police booths and
four information panels would be
added. The street furniture would
be prefabricated, ideally with a
modular design, so that not only
minimal work would be done on-
site, but they would be easy to as-
gemble and shift. The furniture
would also be made vandal-proof
and steel benches would have wo-
oden cladding to save users from
heated or cold surfaces.

Beautify roundabouts for Azadi
Mahotsav by Mar, corpns told

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: All roundabouts
in the city will get a facelift by
the end of March, with direc-
tions issued by Union ministry
of urban development to all
three municipal corporations.
The issue came up in a mee-
ting held by the lieutenant go-
vernor Anil Baijal last week
over the ongoing plans and pro-
grams of celebrating 75 vears of
Independence in the city The
commissionersof the civic bodi-
es—South Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration, North Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation and East Delhi
Municipal Corporation were al-
so present in the meet, The cor-
porations were instructed on the
identification and then beautifi-

MINISTRY LETTER SAYS

The action plan
should actively

encourage citizens’
participation

cation of roundabouts under re-
spective jurisdictions.

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsavy’
(AKAM)isacentral initiativeto
celebrate and commemorate 75
vears of Independence. The mi-
nistry of housing and develop-
ment had earlier asked all the
state administrations to identi-
fy roundabouts for beautifica-
tion with a fixed timeline and
the theme of the celebration.

“The action plan should
actively encourage citizens’

participation,” said the mini-
stry’s letter to all the states.

The Centre has made the
initiative a part of the
Swachh Surveskshan, where
performance under this acti-
vity will also be assessed un-
der this year's ranking.

“Prepare an action plan for
beautification with a detailed
timeline for completion before
March 31, 2022, which should
encourage the maximum citi-
zen's participation,” says an
orderof the south corporation
toall its zonal offices.

During the meeting with Ba-
ijal, it was also announced that
the government would work on
printing a booklet in vernacu-
lar languages, detailing all the
activities for celebrating 75 ve-
arsof Independence.
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Chhattisgarh Police Housing Corporation Limited
Reg. Office: Old Police Headquarters, 5.1.B. Building,

Ciwil Lines, RAIPUR (C.G.),
Email ID:cgphcl.financei@gmail.com,
Ph. No. 0771-2331800 CIN : U45400CTZ0115GC 000066
No. CGPHC/HOtriAccountiB00/2022 Raipur, Date: 18/02/2022

Invitation for expression of interest for takeover of Loan of Rs.599 Crores

Chhattisgarh Police Housing Corporation Lid, (CGPHCL) s a State Government
Company limiled by shares. It was incorporated on 14th December, 2011 under the
Companies Act 1956 (now Companies Act, 2013), with an objeclive of ensuring adequals
consiruction of Police Bulldings including houses with necessary suppor infrastruciure for
Police personnel of the siate.

The Corporation was engaged in construction of residential houses under Mukhya
Mantri Police Awas Yojna and s hawing lerm leans from banks wunder multiple banking
amrangamant. The Corporation is looking for better interest rate and terms for a term loan
ol 589 Crores. In this regard, the Corporation invites banks and financial instrulions 16
submil thelr expression of interest for providing long lerm finance of 599 Crores, backed
by Sovereign Guarantes from Stale Govl. of Chhattisgarh

in this regard a pre-EQl meeting is organised on 28.02.2022 at 04:00 PM. at the
regisiered office of the Corporation, Inieresied banks/Financial institulions may please
altend the same. MNote: For any cormaspondence and communication please send

e-mail at cgphcl.finance@gmail.com. Managing Director

(A Miniratna Company)

(A subsidiary of Coal India Limited)
TENDER NOTICE

“All the tenders issued by CIL and its Subsidiaries for
procurement of Goods, works and Services are available on
website of Coal India Limited (www.coalindla.in /respective
subsidiary Company, CIL e-procurement portal
https://coalindiatenders.nic.in & central public procurement
portal hitps://feprocure.gov.in In addition, procurement is also

NCL

gw Northern Coalfields Limited

done through GeM Portal hitps://gem.gov.in . R-51

‘@7 NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

TENDER NOTICE No. AGC-ELG-T-20-2021-22
Tender Notice

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (General) N.C. Railway, Agra on behalf of
President of India invites "Open Tender" through on ling only (E-Tendering) for
the following works.

Date; 18.02.2022

Sr. No, Tender No. AGC-ELG-T-20-2021-22
1. MName of work with its Provision of rewiring of service building
location & Completion at Agra Division,
Period

Completion period 08 months

2. Approx. Gost of the Work Rs. 5676174.48/-

For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website
www.ireps.gov.in. Tenders can only be submitted through web portal

www.ireps.gov.in up to 15:00 hrs. on 14.03.2022 193/21 (D
[w] @ CPROMNCR

[ £] Morth central railways

www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

e

Logon to .

ads.timesgroup.com

BANK NOTE PAPER MILL INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED

(A Joint Venture of SPMCIL-A Govt. of India Enterprise and
BRENMPL-A subsidiary of Reserve Bank of India)

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tenders are invited from eligible firms for the following goods/services for Bank Note Paper Mill, Mysore.

21.02.2022

Sl E-TENDER BRIEF DESCRIPTION QUANTITY
1 | BNPM/NCB/UFRD EXTN/638/2021-22 Extension of UFRO shed at ETP area -

2 | BNPM/NCB/SHRINK FILM/0673/2021-22 | Supply of Shrink Film 45 MT

3 | BNPM/NCGB/POB/SF/0674/2021-22 Pre-qualification Bidding for Security Fibre | 23 MT

4 | BNPM/NCB/CRIVO6TS/2021-22 Industrial all risk insurance policy -

5 | BNPM/NCB/CV/0676/2021-22 CISF - Hiring of vehicles Services -

6 | BNPM/NCB/CFMS/0677/2021-22 CISF - canteen and facility management -

7 | BNPM/NCB/CPPB/0678/2021-22 Collapsible plywood packing boxes ARC

8 | BNPM/NCB/679/AIRC-CIVIL/2021-22 Civil and Structural works ARC

For details and downloading the document and for other live tenders. Please visit our website
www.bnpmindia.com and www.tenderwizard.com/BNE Addendum/ corrigendumy/ clarifications, if any,
shall be displayed only on the website.

Office of the Executive Engineer Trans. Line Maintt.

Division 2nd Pampore

J&K Power Transmission Corporation Ltd.
NOTICE INVITING e-Bids

e-NIT No. TLMD I/ 27 of 2021-22

On behalf of Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir UT online e-bids are heraby invited by the
Office of the Executive Engineer TLMD-ll Pampore from experienced, reputed, competent
and financially sound manufacturers/Companies/Firms/Joint Ventures/authorized

dt. : 17.02.2022.

i N ot 2 dealers/contractors fulfilling eligibility and qualification irements specified in the
% TITET Wad, 71d &7, ¥F21-19, Bidding Document for “UP GRADATION OF 132 KV MIRBAZAR-WANPOH D/C TRANSMISSION
: i e } .. Al LINE BY WAY OF REPLACING OLD 0.2 ACSR PANTHER BY AAAC 37/3.45 FOR PROVIDING
e hanse b iaad o RIS g sposhidgpiisionds WPy AT, T T, Ten-Ta0 (9..) 492002 SUPPLY TO NAVAYUGA QAZIGUND EXPRESSWAY PVT. LTD. FOR PERMANENT
EMPLOVEES' STATE (NSURANCE CORPORATION  JATHL 5 M Colege A Hompast Ao, 455 VENTILLATION AND DEDICATED POWER ELECTRIFICATION SYSTEM IN JAK UT*,
WS oy e S o v iy (R oo Ml // WEiE i) @) ga=n // Name of work Estimated | Earmest Money Costofbid | Period of
B T RS P g : _ cost document | completion
. HIRE ERPIR ARV, 8 Uef SfofeRy QR Haerd, g ol @1 aRT UP GRADATIONOF 132 | 150.14 lacs | As per Govt circularNo, | Rs. 3000/= | 45 days
Tender Notice 3.4 u. Afefiber, 2006 (en-Hufer) & qed o [t 51 gfg B KV MIRBAZAR-WANPOH AMisc(2018)-11-895/) | (Non-
T & i By st afioe aTee @lel J18 Uelae, wTay S e heas D/C TRANSMISSION Dated22.12.2020and | refundable In
Dean invites online e-tender for Centage Charges on percentage | | foifics, dhom &9, meefiersea, Rrem-aiar (87) @ owfa ema LINE BY WAY OF Circular No. FD-Codes/ | the form of
basis from eligible Central / State / Public Sector Undertaking | | férears & e et 18 &rfa-40 fifere ervad(dten), offr wian-1999.386 :E%T:%?&D;{F fgﬂgﬂjﬁﬁ;ﬁ?ﬂgﬂﬂfm L)
(PSU) / Autonomous Bodies for taking up the Annual Repair eareay qUfawvl T 2 Sid GraTs aTee SriTe qufaur e Fe, AAAC 37/3.45 FOR exempted from EMD.
and Maintenance (Civil & Electrical) of buildings and d '““%g SIS B T E | ek AT o Ferer ¥ 3t/ / PROVIDING SUPPLY TO However Bidders will
Operation / Maintenance of Equipment’s and plants in the | | 9/ Siam-Coaelt s37 51 & ol & & 7o ¥ 30 a9 & afww NAVAYUGA QAZIGUND have to make a decla-
: : - e, B e QU TeUT SYE Heo, dedie] STt & OT FRE] EXPRESSWAY PVT.LTD. ration on Stamp Paper of
ESIC Medical College & Hospital, NIT-3, Faridabad, Haryana : & : i ' ﬁf FOR PERMANENT Rs. 100 thatin case of
for one year on or before 14/03/2022, 02:00 PM. Details can W'ﬁa"aﬁgﬂma' il %“Fﬁ'ﬂa m‘q’”wﬁh‘ﬂa' mjm Wﬁqmzmsﬂm‘qu”ﬂ You o alkd VENTILLATIONAND any default on account of
. = | wrong declaration,
be dﬂj.vnluaded from  http:/iwww.esic.nic.inftenders and | | oo oo o0 &3 Terer. STy e e, ST PR e, S, rpaaaliond i"ﬂu“m R
hitps://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. — aEiter- e, R (o.1,) § Praa frmd & | ge g e SYSTEM documents, hiding or
Dr. Asim Das, Dean 1.1 i T 35 SR Sfewferet g et anfeha &1 fhforber | e feechm mrunﬂ;:ﬁ::::?the
o T ] AT €7 | | call Aparna for bidder will be blacklisted
Mah r Bradhik EWWQTQ#W%TWWE“WWWHW from participating in any
aharashtra Jeevan Pra ikaran EH-THT OR SR TS & U 1T 341:-51?11?5!_ BRI of the future bids and the
R 3. wives weaTd weer gy witefer g arer enfenat Ft S aeer s @ 02 licensee of such bidder
Division Mangaon e S el g will be revoked for a
* T T | \ Matrimonial ads on minimum period of three
e-Tender Notice No. 03 for 2021-2022 (lind Call) 4. ﬂﬁ?‘%ﬁrﬂ?ﬂﬁ;ﬂ‘ﬂm W ﬂﬁﬁfﬁ%mrﬁ SEGHE ﬁ;rr;wu 9T GIRT ST years.
: ; - A e dTT-reraTt & STAIRTST: UTe fobvagy S arfeyanf & | :
The Executive Engineer, Maharashtra Jeevan Pradhikaran - . Procedure for tendering:
g $.8.0. Afefherer 14 FAeaR 2006 (TURTINTE) & SFTUW Hafer 1. The bidding documents can be downloaded from website www.iklenders.govin from

Division Mangaon invite e-Tender for the following work under
Jal Jeevan Mission

17.02.2022, 16:30 hrs.

2. The e-bids can be uploaded on website www jktenders.gov.in from 17.02.2022, 16:30 Hrs. to
04.03.2022 upto 14:00 Hrs.

SRR & SEaEaeT B SYT §.5.0. R, IR &
ST ATHT 7T I (HiTe BrHT) STEey, Faiaey, a9 Ud Serarg gide
TG, WA HRER, FET U ER Hae, SNEN 31, 7 e, thiga sH

: 71906444528

Sr. No. Name of work E-Sglgatfd kﬁnm TITET, FHENT 3 Ud Sora Ty Giaei H1erd, HIWe S, ST Ha, 72 3. The complete bidding process will be on line.
(in Rs.Lakhs) SoiTep Y10, 74T TR, 31e TR, (B.11.), THErFes TRy, HET, Aman for 4. The technical & commercial bids shall be opened on-line in the Office of Executive TLMD-II
1 Lodhiwali Water supply scheme Tal. 931.20 FTeAT-2h AT (.7.), FTIUTAT foret denga, @y, frar-aear Pampore on 05.03.2022 at 14:00 Hrs. or any other subsequent day convenient fo tender
Khalapur, Dist. Raiga (B7.), HETTELS, I Ud e &, B, fer-aRaT (W), opening authority.

5. Any other information regarding this tender (e-ltendering process) can be had from the office of

Scheme details available from 21/02/2022 on website www.mahatender the Executive Engineer TLMD-I| Pampore Kashmir.

gov.in for detailed information,
Date : 14/02/2022

e (T, seu, far-anar {E.W_}ﬁwm
, TR mferer afvwe, S, fee-siET Seue g, I8 -
T e Sat Ud T, W e Te T faveT HYaT Hge, qata we, e

Shopping ads on

Sd/
Executive Engineer
TLMD-ll Pampore.

OHP Mo. | DEPE-MNB-T206/21

Sd/- ec T HEeN-19, a1 Vg, el TN, T (8.7, ) 4 Wl 75 E | ‘
(V.K. Suryawanshi) srern mfra : 9312633518
Executive Engineer BHTHIE THTET0T HIE0 HEa,

DGIPR/2021-2022/4497 MJP Division Mangaon A T, siEer A, faen- T




bajajallianzlife.com LIFE GOALS. DONE.
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GET 100% GUARANTEED
TAX-FREE' SECOND INCOME.

Bajaj Allianz Life

ASSURED WEALTH GOAL

A Non linked, Non Participating, Individual, Life Insurance Savings Plan

?2 83 Lakh’ p.a.

for 30 years from

?2 Lakh o -

= for 12 years Return of invested amount

Total T24 Lakh at the end of policy term

<24 Lakh
TotalX1.09 Crore*

é Guaranteed' income * )] Tax benefit
X=X\ for up to 30 years’ u/s 80C

YE BHI SAHI HAI
m SCAN TO BUY

il O 98 .45%

MOST VALUABLE CLAIM
INDIAN BRANDS® SETTLEMENT

RATIO

604% Tl
N/ E LR

.
More than 4 times r

the regulatory norm

CALL: 1800 209 4040

‘Above illustration considering male | Aged 30 years | Variant - Second Income | Policy Term 44 years | Deferment Period - 2 years | Existing customer | Online channel | Income Period 30 years starting from 15" policy year | Auto Pay opted | Return of premium opted payable at the end of the income
period | Death benefit at 1* policy year will be $25.00,000. | The premium mentioned above are exclusive of any extra premium loading and Goods & Service Tax/any other applicable tax levied, subject to changes in tax laws. | The Income payouts will be paid in arrears as per chosen payout freguency.

Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance Co. Ltd. Risk Factors and Warning Statements: Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance Company Limited and Bajaj Allianz Life Assured Wealth Goal are the names of the company and the product respectively and do not in any way indicate the quality of

the product and its future prospects or returns. For more details on risk factors, terms and conditions, please read sales brochure & policy document (available on www.bajajallianzlife.com) carefully before concluding a sale. Bajaj Allianz Life Assured Wealth Goal is A Non linked,

Non Participating, Individual, Life Insurance 5avings Plan. Regd. Office Address: Bajaj Allianz House, Airport Road, Yerawada, Pune - 411004, Reg. No.: 116, CIN : Us4010PN2001PLCO15959, Call us on tell free No.: 1800 20% 7272, Mail us : customercare@bajajallianz.co.in,

Fax No: 02066026789, Bajaj Allianz Life Assured Wealth Goal (UIN: 116N170V02), The Logo of Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance Co. Ltd. is provided on the basis of license given by Bajaj Finserv Ltd. to use its "Bajaj” Logo and Allianz SE to use its "Allianz" logo. All charges / taxes, as applicable,
will be borne by the Policyholder.

'Conditions Apply - The Guaranteed benefits are dependent on policy term, premium payment term availed along with other variable factors. For more details please refer to sales brochure.

SAmount = T2,83.500 starting from 15" policy year |*Total = ¥1,09,05.000, Assuming the policy holder survived till end of policy term | "Product features mentioned above are dependent on variant chosen

Tax benefits as per prevailing Income tax laws shall apply. Please check with your tax consultant for eligibility.

*Source - Report published by Kantar Millward Brown | *For details refer to press release published by CARE (https://www.careratings.com/upload/CompanyFiles/PR/05042021114839_Bajaj_Allianz_Life_Insurance_Company_Limited.pdf) | **Solvency ratio 604% as at 31 December 2021
against IRDAI mandated 150%. | "Individual claim settlement ratio FY- 2020-2021.

BEWARE OF SPURIOUS PHONE CALLS AND FICTITIOUS / FRAUDULENT OFFERS - IRDAI is not involved in activities like selling insurance policies, announcing bonus or investment of premiums. Public receiving such phone calls are requested to lodge a police complaint.

BJAZ-PR-EC-03366/22




“MY HEARTFELT TRIBUTES
TO BABASAHEB”

- Arvind Kejriwal

Come and witness a grand musical show
on the life and journey of Babasaheb

Starting 25" February
at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium

8800-00-9938

www.babasahebmusical.in

N
= ' Directorate of Information and Publicity, Government of NCT of Delhi ‘. 4 ¥y
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Dip In Count, Point At Extra Rain

Huge Numbers Expected In February; Final Report To Be Ready In 2-3 Days

Privangi.Agarwal
FEtimesgroup.com

New Delhi: Bird lovers step-
ped out of their homes early
on Sunday to take part in Big
Bird Day, the annual event to
determine avian species in
their natural habitat. Most
birders said the densitv of
birds was low this time com-
pared with what was usually
sighted in February The final
species count would be prepa-
red in two-three days.

Nikhil Devasar, member,
Delhibird, said, *Weexpected
a huge number of birds in Fe-
bruary, but the density was
low this time. The excess ra-
infall recorded in the past six
months caused them to dis-
perse. There used to be a few
wetlands earlier, but the in-
termittent rain recharged
many waterbodies. Besides,
the weather has become
warm and birds might have
started leaving.”

Another birder, Col Pankayj
sharma, who led a team to
Mandothi near Bahadurgarh,
said the number of birds was
lower than usual this time.
“The number of birds sighted
on Sunday was nearly half of
the density of birds that [
saw at the same siteon Februa-
ry 6. Due to the change in
weather, itseems that migrato-
ry birds have started leaving
early. They usually start their
return journey by mid-
March,” he added.

Though the birderssaid ma-
jormigratory birdsfoundinthe
region were spotted on Sunday;
the rare sightings included
Spotted dove in Yamuna, Mer-
lin and Shorteared owls at
Jhanraula, “Merlin is usually
sighted once every 4-5 vears,
while Short-eared owls are not
commonly seen,” said Devasar.

Pankaj Gupta, a birder
who sighted the Spotted dove
said, “It ismostly found in the
lower hills of eastern and
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» The density of birds was low
this time in comparison with
previous years

» Excess rain recorded in the

past six months and warmer days
were the main reasons behind low
number of birds being sighted

» Final report of Big Bird Day will
be compiled in a couple of days

RARE SIGHTINGS |

Spotted dove in the Yamuna,
and merlin and short-eared owls
at Jhanjrola

No. of teams | AROUND 30

Total sites covered in Delhi-NCR |
OVER 25

Some important locations
covered | Najafgarh lake, Asola,
Yamuna Khadar, Surajpur, JNU
campus, Dhanuari, Sultanpur,

Rt Marsh harrier, grey
1. Yamuna Biodiversity Park 102 | 103 | 98 | 83 | 101 | 102 bushchat
fams B g Eastern orphean
2. Aravalli Biodiversity Park 51 | 63 | 46 | 54 | 46 | 73 warbler, black eagle
3. Tilpath Valley BiodiversityPark | 64 | 45 | 53 | 43 | 49 | 43 Small minivet & _
4. Northern Ridge - P - o
5. Neela Hauz BiodiversityPark | 26 | 27 | 22 | 33 | 38 | 20 | Commonpochard & LY
6. Tughlagabad BiodiversityPark | 69 | 55 | 49 | 53 | 51 | 55 Black-headed ibis 3 "-fi“
e s Barheaded goose T e o S
7. Kalindi Biodiversity Park - - 40 | 80 | &9 andgreylagmguuu U | FF_F!.'gg_wam?hgn_
central India, The bird has andresidential birds. Faiyvaz Khudsar, scientist in which Ferruginous po-

shattered the winter records
of sighting in Delhi.”
Around 30 teams visited
over 25 sites in Delhi-NCR to
record different bird species.
Holding binoculars and ca-
meras, the teamsfollowed the
set trail for the survey. After
spotting a bird, they recorded
their sightings on the eBird
app. Volunteers were elated
to spot different migratory

At Yamuna Biodiversity
Park, the participants were
also educated about different
species of trees, shrubs and
grasses and their role in bio-
diversity. All seven biodiver-
sity parksspread over anarea
of about 2,500 acres were a
partof the event. Of these, fo-
ur parks saw an increase in
bird species this year compa-
red with last year.

in-charge, Biodiversity Parks
Programme, said, “Yamuna
and Kalindi biodiversity
parks are in the river flood-
plain and are now known for
their functional wetland eco-
systemsand migratory birds.
During winter, we receive
about3lspeciesof migratory
birds form Europe, Siberia
and Central Asia and China
at Yamuna Biodiversity Park

DPCC to intensify online check to

cut pollutant

Privangi.Agarwal@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Pollution Control
Committee is considering enhancing its
online continuous water quality moni-
toring systems to identify minor drains
and industrial outlets, causing pollution
in the river. DPCC currently has 18 sta-
tions but it has submitted an action plan
to Central Pollution Control Board, see-
king Rs 21 crore for setting up 44 additio-
nal stations at major drains, outlets of
industries, Najafgarh drain, and supple-
mentary drains in Delhi.

The capital has around 100 drains,
andof these, 18 majordrainsfalldirectly
in the Yamuna. A senior DPCC official
said: “We want to increase our online
continuous water guality monitoring
systems so that we can identify the stret-
ches, which discharge maximum pollu-
tion to the Yamuna. The assessment of
water quality of drains and industrial
outputs will help us in ascertaining the
supplementary drains or industries,
which are most polluted. Once we deter-
mine the industrial clusters or drains
causing pollution, we can take action ac-
cordingly.” The official added that the

Mid-March date to open

infl
Fr —~ | =

Photo for representation

DPCC has submitted an action plan to CPCB
for 21 crore to set up 44 additional stations at
major drains and outlets of industries

agencies concerned can take steps to im-
prove the water quality and DPCC will
act against the industries discharging
untreated effluents.

TO1 had earlier reported that DPCC
is planning to map all the drains to regu-
larly check the water quality and to iden-
tify the locations where considerable
pollutants are entering the Yamuna.

Thesettingupof newonline continu-
ous water quality monitoring systems
will take the total number to 62. “We have

w Into Yamuna

submitted our proposal to CPCB. As
per the order dated January 22, 2019, the
National Green Tribunal has granted
approval for utilisation of a 25%
environmental compensation fund for
specified activities. We have requested
to CPCB that the project cost of Rs 21
crore may be reimbursed from the
environmental damage compensation
fund available with the central agency,”
said another official.

A new report prepared by DPCC on
water quality status of drains after sam-
ples were collected in December last year,
20 out of 27 drains, which go into river Ya-
muna, are not meeting the prescribed pa-
rameters in respect to biochemical oxy-
gen demand (BOD). DPCC report said so-
me drains are also flouting prescribed
standards of Chemical Oxvgen Demand
{COD)and Total Suspended Solids (TSS).

In itsreport, which was submitted to
the union ministry of Jal Shakti, DPCC
sald it has taken action against 1,509 wa-
ter-polluting industries or units betwe-
en January to November 2021. Of these
units, 1,430 industries were located in
conforming areas, while remaining in
the non-conforming areas.

Ask govt to get
Lokayuktaina
mth: Pleain HC

New Delhi: A public interest

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

Chandni Chowk parking

New Delhi: A parking facili-
tv for 1,000 cars will be opened
to the public in Chandni
Chowk next month.

“Despite several hindran-
ces due to lockdown, pollu-
tion ban, ete, we are commit-
ted to operationalise a por-
tion of the Gandhi Maidan
parking lot by mid-March.
Initially, about 1,000 cars can
be parked at the facility
Electrical, interior and finis-
hing work are going on at
full speed.” said North Delhi
Municipal Corporation stan-
ding committee chairman

-

The multilevel parkg lot will have space to ar:cmrm:-date l.lZH]l} cars

litigation has been filed befo-
re Delhi High Court seekinga
direction to the AAP govern-
ment to appoint within one
month a Lokayukta as promi-
sed by it in its election mani-
festo of 2020.

The petitioner, Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay a lawver,
stated that the political party
came into existence after the
historic anti-corruption mo-
vement, but the post of Lokay-
ukta has been lyving vacant
since December 2020.

The petitioner has alleged
that Delhi government is not
taking steps to weed out the
menace of bribery, black mo-

Jogi RamJain.

ney, benami property, tax eva-

chard is noteworthy among
wintering ducks.”

Aravalli Biodiversity
Park is known for its beauti-
ful restored scrub jungle,
thorn forest and Kullu and
Dhawa forest communities
as tvpical representatives of
Aravalli vegetation, which is
home to many migratory and
resident terrestrial bird spe-
cies, added Khudsar,

2 held with 115 kg charas

New Delhi: The Special Cell of
Delhi Police and Uttar Pradesh
Police conducted a joint operation
and arrested two men with 115 kg
of charas. Cops arrested the
accused from Jangalgram Nahar
on Meerut Expressway. an

On Big Bird Day, Watchers Find Maxabit down, but temp

to be near 30°C in a week

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Strong surface
winds at the speed of 30-40
kmph blew during the day on
sundav, leading to a slight
drop in maximum tempera-
ture to 24.6 degrees Celsius.
However, the Metdepartment
has predicted that the
maximum temperature is lik-
ely to touch 29 degrees Celsi-
us on February 26. The mini-
mum temperature rose to 11.7
degrees Celsius, one degree
above normal.

RK Jenamani, senior sci-
entist, India Meteorological
Department, said, “Due to
strong winds at the speed of
30-40 kmph, which were re-
corded from 11.30am to 5pm,
the day temperature saw a
drop. A few days ago, the
maximum temperature had
reached 27 degrees Celsius.
The city is currently experi-
encing pleasant weather
duetostrong winds, nearnor-
mal temperature and mode-

rate airquality”
According to the
Met  department,
the minimum and |
maximum temperas-
turesare likely to be
around 26 and 10
degrees Celsius, re-
spectively, on Mon-
day However, strong
winds at the speed of 20-30
kmph are likely to return on
Tuesday and Wednesday,
“T'wo feeble western dis-
turbances are likely to impact
this week. Due to this, cloudy
sky is expected on February 22
and 25, but there is less chan-
ces of rain this month. Howe-
ver, we are monitoring the si-
tnation,” said Jenamani.
According to IMD, the city

has in February so far recei-

ved 18.6mm rainfall and has
already surpassed the nor-
mal mark. The normal rain-
fallfor the entire monthof Fe-
bruary for Safdarjung, which
1s the city's base station, is
18mm. In contrast, the city

DDA holds nature
walk to mark 75th
yr of Independence

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: A Nature walk
was organised on Sunday at
Yamuna biodiversity park by
Delhi Development Authori-
ty (DDA)as part of ‘Azaadika
Amrit Mahotsav' celebra-
tions to commemorate 75 ve-
arsof India’s Independence.

The nature walk on Sun-
day, the second event of
DDA’s two-week programme
with the theme of ‘Rejuvena-
tion of River Yamuna flood-
plains’, was led by ornitholo-
gists from Delhi Bird Foun-
dation (DBF), a team of bir-
der enthusiasts. The
authoritv’'s vice-chairman
Manish Kumar Gupta took
part in the walk along with
other senior officials.

“Over 100 participants, in-
cluding bird enthusiasts,
nature lovers and officers of
DDA took part in this walk
who were divided in groups
led by DBF members,” a DDA
spokesperson said.

“Around 90 species of
birds were spotted by the gro-

SPOKESPERSON SAYS

Over 100 participants,
including bird
enthusiasts, nature
lovers and DDA officers
took part in the walk

ups that included resident
species and migratory birds
from various other countries
flocking in and around the
site,” he said.

“Over the yvears, DDA —
in coordination with Centre
for Environmental Manage-
ment of Degraded Ecosys-
tems (CEMDE)—has worked
hard to make Yamuna biodi-
versity park a home to biodi-
versity inthecity,” he said.

The next in the series of
events isa ‘Jagrukta Abhiva-
an' scheduled on February
26, which 18 an awareness
programme aimed at
making people conscious of
climate change and its im-
pacts on everyday lives and
activities,. he said.

AQI IN MODERATE
CATEGORY IN

CITYDUETO
STRONG WINDS

had recorded just
2.6mm rainfall in
February 2021.
Meanwhile,

strong winds hel-
ped Delhi'sairgua-
lity to remain in
the ‘moderate’ ca-
tegory with an ove-
rall Air Quality In-
dex (AQI) of 173. System of
Air Quality and Weather Fo-
recasting And Research (SA-
FAR), the forecasting body
under the Union ministry
of earth sciences, said,
“Relatively high wind speed
kept AQI within ‘moderate’
category AQI is likely to deg-
rade slightly on Monday due
to low wind speed and weak
dispersion. On February 22,
AQI is expected to improve to
‘lower end of moderate’ due
to relatively high temperatu-
re and wind speed causing
strong ventilation. From Fe-
bruary 23, low wind speed is
likely to degrade air quality
to ‘poor’ category.”

Three held for
robbing man
of 710 lakh

New Delhi: Three people were
arrested for robbing a man at
cunpoint in outer-north Delhi's
Bhalswa Dairy. The accused ha-
ve been identified as Pawan (26),
Amardeep (37)and Shiva (26).
On February 15, an auto dri-
ver, Surender, who was carrying
Rs10 lakh, was waylaid by three
people on a bike and robbed of
the said amount at gunpoint.
“The driver was carrying the
cash for one Bhaskar Chand,
who runs an electroplating
plant at Harsh Vihar. Bhaskar
had asked his relative, Surender,
to collect the cash from Rohini
Sector15,” the officer said.
Police said that after the
robbery, they went toamall and
purchased clothes and shoes.
Thev were then planning to go
to Manali, but changed their
plans at the last moment. w

Do not miss
Education Times,

a 4-page pullout
with today's issue

The multi-level parking fa-
cility is spread over 4.5 acres
and has total capacity for 2,338
cars. Ithassixlevels, including
three underground floors. One
floor will be reserved for com-
mercial activities.

Theentire parking lot will
become operational by Sep-
tember end, said the standing
committee chairman. “There
is a desperate reguirement
for parking in the area
which is why we are emphasi-
sing upon opening a portion
of it by mid-March. The
facility will benefit traders in
nearby markets such as
Chawri Bazar, Kinari Bazar;
Khari Baoli, Nai Sadak and
Dariba Kalan who can conve-
niently park their vehicles

here,” Jain said.

“The complex will be equ-
ipped with modern facilities
such as CCTV, lifts for pas-
sengers, and afirefighting sy-
stem. It will have a heritage
look of Old Delhi,” he added.

The parking project, tho-
ugh conceived in 2013, has be-
en long delayed. This led to
the north corporation being
pulled up by a city court in
2018, “Earlier, the corpora-
tion had given September
2021 as the deadline, but there
has been a delay because of
the construction work being
halted due to Covid,” said a
senior official.

Thecivicbody claims tobe
simultaneously working on
two other parking projects at

Qutab Road and Shiva Mar-
ket. “Over T0% work at Qutab
Road (parking space for 174
vehicles) and 90% work near
Shiva Market (parking capa-
city for 500 cars) have been
completed. These will beco-
me operational in next three
months,” said the official.

The Qutab Road parking
facility is spread over 1,335
sqm area. It will have seven
floors, including two base-
ments and five upper
floors. Of these, two floors
will be developed as a
commercial complex,

“We have also received
bids for multilevel parking at
Bank Street for 500 vehicles
and work will start here so-
on,” said the official.

sion, profiteering and other
economic as well as white-col-
lar offences and therefore, be-
ing the protector of funda-
mental rights, the court has to
intervene in the matter of the
appointment of a Lokayukta.

“When Justice Reva Khet-
rapal retired as Delhi Lokay-
ukta, the government did not-
hing to fill the post till date
and hundreds of complaints
relating to corruption are
pending in the office,” the pe-
tition stated. “AAP promiseda
siringent and effective Jan
Lokpal Bill in 2015 and 2020
election manifesto but rather
than enacting the law, it is not
even appointing the Lokayuk-
ta under outdated ineffective
1995 Act,” itadded. emi
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perfect fit bra.

BLACK MARDOON

Trade enquiry solicited from unrepresented areas

Belle Wears Pvt. Ltd. Delhi-95

Customer Care: 9315853975
E-mail: customercare@bellewears.in

Website: www.teenagerbra.co.in
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Mirror... the expression of teenager's first love, hours and hours in front of the
mirror, trying out new hairstyles, latest designer wear and admiring new
contours. What she needs is self-confidence. Any teenager is naturally over
conscious of her physical development. But her mother knows about the
natural process and also knows the right time when her daughter would need a
bra. But will any bra suit her?

For natural breast growth, a feenager needs a particular bra.

You must have observed that inspite of wearing a bra a teenager appears to be
uncomfortable and feels a little awkward and shy. The reason: she wears a wrong bra,
does not feel self-confident and relaxed. Even a bit of carelessness at this age will
hamper the natural growth and will affect the figure and feminine beauty of your

Why is the correct cup size required for feenagers?

For natural figure growth and comfort, it is necessary that
your daughter should wear the proper cup size bra. There
are 5 cup sizes in each bra size, A-small, B- medium, C-large,
D-extra large & DD-double XL, so your daughter should get

Available in 100% Cotton, Lycra strap, in White and 5 Colours.

_/ee

PURPLE

PINK SKIN

=

Flipkart

Perfect bra for growing girl.

- specifically designed for feenagers.

Designed with the advice and suggestions
of medical experts, teenager provides the optimum support and comfort and helps
in the natural growth of the figure. The Teenager bra has been carefully conceived
after proper analysis.
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2-yr expiry: 8k cervical cancer vax wasted Jab At Home Makes

A SHOT AT PROTECTION

Somrita.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Around 8,000 vials
of the human papillomavirus
vaccine (HPV) given for pre-
vention of cervical cancer we-
re wasted at Delhi State Can-
cer Institute (DSCI) owing to
no takers in the past two vears.

HPV vaccination was first
started in Delhi in November
2016 at the Shahdara branch of
DSCIL, which is the only go-
vernment institution provi-
dingthe vaccine for free toado-
lescent girls aged 11 to 15 vears.

“We are procuring a fresh
supply of the vaccine as the
contract with the company ba-
sed on the old rate has expired.
We hope torestart vaccination
soon. The company has picked
up stock for replacement, but
Covid-19 has hampered the
process,” said DSCI medical
director Dr Kishore Singh.

An official said due to the
lockdowns and the focus be-
ing on inoculation against
Covid-19, there were hardly
any takers for the cervical
cancer prevention vaccine.
“Around B8.000 vaccines have
expired. They had an expiry

WHAT ARE HUMAN
PAPILLOMAVIRUS
VACCINES

» HPV vaccines protect
against infection with human
papillomaviruses (HPV)

» HPV is a group of more
than 200 related viruses, of

through direct sexual contact

» Among these, two HPV
types cause genital warts

> About a dozen HPV types
can cause certain types

of cancer (cervical, anal,
oropharyngeal, penile,
vulvar, and vaginal)

which more than 40 are spread

date of two vears. As there
was a low turnout in the past
two vears, they could not be
used,” added the official.
“Also, we have very little
stock left. We have asked the
state health department for
procurement of the vaccine
since we have to import it
from other countries. We are
not operating in the same
manner as in the pre-pande-

NUMBER OF DOSES

» The HPV vaccine is given
as a series of shots

> Different dosing schedules,
depending on the age

when the vaccination

series is started

» Children who start the
vaccine series before 15 years
of age need only two doses to
be fully protected

» People who start the series
at 15 or older and those who
have certain conditions that
weaken the immune system
need three doses to be

fully protected

mic era, but if anyone comes
for the vaccine, we will provi-
de it to them from our limited
stock,” the official said.
Another official said they
were procuring two types of
the vaccine from abroad —
Cervarix from the UK and
Gardesil from the US. “Despi-
te these vaccines being ex-
pensive, we are providing
them for free to adolescent

girls,” added the official from
the hospital.

When the programme
was launched, it had few ta-
kers. A lot of motivation was
required to get the girls to ta-
ke the vaccine in the initial
days. However, with time mo-
re girls started coming. De-
mand surged after 2018 as he-
sitancy among girls went
down, Now, they are more

aware as they have resear-
ched why the vaccine is nee-
ded,” the official said.
Initially, the programme
was held in collaboration
with schools. Later, with gro-
wing awareness, girls started
comingon their own,

“We met the principals of

both government and private
schools and asked them toedu-
cate girls on HPV and cervical
cancer. We also had to identify
the target audience, which
was possible only through
schools. Asof now, wearefocu-
sing on east Delhi, We had
planned to expand the pro-
gramme, but couldn't due to
lack of manpower and infrast-
ructure,” said the official in-
charge of the programme.

Before the pandemic, the
facility was vaccinating 250-
300 girls every month. “Since
Aungust 2020, we have vaccina-
ted 4,000 girls. Now, around
500 girls who were supposed
to take their second and third
doses are coming, along with
thefirsttimers,” said another
official, "Even one dose is
enough to boost immunity to
resist cervical cancer,” added
the official.
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SHRI SUDHIR SAREEN JI
(03.06.1945 - 21.02.2013)
Time flies fast.
Life goes on at its own pace.
But some Memories can Never
be forgotten or erased
from the mind of the dearest ones.
You will always remain in our thoughts.
Fondly Remembered By
SUNITA SAREEN
SIDDHARTH SAREEN & BHAVNA SAREEN
ALL FAMILY MEMBERS, FRIENDS & WELL WISHERS
= = SAREEN ESTATES PVT. LTD. 5 8

REMEMBRANCE

SHARING MEMORIES

OBITUARY

Die.

Delhi.

Smt. Poonam Nath

November 24, 1952 to

Eternity
To live in the hearts of

those left behind is not to

Dr. Kashi Nath & Family
[-3/33, Sector-16, Rohini

mﬂﬂnﬂm&

In Loving Memory Of
DR. SAURABH ARORA
(21.02.1985 to 02.01.2011)

A Very Happy Birthday !

| REMEMBRANCES |

Fondly Remembered by - | L3005

You were our
shining & guiding

In Loving Memory of
Sd. Awtar Singh Vedi
(12.10.1935-21.02.2013)

Sdn. Gurmeet Kaur Vedi
Your unbound love,
affection and blessings
are always felt by us.
Your teachings will
forever be engraved on our hearts and
mind. May Babajee bless your souls and
vour spirits continue to guide us. All
Family Members and Friends. (9811045089)

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.
The moments you shared together.
Little moments that make life beautiful.

Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours.
Colleagues. With all those whose lives

the departed Soul has touched. Because while life goes on,

when you share memories, they stay on forever.

Publications

In loving memory of Shri
Ravindra Mohan Saxena

Our respectful homage to
our loving and inspiring
father, husband, whose
ideals guide our lives.

I hold vou in my heart

until we meet again in heaven....
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EMEMBRANCE

SHARING MEMORIES

For any information call

Vinod : 9958992088

: 8130604727
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SARASWATI GUPTA

(1939-2021)
wife of Maman Chand Gupta
passed away peacefully on
21st February 2021 in Delhi

A universal mother,
remembered for her
warm generosity, magnetic
personality, fearless spirit,
unshakeable faith and a
life wall lived for her
children and sociely

Deeply Rememberad by
Maman Chand Gupta,
Aruna, Usha, Praveen, Ashok,
Archana, Pradeep, Neeru
& all family members.

570 Covid
casesin 24
hrs, +ve rate
now at 1.04%

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: In the last 24
hours, the national capital
recorded 570 new Covid-19
cases, taking the cumulati-
vetally to18,56,071.

According to the state
health department bulle-
tin, the positivity rate has
fallen to1.04 percent.

This marks a decline of
685 infections as compared
with the previous day. Del-
hiregistered 635 new cases
on Saturday and the positi-
vityrate was 1.13%.

The virus claimed lives
of four more patients in the
last 24 hours. The death toll
due to the disease in Delhi
now stands at 26,101 and the
fatality rateis1.41%.

In last 24 hours, 730 Co-
vid patients recovered
from the infection, taking
the total recoveries in the
capital to18,27,425.

The city has 2,545 active
Covid-19 cases of which
1,742 are currently in home
isolation. The total number
of containment zones inthe
city has also gone down. As
of now, there are 8583 sealed
localities in the city,

During the last 24 ho-
urs, 80,310 Covid-19 vacci-
nation doses were admini-
stered in the national capi-
tal, as per the bulletin. Out
of this, 10,018 people were
given the first dose of the
vaccine while 65,755 got
the second dose.

A total of 3,08.91,704
vaccination doses have be-
en administered till date,
out of which1,72,41,297 we-
re first doses, while
1.33.64,877 were second do-
ses in Delhi.

In addition to this, the
cumulative Covid-19 vacei-
ne doses administered in
the country crossed 175.33
crore on Saturday.

Owing to the dip in ca-
ses, since last week, the
educational institutes ha-
ve opened up. The schools
reopened for nursery clas-
ses to class VIII from last
Monday, Earlier, schools
reopened for classes [X to
¥Xllon February 7.

Last week, after a long
gap, Delhi University too
opened up and offline clas-
ses resumed, to the relief
of many students who we-
re missing out on their col-
lege life and education.

Fight Easy For Many

1,800 Who Can’t Go Out Vaccinated So Far

AT YOUR DOORSTEP

Eligibility

Severely disabled | Bedridden | Immobile beneficiaries
| Restricted mobility or disability | Special

needs that limit accessibility to nearby
Covid-19 vaccination centres

DISTRICT HELPLINE
NUMBERS

Central | 011-23270151

New Delhi | 1800 111 323
South | 8287898412

South East | 8595748455

n  South West | 011-
25073502 /05 /07 / 08

") West | 011-25100093 / 94
/96 / 97 | 7982661695

North | 011-23645701
North East | 011-22120014

North West | 011-25951182 |
8130854050

Shahdara | 011-22120020
East | 011-22029103
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Covid helpline

Somrita.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Delhi go-
vernment’s initiative to pro-
vide vaccination at doorstep
for those who are severely dis-
abled, bedridden or immaobile
has been a boon for many be-
neficiarieswhocan'tgooutto
get the jab. Approximately
1,800 beneficiaries have been
inoculated since the launch
of the drive on September 24,

However, a health depart-
ment official said, *This num-
bermay beanunderestimation
as more such beneficiaries ha-
ve been covered based on direct
requests received at the state
and district levels, and on Co-
vid helplines.”

Reena Ramachandran, a
resident of H block in Saket,
said that though she had to
initially struggle to get the
first dose for her 102-vear-old
mother, Padma Ranganat-
han, at home, she didn't have
to bother once the govern-
ment announced the drive.

“We had to raise the issue
through the disability commis-
sion for the first dose. But asso-
on as the matter was recogni-

sed, we got a call from the dis-
trict magistrate and my mot-
her was vaccinated at home.
She also got her second and bo-
oster doses at home,” she said.
“Around 50% of the residents
in our society are senior citi-
zens who cannot go to vaceina-
tion camps. They all have recei-
ved jabs at home.”

DM (SOUTH) SAYS

The pace of vaccination
at home during the
Omicron wave was
restricted to an

extent, but we still
continued to cater

to the requests

Last year, the central go-
vernment initiated a program-
me, Near to Home Covid Vacei-
nation Centres, for elderly and
differently abled citizens, follo-
wing which the state authoriti-
es, too, rolled out the process of
identifying and getting these
people vaccinated.

The health department has
issued a state helpline number;,

along with 11 district helpline
munbers, where families can
call for the vaceine. “If a call is
made to the state helpline num-
ber, the details are forwarded to
the districts. Asha workers are
also visiting the houses and no-
ting down the details of the eli-
gible beneficiaries. 5o far, we
have vaccinated around 220 pe-
ople at home," said Cheshta Ya-
dav, district magistrate of
North West Delh.

Sonalika Jiwani, DM (So-
uth). said NGOs and residents
welfare associations were also
helping in identifying the eli-
gible people for home vaccina-
tion and those left out.

“We have a helpline, people
call us on that. Then, we have a
list of people who were given
the first dose, so we know when
they are supposed to be given
the second and booster doses,
Now many people are aware
about the drive for both aged
people and disabled ones,” Ji-
wani pointed out,

“The pace of vaccination at
home during the Omicron wa-
ve was restricted to an extent,
as there was a manpower cri-
sis, but we continued tocaterto
the requests,” she added.

Don’t seek govt IDs from
disabled: NGOs to Centre

Somrita.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: To ensure that
physically challenged indivi-
duals are not left unvacecina-
ted, NGOs and several bodies
of persons with disabilities
(PwD) have sent suggestions
to the Union health ministry
as asked by Supreme Court.
The N(Os opine that such pe-
ople should be vaccinated wit-
hout the requirement of any
government IDs.

“A large number of PwDs,
particularly in rural areas, do
not have a valid government
IDs. This requirement should
not be mandatory for vaccina-
tion. People falling under this
category should not be limited
to the definition provided un-
der Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016. It sho-
uld have a broader ambit,” sa-
id Lalit Kumar from NGO
Evara Foundation, whohadfi-
led a PIL last month.

Taking note of the PIL, Su-
preme Court had asked the go-
vernment to invite sugges-
tions from all stakeholders
and experts. During the hea-
ring, advocate Pankaj Sinha,
appearing for the NGO, sub-
mitted that the affidavit indi-
cated that 23,678 disabled peo-
ple had been vaccinated. This
figure was indicative of the
low rate of vaccination.

Doctors with Disabilities
{DwI)) said no one should be

File photo

LEAVE NO ONE EEHIND

asked to prove disability as
many individuals having spe-
cified ailments. such as athe-
toid cerebral palsy, leprosy,
amputees, intellectual or vi-
sual disabilities, faced diffi-

culty during biometrics,
so0 they did not have
Aadhaar cards.

“Many wvaccination cent-
res insist on Aadhaar despite
Supreme Court not making it
mandatorv. Anv other identi-
ty card can be used. Wherever
possible, PwDs should be
strongly encouraged to use
UDID as data on those getting
vaccinated is not available,”
DwDsuggested.

DwD added that consent
for homeless people with psy-
chosocial disabilities could be
navigated by nominated re-
presentatives, In Delhi, Insti-
tute of Human Behaviourand
Allied Sciences Ashrayv Adhi-
kar Abhivan serves this pur-
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To place an Obituary announcement or
Remembrance message please call

Vinod: 9958992088

Pankaj: 81306047121

Usha.Das@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A Delhi court
has soughtexplanation from

of Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI), as to
why a matter related to chea-
tingof 1868 investors was not
reported to the police as the
allegations of cheating and
forgery were apparently ma-
de out of the material avai-
lable with the authorities.
Additional sessions jud-
ge Dharmender Rana noted
in the order that perusal of
the complaint revealed that
the accused have allegedly
siphoned off investors' mo-
ney and were shying away
from complying with the

The court further noted
that it was revealed that the
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accused have claimed to ha-

ve paid a sum of about Rs

the deputy general manager

directions of SEBI for
gefting an  independent
audit conducted.

pose. “States should identify
PwDs with high support ne-
eds and they should be provi-
ded at-home vaccination.
Near-to-home CVCs should
be constituted in leprosy colo-
nies, mental health institu-
tions and old age homes,”
it suggested.

Evara Foundation NGO
sald pre-vaccination doubts
and post-vaccination 1ssues of
PwDs needed to be addressed
by trained medical professio-
nals. “A dedicated centralised
24%7 helpline should be set up.
The queries should be only
answered by trained healthca-
re or rehabilitation professio-
nals, The nodal officer in each
district should be a domain
knowledge expert. He/she
should be responsible for all
grievance redressals and faci-
litate vaccination of PwDs.
Their details should be made
available via all Covid-19 hel-
pline numbers,” it added.

Dr Satendra Singh, DwD
organisational head, said,
“No one is safe from Covid-19
until everyvone is safe, which
includes the missing 15%
PwDs. Researchers, doctors
and nurses with disabilities
hold the key as thev are never
involved by the Centre at the
NEGVAC, ICMR or Central
Advisory Board on Disability
level, The health ministry ne-
eds towork with the disability
sector to achieve inclusive
vaccine equity framework.”

Why cheating case
not filed, SEBI asked

3.08 crores to about 1868 in-
vestors and only Rs 10.0
lakhs was pending for pay-
ment to about 60 investors.
“However, despite nume-
rous directions from SEBI,
accused persons avoided to
undergo independent audit
to test the veracity of their
claim. It is further revealed
that as per the auditor of the
accused persons itself, it is
revealed that payments were
made to non-existing entiti-
es and the accused have fud-
ged up the record to cover up
the misdeeds,” it stated inan
order on February 19.
“Before proceeding ahe-
ad, I deem it appropriate to
call for a report from the
worthy deputy general ma-
nager, SEBI that as to why
matter was not reported to
the police as apparently alle-
gations of cheating and for-
gery are made out from the
material available with SEBI
authorities,” the judge said.
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Small fires up, count down at home in 2 yrs

Industrial Fires Increased; Carelessness, Electrical Fault, Arson Main Causes, Says DFS

Abhay@timesgroup.com
Fire incidents

Newneltis manasisrrre | GAUSE FOR ALARM T
incidents in the past two vears
has revealed that small firesro- Fire calls 2020 14’128553? Deaths 39 59
se by 10% in 2021, while residen- , ' Injured 441 434
tial fires decreased by 3.5%. Da- Animal B 2923
ta of Delhi Fire Service (DFS) rescue N 3428 Other incidents (road accidents,
showed that in 2020 about : I 1,543 t sewer deaths, drowning, etc
14,785 fire incidents were re- Bird rescuc pu'= 5c1 g.eto)
ported, while firefighters at- B 3165 :m
tended to 15,687 calls last vear, Other calls _ 4948 Deaths 266 493

According tofirefighters, | g ' Injured 763 1,013
there are mainly three rea-
sons behind the fires — care- »2,239 personnel involved in firefighting

lessness, electrical fault, and
in rare cases arson — apart
from the process failures.

In 2020, there were 9,512
small fire incidents and
10,592 in 2021. “There has be-
en an increase in open bur-
ning incidents, which adver-
sely affects the environment.
This reflects behavioural
changes among people. Ear-
lier, people would douse
small fires, but now they pre-
fer to call the fire brigade,”
said an assistant divisional
officerfromDFS, adding that
sometimes burning beedis

or cigarette stubs thrown on
waste resulted in fire.

Last vear, 3.506 residential
fire incidents were reported
and 3,633 in 2020. “The reduc-
tion in residential fires indi-

»Delhi Fire Services (DFS) claimed there
Was an increase in cases of open burning
»|n several cases, DFS found the fire was
small and could have been doused by people
»Residential fire incidents dropped in 2021
»|n most cases, residential buildings were
being used for running small factories
»Heavy machines increased the load on
wires causing a short-circuits

cates a decrease in activities
resulting in their occurrence
and decrease in electrical lo-
ads, which often leads to over-
heating,” an officer said.
There was an increase in

industrial fire incidents.
About 367 such incidents we-
re reported last vear compa-
red with 357 in 2020. *During
the lockdown, factories were
closed. The machines, which

were shut for a long period,
were restarted without any
servicing due to which chan-
ces of short circuit increa-
sed,” said a firefighter.

Fire incidents in busi-
nessareas, like offices, decre-
ased slightly as 189 cases we-
re reported last yvear compa-
red with 206 in 2020.

There was also adecrease
in fires in shops and other
mercantile properties. Abo-
ut 604 such cases were repor-
ted last vear and 674 in 2020,
There were 167 storage fire
incidents reported last vear
compared with 165 in 2020. 8i-
milarly, 34 fire incidents we-
re reported last vear in pla-
ces with a gathering of more
than 50 people, like restau-
rants and railway stations,
compared with 28 in 2020,

In educational institutes,
about 42 such cases were re-
ported in 2020 and 43 in 2021.
About 40 cases werereported
from hospitals, nursing ho-
mes, jail, ete last year, while
38 were reported in 2020,

DEFS said improper wiring

played an important role infire
incidents. Atul Garg, DFS di-
rector, said, “People should en-
sure that electrical wiring of
houses and offices are properly
maintained. The use of multi-
plemachinesorelectronicequ-
ipment increases the load on
wires, which can result in fires.
In most cases, we found overlo-
ading resulted in fires, so regu-
lar maintenance of wires is ve-
ry important, There should not
be any improper wiring.”

The presence of combus-
tible materials in factories,
restaurants and pubs played
animportantrole in the spre-
ad of fires. About 145 cases
were reported from JJ clus-
ters in 2021 and 1230 in 2020,

“JJ clusters have highly
combustible materials,
which increases the risk of
fires. In several cases, slum
residents were found storing
huge quantities of rags, plas-
tic, bottles, etc. An electrical
spark or somebody leaving a
burningobject nearsuch ma-
terials can easily lead to fi-
res,” the officer said.

24-yr-old woman got mom Witness didn’t identify, 4 get
killed for property, caught

Times News NETwork

POLICE SAY

New Delhi: A 24-year-old woman was arrested
for getting her mother killed with the helpof a

The accused was married to a man

man in south Delhi's Ambedkar Nagar on Fri- and they also have a four-year-old

day. Investigators claimed that she tried to pass son. However, she left her husband

off the incident as a robbery gone wrong. The and started to live with her

other accused was also arrested. boyfriend. The victim threatened to
On Friday, the PCR received a call regar- disown her from the property

ding the incident after which a team rushed
tothe spot in Madangir, “We saw a woman ly-
ing on a bed in a pool of blood. Her throat was
slit with a sharp weapon. The deceased wasa
BJP workerand involved insmall-timefinan-
ce work. In 2003, her husband was murdered.
In 2007, she contested the municipal polls,
but lost,” said an officer.

DCP (South) Benita Mary Jaiker said,
“During investigation, her daughter, who
was at the spot, claimed that at 9.30pm two
masked men forcefully entered the house
and killed her mother during a robbery.”

As the woman kept changing her state-
ment, the cops got suspicious. The scene of
the crime was inspected and no sign of
struggle was found in the room. All articles
were found intact. There was a deep incised
wound on the deceased’s neck and a lot of blo-
od wasscattered on the bedsheet. But nodrop
of blood was found at the spot.

When theteamunder inspectors Satvabir

officer said.

robbery gone awry.
“The accused woman was married to a

man from Greater Noida. They also have a fo-
ur-vear-old son. However, she left her hus-
band and started to live with her boyvfriend,
who stays in Dakshinpuri,” said the officer.
The victim was not happy and wanted her
daughter to break off the relationship and
start living with her husband again. “She
threatened to disown her from the property.
The woman was also frustrated as her mot-
her had stopped helping her financially,” the

Thewoman then hatched a plan to kill her
mother and roped in her boyiriend’s friend,
who was allegedly infatuated with her. On
Friday, she gave tea mixed with sleeping
pills to her mother and maternal uncle San-
jay. When both of them lost consciousness,
she called the man, who slit the woman's

bail in 3 riots murder cases

Usha.Das@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A Delhi has gran-
ted bail to four people in three
murder cases related to the
northeast Delhi riots after
the sole evewiliness did not
identify the accused during
hisdeposition,

Additional sessions judge
Virender Bhat granted relief
to Ashok Kumar, Jitender
Kumar, Ajay and Shubham
on furnishing a bail bond of
Rs 10,000 with one surety of
like amount each. The accu-
sed had sought bail after wit-
ness Shashi Kant did not
identify them.

The court noted that
keeping in mind the nature
of the deposition of the wit-
ness, the special public prose-
cutor, appearing for police,

fairly submitted that he
had no objection to the bail
applications.

“Considering the nature
of the testimony of witness
Shashi Kant, which was re-
corded inthis case and taking

on the three cases related to
rioting in Dayalpur. It direct-
ed the accused not to leave the
territory of NCT of Delhi du-
ringthetrialand toappear be-
forethecourtoneachand eve-
rv date of hearing.

The cases relate to the al-
leged murder of Ashfaaq,
Zakir and Mehtab,
who were caught
and severely be-
aten up by a mob
duringthe commu-
nal violence on Fe-
bruary 25, 2020,
which ultimately
led totheirdeath.

A perusal of the
postmortem report of
deceased Zakir revealed that
he had received as many as 22
injuries, out of which seven
injuries were so grave in na-
ture that they itself were suf-
ficient to cause death of any
person In ordinary course
of nature.

A review of the postmor-
tem of Ashfaaq revealed that
he had received 31 injuries,

RUPEES BAIL BOND

WITH ONE SURETY
OF LIKE AMOUNT
EACH WAS ALSO
PAID BY ACCUSED

Singh and Santosh Kumar Rawat questioned
the daughter repeatedly, she finally admitted
that she and her boyfriend’s friend Killed
her mother and tried to pass it off as

Next-gen DMRC
app to offer virtual
mall, tourism hub

Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Metro is go-
ing to launch a '‘DMRC FuNB’
mobile application, which wo-
uld allow Metro users to shop
from ‘homegrown’ stores thro-
ughavirtual mall. The app wo-
uld also offer other features,
like information through live
commentary on nearby areas
that Metro train passes thro-
ugh, exclusive offers on servi-
ces, booking cabs, ete.

A Delhi Metro Rail Corpo-
ration (DMRC) official said
that the organisation is crea-

OFFICIAL SAYS

There will be live
commentary when a
Metro train passes by
attractions, local
events, and customised
curated experiences

ting a next-generation digital
technology platform (DDP)
and the mobile application is
part of this platform. It is ex-
pected to provide enhanced
safety and convenience offe-
ringstousersand lead to busi-
nessopportunities for DMRC.

“The users of the digital
technology platform and mobi-
le application would also get ex-
clusive valueoffers,” hesaid. “A
FulNB mobile application user
visiting a partner website thro-
ugh the Virtual Delhi Mall and

purchasing products would be
provided with benefits such as
cash back, apart from loyalty or
rewards programme,” he said.

Apart from the virtunal
mall, the DMRC FulNB appli-
cation would also have a fea-
ture named Tourism Hub,
which would give the user ac-
cesstoa “powered tourism ex-
perience”, the official said.

“There will be live com-
mentary when a Delhi Metro
train passes by attractions, lo-
cal events, and customised
curated experiences. For this,
travel and tourism partners
in Delhi NCR will be on-boar-
ded by DMRC,” he said.

The official said that
DMRC 1s looking for aggrega-
tors to on-board and manage
different partners so that the
digital platform providesa se-
amless customer experience,
“We are planning a first-of-
its-kind, next-generation di-
gital platform,” he said.

“Through a single touchpo-
int on the digital platform, users
wolld be able to make online
purchases of goods and servi-
ces,” he said. The official said
that from buving electronics, ap-
parel, and grocery to ordering fo-
od and booking a cab, to buying
tickets for events and curated
walks to vouchers and coupons,
the platform is expected to meet
all such online requirements in
one place. “Personalised offers
would be made to users based on
parameters like demographics
and online activity,” he said.

Gang member who attacked

throat with a surgical blade and threw the
weapon outof the window. Later, she gave her
mother’s jewellery and cash to the man and
asked him toflee.

into account no objection gi-
ven by the SPP, the bail appli-
cation is hereby allowed,” it
sald in similar orders passed

out of which one injury was
sufficient to cause death un-
der ordinary circumstances.
All the injuries were fresh be-
foredeath. Someof the injuri-
es were caused by a sharp-ed-
ge(d weapon and the rest were
due to application of the
blunt force.

The postmortem
of Mehtab showed
that he had received
11 injuries, out of
which three injuri-
es were opined to be
caused by a sharp-
edged sword and we-
resograve in nature
that they itself were

sufficient to cause death
of any person in ordinary
course of nature.

At the stage of hearing of
their earlier bail arguments,
the court had noted that the
eyewitness, who was a resi-
dent of the Iloecality, had
dulv identified the accused
allegedly indulging in
rioting while one of them was
carrying a sword.

24-yr-old charred to
death, brother hurt
in west Delhi fire

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A 24-yvear-old man
died while his brother was cri-
tically injured in a fire inci-

dent reported from west Del-

hi's Uttam Nagar on Sunday.
Thefire department received
a call at 10.15am about a fire inci-
dent at Om Vihar in Uttam Na-
gar, Two fire tenders rushed to
the spot. “There was ablastina
chemical drum — used for stick-
ing foam. Two boys suffered 9%
burn injuries in the incident.

They were taken to a hospital,”

said a fire department officer
According to police, a cri-
me team reached the spot. On
inspection, burnt clothes and
foam were found dumped near
the door of a room on the first
floor of the house. Upon inqui-
rv. cops found that Allauddin,
the vietim’s father, had put an
immersion rod in water to heat
it, “Allauddin repairs sofa and
bed. The foam found was used
for repairing sofas. The fire

According to an
officer, foamis a
highly combustible
material and it acted
as a catalyst,
causing the fire to
spread fast

was triggered by a short circu-
it,” an officer said.

Talim (29)and Sahil (24) we-
re working with their father at
the time of the incident. “Sahil
wasdeclareddeadonarrival at
the hospital. Talim was refer-
red to Safdarjung Hospital for
treatment,” the officer said.

A case under sections 288
(negligent conduct with re-
spect to pulling down or repai-
ring buildings) and 304 A (cau-
sing death by negligence) was
registered and further investi-
gation in the case was on.

According to an officer, fo-
am is a highly combustible ma-
terial and it acted as a catalyst,
causing the fire to spread fast.

ROPEWAY FOR SALE

Bi-cable Ropeway of length 3.4 km supplied by Usha Breco
Limited is installed at a cement plant located in central India
for conveying limestone. The ropeway is well maintained & in

good running condition.

Detailed specifications are as under:

MAKE
a) Capacity
b) Line Speed
iy Normal running
ii) Inspection running
c) Load Per Bucket
d) Time Interval
e) Spacing of Loads
fy Length of Ropeway

g) Between Loading
Station & Unloading
Station Front

h) Main Drive Motor

i} Loading System
k) Unloading System

)} No of section of
Haulage Hope

i} Inspection Drive Motor

USHA BRECO LIMITED
650 TPH

4,083 m/s

1 m/s

2167 kg

12 5ec

49 m
3550543 m
3443.813 m

262.5 kW, Slip ring Induction
motor, Voltage 6.6 kV, RPM
1440, Make- BHEL

75 hp, 54q, cage Induction
By Rotary Distributor

Automatic unloading by trip
lever

One

Inferested parties preferably end users may contact at

equipments.buyers@gmail.com within ten

days of

publication of this advertisement. Marketing Consultants
having proven credentials with credifable track record of
successiully selling used/unused equipment can also contact

providing requisite details.

IIM ROHTAK

Indian Institute of Management Rohtak
Vianagement City, Southern Bypass, NH 10, Sunaria, Rohtak, Harvana-124010

Invites applications for admission to its

FIVE YEAR INTEGRATED PROGRAMME IN MANAGEMENT
(Batch 2022-27)
BBA & MBA

Five-Year Integrated Programme in Management (IPM) at [IM Rohtak is
for students after class XIl who alm to pursue their career in Business
Management. IL is a comprehensive management program that has a
combined course of management studies from under-graduate to
postgraduate,

Eligibility Criteria

Minimum 60% in Standard X/ 55C and Standard X|I) HSC or equivalent
examinations (55% for reserved category as per GOl norms)

Maximum 20 years of age as on June 30, 2022

Reservation will be applicable as per GOl norms after meeting the
minimum eligibility criteria

Note: Students who are likely to complete Standard XI¥ HSC or
equivalent by June 30, 2022, can also apply, subject to meeting the
criteria as mentioned above.

Last Date to Register for IPM Batch 02 Registration: May 02, 2022
Date of IPM Online Test: May 21, 2022
Tesl Centres across the country: 28 cities
For more details please visit: www.iimrohtak.ac.in or reach out to
IPM Office, IIM Rohtak; E-mail: ipmadmission@iimrohtak.ac.in
Contact: 01262-228538/555

PCR vans, absconded caught

New Delhi: The Special Cell of Delhi Policearrested amember
of a Mewat-based syndicate who was involved in a dozen cases
of robbery, rape and attacks on police.

The accused has been identified as Rakesh alias Bhondu, are-
sident of Nuh in Haryvana. According to DCP Jasmeet Singh, Ra-
kesh was wanted for attacking four PCR vans and police staff
while being chased by cops last yvear: In April 2012, Rakesh along
with four associates had kidnapped a 15-vear-old girl from her ho-
use in Nuh. They took her in their car and allegedly gang raped
her, police said. The cell had received information about the mo-
vement of the suspect near Lado Sarai and laid a trap. “In June
2021, Rakesh and his associates were fleeing in a truck with stolen
cows from Delhi. As cops chased them, they started pelting sto-
nes, glass bottles at the PCR vans,” the DCP added. tnw

PUBLIC CAUTION AND TRADE MARK CAUTION NOTICE
Fraudulent Investment App and Scheme
General Public is hereby put to Notice that our Client, Fidelity Business
Services India Private Limited, a company incorporated under the
Companies Act, 1956, with its registered office at Pinehurst, Embassy Golf
Links Business Park, Off Intermediate Ring Road, Bangalore 560 071, India
(“Company") is part of the group of companies commonly known as ‘Fidelity
Investments' and is the authorized user of the below Trade Mark and Logo in

Fideli

INVEFETMINTS

The Company is in the business of providing Business Process Outsourcing &
Information Technology Enabled Services in India.
It has been brought to the notice of the Company recently that some
unscrupulous persons acting either by themselves or in concert with
unscrupulous firms/establishments are attempting to deceive the general
public by carrying on business under the identical Trade Mark/ Logo and
deceptively similar wehsites as that of the Company /fits group company,
thereby attempting to create a false association with the Company or its group
companies. They have been using materials, videos and Apps which have the
Fidelity Name /Logo and are offering schemes wherein money is sought to be
collected with promise of assured returns. It is elarified to general public that
neither the Company nor its group companies have any such Apps or operate or
sponsorany such schemasin India.
General Public are hereby informed that neither the Company nor its group
companies have any relationship or concern or connection with said
persons/firms/establishments, who are misusing the goodwill and reputation
of the Company and that of its parent company to perpetrate the fraudulent
scheme in the name of the Company /fits group company. The (false) association
sought to be created with the Company or its group companies is fraudulent
and mischievous and is being done to mislead the general public,
General Public are hereby cautioned not to deal with such persons/firms/
establishments and not be misled by their false representations,
Neither the Company nor its group companies operating under the "Fidelity
Investments” name offer investment or other financial services in India. Any
advertisements or documents relating to a company purporting to be located in
India that uses the Fidelity Investments name and/or the Fidelity Logo
identified above are being used by the unscrupulous persons/firms/
establishments noted above. In case any member of the public has dealt with or
has any knowledge about such unscrupulous persons/firms/ establishments,
he/she is requested immediately to file a complaint with the jurisdictional
police. General Public are hereby cautioned that neither the Company nor any
of its group companies is responsible or liable in any manner whatsoever for
any loss or damage caused to any person as a result of their dealings with such
fraudulent persons/firms/ establishments.
Sd./- N.K. Dilip
Tatva Legal, Advocates, 4th Floor, Phoenix Pinnacle,
46, Ulsoor Road, Bengaluru 560 042, India.
Feb 18, 2022,
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IDBI BANK LIMITED

(1) IDBI BANK [ R Reralie s

CIN No: LE5120MHI002G01 148538

RFP for Appointment of Vendor for
Development of E-Audit System

IDE! Bank invites sealed proposals from efigible bidders for the
abowe BFE Pleasa visit Bank’s website www.idbibank.in
(Notices & Tenders) for details.

Note: Any further Addenda / Corrigenda / Extension of dates
[ Clanfications / Responsas to bidders' quernies in respect of
the above RFP shall be posted only on Bank's website and
no separate notification shall be issued in the newspapers.

Bidders are therefore requested to regularly visit Bank's
website to keep themselves updated in this regard.

MISSING

The person showed in the photo named
Nippin Clement Aged 32, 5/o Clement,
Erikkiluvila Purayidam, Poovar Desom, Poovar
Village, Neyyattinkara Taluk, Thiruvananthapuram
Dist was missing from his house 25.12.2021
onwards, He has about 155 cm height, White
complexion and fat physique, At the time of
missing he was wearing dark and light Blue
coloured Jersy (Name 'Nippin' Is printed at back
side) and dark Blue coloured shots. A case is
registered at Poovar Police Station as Cr. 1980/2021 U/ Sec: 57 of KP Act.
Any information receives regarding the person may kindly intimate in
gither of the phone numbers given below.

Inspector of Police, Poovar : 9497987026
sub Inspector of Police, Poovar ; 9497906030
Police Station, Poovar : 0471 2211100.

NIPPIN CLEMENT

(353/F2/2022/1&PRD)

») GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

0/o. THE CHIEF ENGINEER, HYDROLOGY
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

Online Tenders are invited through e-procurement portal for the following works
Tender Notice No. NHP/APSWI/RTDAS/T/2021-22

Work description: Supplying, Installation, Testing, Commissioning, Operation and
Maintenance of Real Time Data Acquisition System (RTDAS) for selected Barrages,
Reservoirs, Rivers! Streams and Canals in Andhra Pradesh and inlegrate with Dala
Center located at Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh under National Hydrology Project, PID &
Package No. 10694& NHP-2021-2022-APSW-960839. Start/Last Date/Time of Tender
documeant schedules available: From21/02/2022 at 11:00 AM to 2370372022 up 1o 3:30
PM. Interested authorized | reputed Bidders may obtain the tender schedule from
https:/leprocure.gov.infeprocurefapp. For Further details visit
http:/inhp.mowr.gov.in/Homenew/TenderDetails.aspx and
hitp:ffimigationap.cgg.gov.infwrd/getTenderDigest. Contact:8331019653, 7032229693
Email: andhrasw@ap.gov.in

Sdi- Sri. TV.N.AR. Kumar, DL1B/0Z72022,

DIPR No 621PRICLAADYTHA2021-22 Dt 1802 2022 Chief Engineer, Hydrology. Vijayawada
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In a first in India, AIIMS uses rare op to treat fetal lung mass

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Abnormal lung
tissue growth, a birth defect,
is seen in nearly one in 1,000
newborns. In most cases, doc-
tors say, the condition refer-
red to as bronchopulmonary
sequestration (BPS), does not
cause a baby significant pro-
blem during development.
However, there are always
exceptions. AIMS, Delhi re-
cently got a referral where a
27-week fetus suffering from
BPS had a large lung mass
that was causing a massive
collection of fluid in the chest
leading to compression of the

heart and lungs.

Dr Vatsala Dadhwal, pro-
fessor, maternal fetal medici-
nedivision, departmentof gy-
naecology and obstetrics, sa-
id usually in some cases,
shunts are inserted to drain
the fluid from the lungs so
thatcompressiononthe heart
can be removed to prevent he-
artfailure. Butthisisatempo-
rary measure, she said.

The other option is to burn
the blood vessel supplying the
tumour or abnormal lung tis-
sue under ultrasound guidan-
ce inside the womb. “This is a
technically demanding proce-
dure requiring a high level of
expertise. This procedure can

be done by laser energy, which
has been reported previously.
The other technique which can
be performed is the Radio-Fre-
quency Ablation (RFA) that
uses radiofrequency energy
for ablating the vessel. We cho-
sethe latter to operate on the fe-
tus as the vessel supplving blo-
od to the tumour was quite
big,” Dr Dadhwal said.

“Till date, the use of RFA
for such a condition has been
reported previously only in
three cases of which only one
baby has survived. Ours is the
second successful case in the
world,” the AIIMS professor sa-
id. “Ours is the first case of the
same from India,” she added.

AIIMS performed the surgery
on December 23. The baby was
delivered on February 5. “The
day following the procedure,

me of birth, the tumour had
completely disappeared. “The
baby was discharged in a healt-
hy condition,” she added.

A 27-week fetus suffering from bronchopulmonary
sequestration had a large lung mass that was
causing a massive collection of fluid in the chest.
The doctors chose to burn the blood vessel that
was supplying the tumour or abnormal lung tissue
under ultrasound guidance inside the womb

the fluid started decreasing. It
disappeared completely by day
gseven and the lungs also expan-
ded,” Dr Dadhwal explained.
She further said that by the ti-
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The ATIMS doctors said pa-
rents should be aware that ma-
ny conditions of the fetus are
amenable to treatment inside
the womb. There are others

wherein some temporary in-
terventions can be done inside
the womb and definitive mana-
gement provided after birth so
thatthebaby can survive inthe
womb till delivery. This know-
ledge should be used both by
patients and the general physi-
cians to refer patients to fetal
medicine centres like AIIMS,
New Delhi in time for possible
treatment, they said.

The division of fetal
medicine, AIIMS has been
in existence since the 1980s
and has been the first centre
in the country to provide
fetal interventions, both diag-
nostic and therapeutic.

AIIMS, New Delhi has been

thefirst centre to start fetal blo-
od transfusions in the country
having performed more
than 1,500 procedures so far
“We are probably performing
the maximum number of such
procedures in the world pre-
sently. In the last 10 years, we
have started and perfected the
procedures for managing
complicated twin pregnancies
that need treatment inside the
womb using laser and radiofre-
quency ablation. We have also
got experience of inserting
shunts for draining fluids from
bladder or the lungs and mana-
cing various fetal heartrate ab-
normalities inside the womb,”
D Dadhwal said.

‘Defence consultant’ in net
for duping bizmen of crores

Lured Them With Promise Of Securing Supply Tenders

SITUATION
ACADEMIC

TEACHER

WALK-IN

INTERVIEW

Dhamma Dipa School, 3
Co-Ed Buddhist Minority School in
Tripura 5tate, urgently need well
experienced Principal,
Vice-Principal, Teachers for English,
Hindi, History, Geography, Music,
Social Science, Computer, Maths,
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Arts &
PTl to teach Junior and Senior
classes of CB.S.E. Board (New Delhi)
upto +2 Level. interested

LEASE & RENT |

WAREHOUSE (B7T5: Bullt to
Suit) for Leaze/Kent at Bs 17
per sqft on NHTHAD in Shamli
District {NCE). Can plan from
25,000 sqft to 100,000 sqft
warehouses, Can construct
within 68 months. Call
SROG1627T06.

SEBI'ViCes

ASTROLDGY |

IF GOD WISHES, | WILL NOT
LET ANYONE'S LOVE BREAK
ASTER OF 7 ILMAS

BABA KAMALUDDIN™ %

lm Union Bank 7 .-
= Wiy »-.--—
= . .
Security Services, Support
Services Department,
2nd Floor, Central Office,
238, Vidhan Bhavan Marg,
Mariman Point, Mumbai-00 021.

TENDER NOTICE

RFP for empanelment of
vendors based in Mumbai /
Navi Mumbai/Thane for
supply, installation, servicing
& maintenance of Fire
Protection Systems along
with Deployment of full-time
fire safety technicians (FSTs).
Union Bank of India requests
for proposal (RFP) for
ampanelment of vendors based
in Mumbai/Navi Mumbaif
Thane for supply, installation,
servicing & maintenance of Fire
Protection Systems along
with deployment of Full-Time
Fire Safety Technicians (FSTs).
The last date & time for
submission of Technical & Price
Bids in physical form for RFP
i5 14/03/2022 up to 03.00 pm.
For details please refer to the
Banks website http://
www.unionbankofindia.co.in

Pagsad by Ms. Kamind Lau,
Juoige (MACT]-09, (5) THE, Deihi
In MALCT Mo, G85/2018
Anita Sakiani & Ora.

WERSLIS
Hational Insurance Co Litd & Ors.
Natica 1o Riespandents - = Resgordents
B2 - 5rel, Bies] Fowr Sefy | Deceed Ohner Tyoesh LR
Shr Amardesp Singh, Sla Sh. fdar Singh
Rl o b WEE 349 S Bag, Sheskar ash, ew D
F-3: 5. Kulanddl |Decaesed Dower fueugs LR s)
A Sl Pocdela Mamy, W Late Shn Eulandwil
(B Master Saphen, Sho Late Shi Kulardl
{Wiinor thrcugh his mothar Sl Punesta Marry)
(G Masher Jalson, Sdo Labg Shi Kulangwil
i Minor Srough his mathar Sml. Punesta Mamy)
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Deihi based Handsome boy,
hedght 57790, working as a
Corparaie Lawysr with

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A conman posing as a “de-
fence consultant”™, who duped business-
men of crores of rupees on the pretext
of helping them bag supply tenders in
the defence ministry, international es-
tablishments and Indian Army cante-
ens, has been arrested by Delhi Police’s
Economic Offences Wing.

The accused, K Venkata Krishna
Murthi (58), is a resident of Dehra-
dun. He promised business houses to
get them registered with various de-
fence establishments under the Make
in India Scheme so that they became
eligible for defence orders.

Joint commissioner (EOW) Chha-
yva Sharma said Murthi was a
chemical engineer from a reputed
university in Hyvderabad. *He repre-
sented himself to the victimsas an I1-
Tian with links to senior DRDO offi-
cers,” she added.

Initial investigation shows that
Murthiduped 31 victims of Rs 3.9 cro-
re, Cops suspect there may be more

Noida panel
to check rules

CAUGHT: K Venkata Krishna Murthi

victimsand have appealed to peopleto
come forward with their complaints.

EOW started tracking the conman
afterreceivingacomplaintfromavic-
tim. Later, 20 others filed complaints
alleging that Murthi and his associa-
tes, through his company “Magnitech
Engineers”, cheated them.

“Murthi assured to help the busi-
nessmen in getting purchase orders,
tenders and bids in ministry of defen-
ce, C5D canteens, international agen-
cies, etc. He took money in advance as

consultancy fees. He promised to re-
turn the consultancy fees if hisentity
failed to arrange any orders within
s3ix months and gave post-dated che-
quesas security,” said Sharma.

A team led by DCP K Ramesh le-
arnt that Murthi used to execute con-
sultancy and fees protection agree-
ments with the victims to win their
trust. They then seized the original
consultancy and fees protection agre-
ements. The details of bank accounts
of the victims were obtained and pay-
ments made by them authenticated.
The bank accounts of the accused we-
rethen frozen.

The accused had hired several sa-
les executives to entice more compa-
nies through social media platforms.
A notice was issued to Murthi, but in-
stead of joining the investigation he
left Delhi. He had also opened offices
inotherstates, includingone in Mum-
bai. He frequently changed his where-
aboutstoavoid being arrested. He was
tracked down to Dehradun using
technical surveillance.
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a multinational company,

Former cop
DERC’s new
ombudsman

New Delhi: The capital's
power regulator DERC
has appointed Delhi Police’s
former special commissioner
Pardeep Kumar Bhardwaj as
its ombudsman to examine
grievances of the city’s elec-
tricity consumers.

A 1987-batch IPS officer of
the AGMUT cadre, Bhardwaj
had earlier held several
prestigious posts in the cen-
tral government and had reti-
red as a special commissioner
of DelhiPolice.

He was administered the
path of office by the
Delhi Eleectricity Regulatory
Commission Chairman
Justice (Retd) Shabihul Has-
nain earlier this week, said a
DERC statement.

The institution of the
Electricity Ombudsman was
established by the Commis-
sion under the provisions
of Sections 42(5) and 42(6) of
the Electricity Act, 2003 and
the DERC (Forum for redres-
sal of grievancesof the consu-
mers and ombudsman) Regu-
lations, 2018.

Four consumer grievan-
ces redressal forum (CGREY).
one each for consumersof dis-
coms BSES Rajdhani Power
Lid(BRPL), BSES Yamuna Po-
wer Ltd (BYPL), Tata Power
Delhi Distribution Litd
{(TPDDL) and New Delhi Mu-
nicipal Council (NDMC) have
been functioning since 2004.

Any aggrieved electricity
consumer may approach the
appropriate forum seeking
redressal of his grievance re-
lated to metering, billing,
grant of a new connection,
disconnection, reconnection,
change of name of theregiste-
red consumer.

But these forums cannot
be moved in matters related to
the unauthorised use or theft
of electricity and meter tam-
pering amongothers. e

Living in fear, guilty roam free,
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(Security)
NOTICES
. INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK

| Branch : Ashok Vihar

{We are extremely pleased o
finform all our esteemed
jcustomers that Indian
iOverseas Bank, Ashok Vihar
| Branch is shifting to our new
| FrEmISEs ak:
| A-29, Phase - |, Ashok
Vihar, New Delhi-110052
w.e.f21.02.2022
| Hence all banking services can
| be availed and operated at the
labove premises from
121.02.2022,
[ We look forward to serve our
{customers from our new
| premises.

Date: 21.02.2022
| Chief Regional Manager
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for structural
safety audit

Greater Noida: The Greater
Moida Industrial Develop-
ment Authority (GNIDA) has
formed a committee to under-
take a detailed study of the
current provisions of the
structural safety certificate
and introduce modifications
where required. The Authori-
ty will take the helpof II'T-Del-
hiorasimilar institute forthe
studyandsubmitareportinls
days, officials said.

The move follows the Fe-
bruary 10 vertical collapse of
living rooms of five flats —
from the sixth to the second
floors—inoneof the towersat
Chintels Paradiso, a condomi-
nium in Gurgaon’s Sector 109,
The incident had led to the de-
ath of two residents. It also
sparked outrage among resi-
dents of several other condo-
miniums across the National
Capital Region who have de-
manded structural audits of
their complexes,

On Sunday, GNIDA offici-
als said a committee compri-
sing officials from has been
set up on Saturday to prepare
a standard draft on structural
safety, including meodifica-
tions to the existing format,
with the help of experts from
[IT-Delhiorasimilar body. tuw
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RECRUITMENT / TENDER /
PUBLIC NOTICE:

9312633518

PROPERTY:

9999499496

MATRIMONIAL:
7906444528

9871504897

»

CHANGE OF NAME /
LOST & FOUND:
8130604727

EDUCATION:
9560002888

SERVICES & SHOPPING:
9560002888; 9312633518

VEHICLES & TRAVEL:
9999499496

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
WEBIW/EE/MEDSMIT-12/2021-2022 (5L
Mo. 01, 02, 03, 04, 05) On behalf of the
Governor of West Bengal, tender is
inwited by the undersigned for 5 (five)
nos. wark under Metropolitan Electrical
Division, 1 & W Dte., Govt, of West
Bengal. Last Date of Application:
24.02.2022 uptoe 5.00 p.m. Last Date &
Time for Dropping s 28.02.2022 upto
15.00 hrs. other details will be available
from the notice board of office of the
undersigned on working days and also
from website wwwowbiwd.govin 5d/-
Executive Engineer, Metropalitan
Electrical divizion, | & W Dte., Govt. of
West Bengal ICA-T3105{2)i20E2

Paradiso residents

Akanksha.Gupta@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: There was silence on the
streets but the message was loud and
clear as more than 200 men, women
and elderly from Chintels Paradiso
and adjoining condominiums took out
a protest march on Sunday As they
walked side by side, holding banners
and placards for nearly 1.5-km cros-
ging Chintels Serenity, Brisk Lumbi-
ni, and Raheja Chowk before congre-
gating at ATS Chowk, their demand
was simple — the immediate arrest of
the promoters and directors of Chin-
tels India Ltd and the government offi-
cials who gave occupation certificates
(OC) for the Paradiso apartments.

“It has been 10 days since the Fe-
bruary 10 cave-in at Paradiso that left
two residents of the condominium
dead and another seriously injured
but there is neither any clarity from
the administration on what action
theywill betakingnoristhereaclear
roadmap for rehabilitation of the af-
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Protesters demanded immediate arrest of
the promaoters and directors of Chintels

fected families. While a structural
audit of Paradiso has been ordered,
no details on the scope of work have
been shared with us. Similarly, an
FIR has been registered against the
Chintels MD and others but no arrest
has been made so far. The admini-
stration is only giving verbal assu-
rances,” Varun Dhamija, a resident
of the condo, said. Had the admini-
stration had acted on the residents’
complaint last vear, he added, such

ay at protest

an incident could have been averted.

According toresidents, todate, no
one from the Chintels’ management
has reached out to them. “Our fellow
residents of D tower have been dis-
placed from their homes, and the re-
sidents of other towers have been li-
ving in a state of fear and anguish in
an unsafe environment. The rubbles
from the collapse are yet to be remo-
ved and are a constant reminder of
the horrifving incident of February
10,” Sanjay Suhag, a resident of F
block of the condo, said.

Two separate FIRs have been re-
gistered in the incident till now,

Meanwhile, a group of residents
also met chief minister Manohar Lal
Khattar and were assured that strict
action would be taken against all re-
sponsible. On February 14, the CM had
directed the state government's town
and country planning department
(DTCP) to identify all residential buil-
dings where RWAs report siructural
damage and initiate safety audits.

‘No sale registration for Chintels projects’

Times News NETWORK

Gurgaon: Deputy commissioner
Nishant Yadav has ordered that regi-
stration of sale deeds of all
projects of the developer of
Chintels Paradiso be stopped
till further notice. 1
Inaletter tothe sub-regist-
rars of Gurgaon, Yadav said
that prima facie, it appeared
that the developer was at fault
in connection with the Febru-
ary 10 cave-in at Paradiso,
where two residents were kil-
led. Two FIRs have been lodged aga-
inst the developer and probe 1s on.
“In light of this incident at Chin-
tel Paradiso, all sub-registrars have
been directed to refrain from registe-
ring any document related to any
property in projects developed by
Chintels India Ltd. Chintels Exports
Pvt Ltd, Ashok Solomon and Intels

DAYS

SINCE

CAVE-IN AT
PARADISO

India Pvt Ltd,” the letter read.

Apart from Paradiso, the other
projects of the developer include
Chintels Serenity, Chintels Corpora-
te Park, Sobha City, Interna-
tional City and ATS Kocoon.
All these projects are off the
Dwarka Expressway.

Will bear structural audit
cost, ready to reimburse:
The developer of Chintels
Paradiso will bear the cost
of structural audit of resi-
dential towers in the society,
a spokesperson for the company
said on Sunday.

On February 14, the town and co-
untry planning department had
written to the director of II'T-Delhi
for conducting an audit of the buil-
dings at Paradiso, where a vertical
collapse of fivelivingroomsled tothe
deaths of two residents on February

10. Apart from ascertaining the rea-
son behind the cave-in, the district
administration had also sought the
II'T"s advice on whether the towers
weresatetoliveinornotand ifthede-
fects were repairable. There was, ho-
wever, uncertainty over who would
bear the cost of the audit.

In a statement on Sunday, the de-
veloper said that in case of any
defect, the owner of the flat
would be given an alternative accom-
modation till the repair work was
over. The developer will also reim-
burse the affected flat owners who
are willing to stay in the society. Dis-
trict town planner (enforcement) RS
Batth said the developer would be as-
ked to deposit the amount with the
district administration.

“The company will not be allowed
to pay directly to the auditor. It will
have to be done through a govern-
ment agency,” he added.

Green View to be given
to NBCC by March 1

Gurgaon: Deputy commissioner Nishant Yadav has
appointed district town planner (enforcement) RS
Batth as the nodal officer and duty magistrate to su-
pervise the entire process of NBCC Green View’s
handover to the developer for carrying out repair

Yadav's order said, “As the nodal officer, Batth

Webhel Contact Numbers Regarding WB Municipal General Election 2022,
WBEIDC Ltd. Cooch Behar District
{Amﬂfm'ﬁﬂﬂ*' Sl. No. | Name of the Municipality | MRO Control Room No.
Ei&ﬁiﬂgﬂﬁagéﬂ Lahe H&kﬂtﬂ 700 0‘91 1 &ﬂﬂd"l EEhEF I:SEdEI r} 03582-227105
h':.En::I:' ES::I'EH-E::‘&E: ; . 2 Tufanganj 03582-244252
Dated: 16-02-2022 3 Mathabhanga 03583-255287
For "REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR S
SUPPLY OF SIMS FOR SMART 4 Mekhligan; 03584-255207
METER PROJECT femee
Due date of Submission: 08-03-2022 (12:00 PM). 5 Haldibari
s s | S o, | Offcs DMEO Control Room No. | | Workat the society
hittps:/fhware. wiobael. e 3
. m_?l;'%m';mmm 1 District Control Room 03582-222614
ICA-T3098(3)/2022 Memo Mo, : GWICAADDICOBELEC Dated, Cooch behar, 20,02.2022

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
“The ADG & IG of Correctional Services,
'WE, for and on behalf of the Governor of
WEB, invites e-tenders for supply of
Dietary and Misc articles to 08 (eight)
Central Correctional Homes [Presidency,
Baruipur, Bum Dum, Midnapore,
Berhampore, Burdwan, lalpaiguri &
Balurghat] & Alipore Women's
Correctional Home far the period from
01.04.2022 to 30.09.2022. Tender
Inviting Motice No. 466/TN-2022. Dated:

08.02.2022. Date of uploading and
documents download starts:
08.03.2022 at 17:00 hrs. Last date of
submission of tender: 29.03.2022 by
17:00 hrs, Full particulars may be had

from the website
wwwwhbtenders.gov.in The ADG B G of
Correctional Services, West Bengal
reserves the rights to cancel any or all
the tenders without showing any
reason.” 5df- ADG & IG of Correctianal

Services, W.B. ICA-T3094(4)/2022
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will supervise handover of the pro-
ject to the developer by March 1.”

Yadav also said if need arises.
the nodal officer can seek police as-
gsistancetoexecute theorder,andin
case any person actsagainst the di-
rective, the department will initia-
te proceedings under Section 188 of
IPC, sections 51-60 of the Disaster
Management Act, 2005 and other
legal provisions.

Batthtold TOI that officials will
try to get the flats vacated amicably
without using any force or causing
any inconvenience to the resi-
dents. “We held a meeting with fa-
milies in Green View and explai-
ned to them about the situation. A
team will again visit the society on
Monday," he said. mw
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SANTOSH DESAI

In the 705, when we first
bought a tape recorder,
those little boxes with a
few buttons, one of them
red, their role was largely
to record the sound of our
own voices, The idea that
music could be played back on it never re-
ally occurred to us, at least not in the be-
ginning. The wonder of listening to our
ownvoices, trapped in alittle box for eter-
nity, was by itself enough. Theearliestre-
cordings were of our performances —a
poem, ajoke, some funny shayaris, asong
punctuated with large gulps of air be-
tween the words and some very laboured
and self-conscious conversation. Hear-
ingourselvesrevealed something hither-
to hidden to us — the pitch, the timbre,
the sound of the laugh, the squeals of de-
light — all felt like an out-of-body experi-
ence, We could listen to, and inflict on
others, what in retrospect were thor-
oughly unentertaining snippets of silli-
ness over and over again.

It was the experience of capturing a
sense of ourliving selves, as against pho-
tographs that immeortalised us by freez-
ing our existence, that was exhilarating.
To a generation that associated recorded
voices only with the famous or the truly
talented, the idea of hearing one's own
voice coming out of a gadget felt a little
miraculous. It is strange how that specif-
icneed of self-recognition seems to have
disappeared or more likely dissolved in-
tovideo recordings of the self.

The first impression that a new gad-
get made in those constrained times of-
ten had nothing to do with its eventual
function. Inthecase of thetaperecorder,
it had also to do with the fact that in its
earliest days, there were no pre-corded
cassettes that were easily available, so
the act of recording music was a painful
song-by-song effort, which involved con-
necting a tinny tape-recorder to an even
tinnier transistor: However, in the case
of the refrigerator, it was because the
wonder lay elsewhere.

When the first refrigerator came, ice

was magic. Cold water was great too, but
ice cubes, the unlikely junction of win-
ter and geometry, were mesmerising.
The first few days were spent crunching
ice londly, for where else did one access
an unlimited supply of this delightful
but occasional form of water? Thefridge-
e's main function — that of preserving
food —wasof little interest. Infact, even
today, in many parts of India, the prefer-
ence for fresh food is so strong that the
fridge islittle more thana cupboard that
makes ice and keeps water cold.

But the 70s and 80s were times when
gadgets were monuments. Imposing, sa-
cred, to be approached with the greatest
reverenceand not alittle fear. They were
installations that exuded mystery and

The gadget was part of the act of
establishing one’s world. Bit by
bit, we crystallised our existence
by filling out our homes.

The function these gadgets
served was important, but even
more important was their value
as objects to be owned

needed to be dealt with only by Impor-
tant People, namely the men of the
house. We never had a record plaver and
had access to it only when we went to an
uncle’s house, Noreligious rite has been
carried out with greater ceremony; the
Japanese tea ritual is a quick act com-
pared with the fastidious and highly
elaborate regimen for playing music on
the gramophone, as it was then called. It
involved first removing the ornate cover
from the stereo system, carefully selec-
ting a dise from a neatly stacked pile of
options, wiping the cover of the album,
slowly, really slowly extracting the re-
cord from the sleeve, caressing it clean
with the merest whisper of a cloth, plac-
ing it with adoring care in its slot, lifting
the needle asgingerly as if wereavial of
toxic plutonium, waiting purposefully
just for the heck of it before finally unit-
ing the needle with its destined groove,
and letting the music flow.

Small increments in functionality

Adventures in Gadgetland

CITY CITY BANG BANG

could lead to big changes in the way
we lived. When the radio became the
transistor, many other things changed.
The gadget became less of a monument
and more a personal accessory The
transistor attached itself into the en-
trails of our lives, as it went where we
went, in our bedrooms, bathrooms and
even in the basket of our bicvcles. Asa
consequence, film songs entered the
crevices of our lives, acting as a moving
map of our moods, the articulator of the
unsaid, the extrapolator of the mun-
dane into the sublime. Songs became
personal documents, secret friends that
saw a part of usthatnoone else ever did.
The act of humming a song to oneself
had always rendered a public good pri-
vate, but the transistor made this per-
sonal ownership official. The device of
the farmaish created some sort of com-
mon currency of the popular without
surrendering entirely toit.

The gadget was part of the act of es-
tablishing one's world. Bit by bit, we
crystallised our existence by filling out
our homes. Ghar basana, the gradual
setting up of the home, was nothing but
the act of populating it with facilities
and meaning. Prosperity rippled
around us, forming a protective moat.
The function these gadgets served was
important, but even more important
was their value as ohjects to be owned.
They expanded our sense of self,
stretching the boundaries of our em-
pires bit by bit. They represented what
we were capable of by their presence
morethan by their use.

The gadget, if anything, is even
more central to our lives today. While
we may own our share of blenders,
hairdryers, air fryers, home theatres
and the like, there is really only one
gadget at the heart of evervthing we do.
The mobile phone today is a master-key
of all devices. It packs so much function-
ality in its petite form that we have ex-
hausted any concept of wonder usuallv
associated with the gadget. We take the
magic of the phone for granted as we
await the next upgrade. The gadget still
changes our lives in small and impor-
tant ways, but perhaps it does not excite
the emotions itoncedid.

santosh36s@egmail.com
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DU to give 1.7 lakh

Suspect in city murder
case caught in Jaipur

Investor expo
to be held

for Business
Blasters: Govt

Tinmes News NETwWORK

New Delhi: Deputy chief mi-
nister Manish Sisodia on Sun-
day held a review meeting
with officials for the second ro-
und of the Business Blasters
programme. The Delhi go-
vernment said that in the se-
cond round of the program-
me, an investors’ expo will be
organised where the top 100 te-
ams will be evaluated by in-
dustrialists and experts, who
will invest in the teams.

The government said that
1,000 teams, that were selected
from the first round will pre-
sent their ideas at 28 Delhi go-
vernment schools in a panel
comprising of industrialists,
education department offici-
als and members from diffe-
rent universities of Delhi.

“The panel will review
these ideas, assess them on
set parameters and select
them for the third phase of
business blasters.The top 100
teams selected by the expert
panel will be presented at an
investors' expo organised by
the Delhi government where
the ideas will be assessed by
successful  entrepreneurs
and experts from universiti-
es,” officials said.

They further said that the
top 10 teams that are selected
at the expo will get direct ad-
mission to BBA courses in
universities that come under
Delhi government.

“The 1,000 teams selected
forthe second round arerece-
iving regular guidance and
mentorshipfromexpertsand
industrialists. Through this
programme, the Delhi go-
vernment’s vision is to pre-
pare youth who can become
job providers and not job see-
kers and who can contribute
to the economic development
of the country,” the govern-
ment said in a statement.

DU, JNU vice-chancellors meet,
discuss implementation of NEP

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: The vice-chan-
cellors of Delhi University
and Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity have held discussions
on the New Education Policy
(NEP)2020.

In a tweet Sunday, JNU sa-
id that among other things.
“the heads of the two leading
universities discussed strate-
zies to accelerate the imple-
mentation processof NEE"

Speaking to TOIL, DU VC
Yogesh Singh said that while

his meeting with Santishree
Dhulipudi Pandit, the vice-
chancellor of JNU, was a co-
urtesy call, there were discus-
sionson the policy.

“We did discuss the NEP
implementation but fram-
eworks for DU and JNU will be
quite different. JNU primarily
has post-graduate courses and
not many bachelor’s courses-
For DU, on the other hand, the
framework is only for under-
graduate courses, For PG cour-
ses, we will be discussing and
debating the framework only

after a vear or two when the re-
quirement arises,” Singh said.
DU will be implementing
the NEP 2020 from the upco-
ming academic session whe-
re a four-year undergraduate
programme will be offered to
students. According to the
framework to be adopted by
DU, students with a three-ve-
ar undergraduate course can
pursue a two-vear PG degree
while those with a four-year
UG course will be able to
complete their master’'s
programme ina year,

degrees digitally at
08th convocation

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Delhil University
(DL7) is set to hold its 98th con-
vocation on Saturday, where it
will give digital degrees to
nearly 1.73 lakh students.
Senior officials said that
the graduates would also recei-
ve the printed degrees withina

printed degrees tograduates is
aimed at reducing woes faced
by students asittakesatleasta
couple of years to get the deg-
rees after graduation.
According to data shared
by varsity officials, over 77,500
undergraduate and post-gra-
duate students will be recei-
ving their degrees this yvear

month of the Over 91,800 under-
convocation. graduate and 1126

*On the day of post-graduate  stu-
the convocation, dents from the Scho-
we will release the ol of Open Learning
digital degreesand EEpUd iR ]:13 will get their degrees
all students who REALLUARL]E in  the next two
completed theirre- [alaldALIE2 months.  Officials
spective courses in E';'F?S;i‘tg SAID added that 650 PhD
2021 will be recei- students would also
ving emails for the be awarded their
same. We have sent all thedata degreesthis vear

for printing the hard copies al-
ready” said DS Rawat, DU’s
dean of examinations.

“We should receive the
same by the second week of
March, after which individual
verification of the degrees will
occur. Once this is done, the
degrees will be sent to the re-
spective colleges and students
can collect the same,” he said.

The varsity's move to issue

“Earlier data was collected
through colleges and it ended
up being a time-consuming
process,” Rawat said.

“But this vear, we are near-
ly ready with the degrees as we
collected thedatadirectly thro-
ugh the new examination
form. Hence, the mark sheet
and admit card data was ready
and could be sentfor printing,”
he explained.

IT'T hopes to create
drug molecules to
treat Alzheimer’s

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Researchers at In-
dian Institute of Technology
(IITyDelhi havedesigned and de-
monstrated a new strategy for
developing potential drug mole-
cules that can be used for trea-
ting various diseases like encep-
halitis and protein aggregation
diseases such as Alzheimer’s.

IIT SAYS

Molecules have shapes
just like objects.
Designing and
synthesising molecules
with diverse shapes is
an art in itself

Presently, computer-aided
rational drug discovery is utili-
sed to find target molecules for
a particular protein target and
it takes a considerable amount
of time, accordingtoII'T,

“Drugs are mostly organic
molecules that interact with
molecules present in the hu-
man body. The moleculesinthe
body are bigger in size and are
tvpically called macromolecu-
les. The researchers have come
upwithachemical strategy ba-

sed on the macromaolecular mi-
micry. Molecules have shapes
justlikeobjects. Designingand
synthesising molecules with
diverse shapes is an art in
itself. Mimicking the macro-
molecular interface by
uniquely shaped small mole-
cules is an approach adopted
by the research group,”
the institute said.

Professor V Haridas of IIT
Delhi's chemistry department
collaborated with virologist
professor Guruprasad Medi-
geshi of Translational Health
Science and  Technology
Institute and biochemist pro-
fessor Bishwajit kKundu of
Kusuma School of Biological
Sciences, IIT Delhi, for the
research work.

“The tools of organic che-
mistry and biophysics were ut-
ilised to design molecules that
target protein interface. We
used this strategy to design
drug molecules, which could
be useful for treatment of Japa-
nese Encephalitis Virus(JEV),
the main cause for viral encep-
halitis in Southeast Asian co-
untries and protein aggrega-
tion diseases such as Alzhei-
mer's. We have also patented
the JEV inhibitor drug
molecule,” the professor said.

New Delhi: A 26-vear-old suspect was
detained from Jaipur on Sunday in con-
nection with the murder case of a wo-
man in north Delhi, police said. The ac-
cused, who was planning to flee to a sa-
ferplace, willreach Delhi at night for in-

(* ¢if- TATA INSTITUTE OF FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH
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GOVT WORKING TO MAKE ARUNACHAL A MAJOR MEHBOOBA URGES PEOPLE TO VOTE FOR GUPKAR

4 GATEWAY TO SOUTHEAST ASIA, SAYS PM MODI

ALLIANCE TO DEFEAT BJP IN NEXT J&K POLLS

Wanted: A super vaccine that
fights all coronavirus variants

Variants have made last year’s vaccines less effective, and new coronaviruses that start

new pandemics might be on the horizon. It's time for a vaccine that can fight them all

Times News NETWORK

eath visited every neighbour-
Dhﬂﬂd in last summer's Delta

wave, but it was a time of low
vaccination. Omicron’s sweep across
the country in December and Janu-
ary was unexpected though. While the
death toll remained low, it showed that
lasting “immunity” from Covid is prob-
ably unachievable. Not with two vac-
cine doses, not even with three or four.

In Israel, health workers got in-
fected even after taking two booster
shots. A Financial Times report says:
“A fourth dose of the BioNTech/Phizer
vaccine was largely ineffective in stop-
ping Omicron infections despite in-
creasing antibodies.”

In a way, vaccine makers acknowl-
edge this reality while recommend-
ing more booster shots. But from the
public’s point of view, boosters are
inconvenient, expensive and, perhaps,
impractical. Never before have govern-
ments run adult immunisation pro-
grammes. So, a Covid strategy based
on yearly vaccination is unlikely to suc-
ceed, But if we could have a vaccine that
takes care of not only Covid’s variants
but also new coronaviruses that emerge
in the future, it could be a game changer.

Need For Universal Vaccine

In December, American disease ex-
pert Anthony Fauci and two of his
colleagues made a case for a universal
vaccine in the New England Journal
of Medicine. They said Covid is un-
likely to go away, and existing vaccines
won't be able to stop the rise of its new
variants. At the same time new coro-
naviruses could escape from the wild
to start new pandemics. Therefore,
scientists need to find a uni-
versal coronavirus vaccine
urgently.

A recent article in Nature
also calls for making “variant-
proof” vaccines because the
“protection offered by a booster dose is
transient and will wane with time”. It
savs we need vaccines that prevent in-
fection as much as severe disease.

Work In Progress

The idea of a universal vaccine is not
new. Scientists have been trying to make
a universal flu shot for over 10 years.
Clinical trials of a candidate vaccine
started in 2019, but it’s not approved for
the market so far,

Fauci and other experts admit a uni-
versal vaccine for Covid variants and
future coronaviruses won't materialise
anytime soon. Unlike the current crop

HOPE (]

SHIFTING
TARGETS

VACCINES
Existing
coronavirus
vaccines train
the immune
system to
neutralise the
spike proteins:.—
But the spike
mutates, so
vaccines become
less effective

as new variants
arise

b
of Covid vaccines where “we knew what
the target was: it was there, it was right
in front of us.” he says in the F'T article,
a universal vaccine will be targeted at
genetic sequences that are not known.

But new research shows making
such a vaccine is possible. S0 far, all
coronavirus vaccines have targeted the
virus's spike protein, which is prone to
mutation. Between the original “‘Wuhan'
virus — on which all vaceines are based -
and Omicron there are at least 30 differ-
ences in the spike alone. Which explains
the diminishing efficacy of vaccines.

S0, for a universal vaccine scien-
tists are aiming at those parts of the vi-
rus that do not change from variant to
variant. If the immune system could be
trained to recognise these “conserved”
parts, also known as “epitopes” — a vac-
cine targeting a range of coronaviruses
would be possible.

And a few such vac-
cines are already under
development, The US
military's Walter Reed
Army Institute of Re-
search is awaiting phase-1 results of its
pan-coronavirus vaccine candidate. FT
mentions another potential universal
vaccine being developed by the firm
DIOSynVax.

Massachusetts-based VBI Vaccines
has taken a different approach. Instead
of identifving the stable virus parts or
epitopes, it has placed the spike pro-
teins of three different coronaviruses
that cause SARS, MERS and Covid on
particles that resemble a virus and in-
duce the immune system to react. Will
these vaccines free us from the need
for vearly boosters? It's too early to say
Some experts think lifelong immunity

SPIKE
PROTEINS
The spike
proteins on a
coronavirus's
surface
enable it to
attach to the
target’s cells

EPITOPES

A universal vaccine would
target those parts of the
virus that don't change
from variant to variant

might not be possible even with a “uni-
versal” shot, But protection for even 5 or
10 vears would be a huge improvement.

Looking Beyond Coronaviruses
Other scientists have been fryving to

find a way to boost immunity against
not just coronaviruses but all types of
pathogens. The New Yorker describes it
as “broad spectrum” immunity.

They have known for years that
vaceines for one disease sometimes im-
prove immunity against other diseases
also. For example, in the Soviet Union
people were given the oral polio vaceine
every year as protection against flu.
Data also shows babies given the BCG
shot against TB at birth have a 75% low-
er risk of death in early life. And coun-
tries with higher BCG coverage appear
to have lower Covid mortality rates too,

Scientists have also observed that
vaccines containing a live, weakened
germ - such as BCG, OPV and the MV
vaccine for measles - produce stronger
overall immunity than vaccines con-
taining just a part of the germ.

The New Yorker sayvs, “In theory, we
could use a preexisting vaccine to pro-
tect against a new virus while more spe-
cific vaccines are still being developed.™

This approach could reduce the ini-
tial severity of a new pandemic. While
researchers develop a disease-specific
vaccine, an “immunity booster™ shot of
some other vaccine could keep the death
toll down and make lockdowns and oth-
er disruptions unnecessary.

“It wouldn't halt a virus's progres-
sion, but it might slow it, and perhaps
spare the most vulnerable some of the

worst effects,” the New Yorker says.
Source: Media reports

Pak arrests 31
fishermen

 PIB new accreditation norms

seizes 5 vessels

Islamabad: Pakistan’s mari-
time authorities have arrest-
ed 31 Indian fishermen and
seized five of their vessels for
allegedly fishing in the coun-
irv's territorial waters, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

The Pakistan Maritime Se-
curity Agency (PMSA) said
that it apprehended the intrud-
ing vessels on Friday during
patrolling in the Pakistan Ex-
clusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

The PMSA said that one of
its “ship apprehended five
Indian fishing boats along
with3lcrew™

The boats were towed to
Karachi for further legal pro-
ceedings as per Pakistani Law
and UN Convention on Law of
the Sea, it said.

Pakistan and India regu-
larly arrest fishermen from
either side for violating the
maritime boundary which is
poorly marked at some points.

Fishermen from Pakistan
and India usually end up in
jails after thev are arrested for
fishing illegally in each oth-
er'sterritorial waters. pr

Times News NETWORK

gvague arbi

New Delhi: The Editors
Guild of India on Sunday
urged the government to
withdraw the new Central
Media Accreditation Guide-
lines ongrounds that the gui-
delines are “vague and arbi-
trary” and that “draconian
clauses™ have been included
initwith an intent torestrict
any critical and investiga-
tive reporting of govern-
ment affairs.

EGlalsosaidthe PressIn-
formation Bureau, which is-
sued the guidelines, should
undertake “a meaningtul
consultation” with all stake-
holders to come up with re-
vised guidelines.

*The Editors Guild of In-
dia is deeply concerned
about the newly released
Central Media Accredita-
tion Guidelinesissued by the
Press Information Bureau
of India, which lays down
the rules for giving accred-
itation to journalists for ac-

The Editors Guild of
India said the Press
information Bureau
should undertake ‘a
meaningful
consultation’ with
all stakeholders to
come up with
revised guidelines

cessing and reporting from
the headquarters of Govern-
ment of India,” EGIsaid ina

statement.
It also referred to as “ar-
bitrary” and “manifestly

vague and subjective”, the
provisions of the guidelines
and objected to journalists
being denied an opportunity
io be heard before their ac-
creditation is cancelled.

“Most surprisingly, 'defa-
mation’ hasbeen included as
a ground for cancellation,”
the EGI said.

A new clause requiring
police verification added

itrary: Editors Guﬂd

without defining the con-
tours of such verification,
the Editors Guild of India
said can grant unfettered
powers to the police for
denving accreditation to
journalists who seen ascriti-
cal of the government,
since no standards have
been prescribed.

“It is clear that these
vague, arbitrary, and draco-
nian clauses have been in-
cluded with an intent to re-
strict any critical and inves-
tigative reporting of govern-
ment affairs,” it said adding
that guidelines were intro-
duced without any prior
consultation with journal-
ists’ bodies, media organisa-
tions or any other relevant
stakeholders.

“The Guild therefore de-
mands awithdrawal of these
gnidelines and urgesthe PIB
to undertake meaningful
consultation with all the
stakeholdersif itis intenton
revising them,” the Editors
Guild of India said,

Girl from orphanage clears NEET

Tiraes NeEws NeTwoRK

Thane: Someone who I8
abandoned by her family at
four, along with a yvear-old kid
brother, and reared at an or-
phanage would elicit pity per-
haps even vears later Not
much would be expected of
such a child, given how cruel
fate was to her. But meet Sha-
bana Shaikh, who has set an
example for many others like
her. Now 22 years old, the feis-
ty girl didn't allow circum-
stances todampen her spirits,
and recently secured a seat in
a medical college after clear-
ing the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test, or NEET,
thus achieving the first step
towards realising her dream
of becoming adoctor.
Shabana was found with
her brother at a Mumbai hos-
pital around 18 vears ago and

SETTING AN EXAMPLE: Shabana

was brought to an orphanage
in Badlapur. Though the girl
had initially clammed up,
keeping to herself and not
speaking to anvone, the staff
could see that she was clever,
outshining the other children
her age in assigned educa-
tional tasks. Butlittledid they
think that the child would do
the institution proud one day.
“Shabana always showed ex-
emplary performance at stud-
ies, Later on, we encouraged

her to pursue any field of her
choice. She always said she
wanted to be a doctor. Little
did we realise that oneday she
would surprise us all,” said
Padma Gudhe, superintend-
ent at Bombay Teen Chal
lenge orphanage.

Shabana, who is fond of
singing, told TOI she was en-
couraged to take up medicine
by the orphanage trustees,
whoensured she was never de-
prived of adequate study mate-
rial. She had attempted NEET
two vears ago too, but wasn’t
satisfied with her scores. So
she re-attempted the test last
vear, and got a place in an Au-
rangabad college.

“I don’t remember my bio-
logical family who left me and
my brother to fend for our-
selves. Instead of looking back
and pitying myself for that, 1
focussed on creating a better

future for myself and the or-
phanage, which is now my
family and has supported me
throughout. My friends here
are proud of me. They have al-
ways helped me with routine
chores so that I could focus on
my studies. Because of them, |
could study for eight to ten
hours at a stretch, daily, and
prepare for the medical en-
france exam,” said Shabana,
who wants to specialise in gy-
naecology and serve society.
Social activists say the girl
has set an example for others
to emulate as many facing a
similar situation in life often
tend to lose hope and waver
from their ambitions.
Shabana’s achievement
has drawn the attention of
Thane collector Rajesh MNar-
vekar, who recently felicitat-
ed her and assured assist-
ance, whenever required.

Set up dedicated green body

‘Move Will Aid
India Achieve
Climate Goals’

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With experts de-
manding a separate body to
deal with issues linked cli-
mate change for long, states
have proposed setting up a
dedicated ‘environmental
council’ like GST council to
implement India’s climate ac-
tion at all levels.

Although the Centre has an
apex committee, comprising
members from 13 key minis-
tries, to coordinate actions for
achieving India’s climate goal
under the Paris Agreement,
the idea to have a separate
council came up during the
World Sustainable Develop-
ment Summit (WSDS) where
state representatives, includ-
Ing ministers, proposed having
such an independent body for
maore focused action.

They pointed out that the
implementation aspects of cli-

Getty Images/istockphoto

Kameng river flows through Dirang valley in Arunachal Pradesh. The state,
along with Meghalaya, forms the biggest carbon sinks in India

mate action, be it mitigation,
adaptationandresilience, often
falls on the state governments
and therefore there should be a
dedicated body composed of
representatives from the Cen-
treandall the states/Union Ter-
ritories (UTs).

“On the lines of the GST
Council, if we have the envi-
ronment and forest ministers
of all states along with the
Union minister of environ-
ment in a council, [ think that
iswherewecansettargetsand
policies at the national level
and implement atthe state lev-
el,” said Aaditva Thackeray,

environment minister of
Maharashtra. Participating in
a ‘ministerial session on sub-
national leadership for inclu-
sive green growth’ at WSDS, or-
ganised by The Energy and Re-
sources  Institute (TERID,
Thackeray suggested putting
out an annual environment re-
port. “We can think of an ‘ease
of living' report that lists out
environmental steps and tar-
oets, and what can be done in
terms of climate action such as
mitigation, adaptation and re-
silience,” he said.

At the session, moderated
by TERI director general, Vib-

on lines of GST council: States

ha Dhawan, the ministers
highlighted the need for new-
er measures and vardsticks to
assess and tackle climate
change related impacts. Em-
phasising the crucial role of
sub-national governance to
tackle climate change, James
K Sangma, environment and
forest minister of Meghalaya,
said, “The need of the hour is
to have a concerted effort
where all the states come to-
gether, put aside their differ-
ences and work collectively™

Pointing out that Megha-
laya along with Arunachal
form the biggest carbon sinks
crucial for India to honour the
commitments made under the
Paris Agreement, Sangma also
put forth the need for the north-
eastern region to be a unique
green laboratory “Meghalaya
aspirestobealeadertocreatea
oreen bloc coalition to find so-
lutions to fast depleting natu-
ral assets,” he said.

Echoing Thackeray’s sug-
gestion, Palanivel Thiagara-
jan, finance minister of Tamil
Nadu, said, “While policies
are framed at the national lev-
el, bulk of the work is to be
done at these levels.”

Father dies a day after Pune
techie’s acquittal in Ahd blasts

Twitter takes down Guj BJP post on verdict

tweet from BJP Gujarat's official handle showing menin

skullcaps with a noose each around their necks was pulled
down by the microblogging site on Sunday after some users
reportedit. The caricature, accompanied by the captions
“Satyamev Jayate” and “No forgiveness for those spreading
terrorism™, had been posted on Saturday, a day after a special
court sentenced to death 38 out of the 49 people convicted for
the 2008 Ahmedabad blasts. State BJP spokesperson Yagnesh
Dave said “some people” reported the tweet, prompting Twitter
to blank it out from the handle @BJP4Gujarat. “The caricature
was meant only to remind people thatthere is no tolerance for

Groom, 8 others
killed as SUV
falls into river
in Rajasthan
Rajiv Saxena | Tnn

Kota: Nine persons, includ-
ing a bridegroom and his
brother, were killed on the
spot after their SUV fell into
the Chambal river from a
bridge in Rajasthan’s Kota
city early Sunday morning.
The groom, 23-yvear-old Avi-
nash Valmiki who was to wed
Sunday evening, was travell-
ing with his friends and rela-
tives in the SUV, while other
members of the wedding par-
ty were in a bus. The wedding
procession was from Chauth
ka Barwada in Sawal Madho-
pur and was on its way to Uj-
jain in Madhya Pradesh.

The driver is believed to
have taken the lower bridge
not open to traffic instead of
the main bridge out of confu-
sion. The fatal fall claimed the
lives of all the occupants, The
other deceased include Awvi-
nash’s 30-year-old brother
Keshav and driver 35-vear-old
Islam Khan.

Cop falls off
terrace ahead of
marriage, killed

Muzaffarnagar (UP): A 30-
vear-old Delhi Police consta-
ble died after allegedly falling
off the terrace of his house in
a village here on Sunday, po-
lice said. The incident took
place when Anuj Kumar was
talking on his phone at home
in Kutbi village before leaving
for his marriage ceremony in
Loni, Ghaziabad, they said.
The body was sent for a

post-mortem  examination,
the police said.
Meanwhile, two bodies

were found in separate places
on the railway tracks at Kha-
toli in the district, police offi-
cials said.One of the victims
was identified as Ramesh
Chand Saini. The bodies were
sent for post-mortem examin-
ation, they said. em

Times News NETWORK

Pune: For the Peerbhoy fam-
ily living in Pune Canton-
ment area, the last two days
have swung from happiness
to sorrow. On Friday Mo-
hammed Manscor Asghar
Peerbhoy, a techie, was ac-
quitted by a special court in
Gujarat in the 2008 Ahmeda-
bad serial blasts case, and on
saturday, his father Asghar
(78)died of heart attack.

“He (Asghar) was hugely
relieved after hearing about
Mansoor's acquittal on Friday,
Hewasnot keeping well for the
last fourfive months and
breathed hislaston Saturday,”
Mansoor's mother BA Peerb-
hoy (76) told TOI on Sunday.

Shesaid they had commu-
nicated the news of his fa-
ther's death to Mansoor in
Ahmedabad jail. “We hope
the court’s verdict will help
him in the other two cases
pending against him before
the courts in Mumbai and
Delhi,” she added.

The atmosphere was som-

anti-national activities," he said.

THN

bre at the Peerbhoy resi-
dence, a first-floor flat in a so-
ciety on Ambedkar Road.
where a steady stream of vis-
itors, mostly relatives, ar-
rived to offer condolences or
called them on the phone.
“The case has taken a
heavy toll on all of us, apart
from ruining myv son's life,”
said Mansoor's mother, a re-
tired schoolteacher. “He had a
high-paying job with a soft-
ware company and had no
time for indulging in the al-
leged activities. But he lost the
job after his arrest. All these

yvears, we have been travelling
from Pune to Ahmedabad,
Mumbai and Delhi in connec-
tion with the cases that are in-
terlinked,” she said.

She said the only bright
spot in all these years was the
support they got from their
neighbours and relatives,
who had faith in Mansoor
and believed he was not in-
volved inany criminal act.

A total of 56 people had
died and 200 others were
injured in a series of
bomb blasts in Ahmedabad
onJuly 26, 2008,

States should have the power to
recall guv, Kerala tells Centre

Times News NETWORK

Thiruvananthapuram:
Amid repeated tussles with
governor Arif Mohammed
Khan, the Kerala government
has put forward a recommen-
dation to the Centre that the
state assemblies should have
powers to recall the governor.

“In Article 156, an amend-
ment be proposed to give the
state government concerned a
say in the matter of recall of
governor,” the government
said in response to remarks by
the Justice (retd) Madan Mo-
han Punchhi Commission ap-
pointed to suggest changes in
the Centre-state relations.

The government has rec-
ommended that the state legis-
latureshould beempowered to

remove the governor in case of
violation of the Constitution,
lapses in duty of the chancel-
lororintaking criminal prose-
cution procedures.

“...as far as the governor is
concerned, inaddition
to constitutional func-
tions, he is entrusted
with certain statutory
functions such as
chancellor of univer-
sities. Therefore spe-
cific grounds suchas violation
of Constitution or failure of
discharge of his functions
should be incorporated in Ar-
ticle 156,” says the note titled
“final viewsof thestateof Ker-
ala” approved by the cabinet.

Khan had run into serious
differences of opinion with
the government on many occa-

sions, with the latest being that
of him accusing the govern-
mentof tryving to“control” the
Raj Bhavan. He has raised
charges against the govern-
ment on appointment of min-
isters' personal staff and
said such staff arenoten-
titled to pension benefits
anywhere in the country.
He had locked hornswith
the government on ap-
pointments in universi-
ties and the Lok Ayukta Act
amendment earlier. The note
says, “Article 155 need an
amendment in such a way that
the governor of astate shall be
appointed by the President in
consultation with the state
concerned and the appoint-
ment shall be effected from a
panel furnished by the state.”

FIR against Wankhede over bar licence

Prafulla.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A criminal case has
been registered against Nar-
cotics Control Bureau's for-
mer Mumbai zonal director
Sameer Wankhede following
a complaint by the excise de-
partment for allegedly fraud-
ulently securing a bar licence
over two decades ago.

TOI was the first to report
that Wankhede, though ineli-
gible, had secured the permit
for the bar on October 27, 1997,
following which the excise de-
partment initiated a probe
against him. Later, NCPminis-
ter Nawab Malik had lodged a
complaint to the Central Vigi-
lance Commission and state
excise commissioner alleging
that it was wrong for Wank-
hede to hold the licence as he
belongs to the All India Ser-

Sameer Wankhede, who was on
ﬁ deputation with NCB, was repatriated
1("" ; / to his parent department,
| Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, on
j ' l:nmple!iun of tenure in January

vice, which he joined in 2006,

Significantly, when Wank-
hede had applied for the permit
on February 13, 1997, his father,
Dnvandev, was an inspector in
the excise department.

Then Wankhede had ad-
mitted to TOI that he did pos-
sessthelicenceforalongtime,
but after he took up the gov-
ernment job. he had given the
powerof attorney inthe name
of hisfather, while on Sunday;
he said: “The FIR has been
lodged after 25 vears; then 1
was a child. What
else can I say, all is evident

tothe nation.”

After hearing Wankhede’s
counsel on February 1, Thane
collector Rajesh Narvekar
had scrapped the bar licence
for blatant violation
of the Maharashtra Prohib-
ition Rules.

Based on documents sub-
mitted by the excise depart-
ment, Narvekar found that
Wankhede had obtained the
permit on QOctober 27, 1997,
through willful misrepresen-
tation or fraud. Then Wank-
hede was less than 18 years of
ageagainsttherequired age of

21. In his application, Wank-
hede did not mention his date
of birth, but merely submit-
ted that he is an adult.

On Saturday, Thane excise
inspector Satyawan Shankar
Gogawale submitted a com-
plaint to Kopri police, follow-
ing which an offence was regis-
tered against Wankhede under
the Indian Penal Code sections
181 (false statement on oath be-
fore a public servant), 188 (dis-
obedience to order duly prom-
ulgated by a public servant),
420 (cheating), 465 (puni-
shment for forgery), 468 (forg-
eryforthe purposeof cheating)
and 471 (using as genuine a
forged document).

Wankhede, who was on
deputation with NCB, was re-
patriated to his parent depart-
ment, Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence, on completion of
tenure in January;
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DANCE of DEMOCRACY

Workingon a
plan, sure that
anti-BJP parties
will join us: KCR

PTI

Telangana CM K Chandrasekhar
Rao with his Maharashtra
counterpart Uddhav Thackeray
in Mumbai on Sunday

b Continued from P1

aharashtra Congress
\;/l president Nana Patole
l " A welcomed Rao’s efforts
to organise an anti-BJP front,
but said that no such front can
be successful unless it takes
help of Congress.

Rao’s visit comes a week af-
ter West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee reached out toregion-
alsatraps Raoand M K Stalinto
push for a non-BJE non-Con-
eress federal front and set up
meetings of opposition CMs.
Rao said a good beginning has
been made, and he will soon
meet Thackeray again in Hyde-
rabad. He said he is also trying
to organise a meeting of anti-
BJP like-minded parties in Ba-
ramati, Pawar’'s hometown.
“We are working out a strong
action plan, I am sure anti-BJP
parties will join us as early as
possible,” Raoadded.

Endorsing the views ex-
pressed by Rao, Thackeray
said: “Our marathon discus-
sion revolved around current
political situation, particular-
ly the politics of revenge and
deteriorating Centre-state rela-
tions.” Addressinga joint press
conference, Thackeray and
Rao said the NDA leadership
was expected to speak on devel-
opmental issues and provide a
new roadmap, but unfortunate-
Iy the entire focus is on defam-
ing others and trumpeting
one’s achievements.

*We have to change, bring
in parivartan,” they said.
Among those who attended
the meeting at Varsha, the
CM's official residence in
Mumbai, were Thackeray's
son Tejas, industries minister
Subhash Desail, urban devel-
opment minister Eknath
shinde, MPs Sanjay Raut and
Arvind Sawant, while Rao
was accompanied by MPs
Ranjeet Reddy, Santosh Ku-
mar, B P Patil and veteran ac-
tor Prakash Raj.

Rao said while Maharash-
tra shares a 1,000km border
with Telangana, the relations
between the two states are
friendly and all-out efforts
should be made for the devel-
opment of both states.

U’khand BJP
MLA alleges
‘internal plot’

Dehradun: Incumbent BJP
MLA and party's candidate
from Yamunotri assembly con-
stituency, Kedar Singh Rawat,
has complained of “internal
plotting™ against him by some
local leaders. He has alleged
that despite attempts made by
some party leaders to ensure
his defeat, he would win the
seat, albet by a reduced margin.
Notably Rawat has held the
seat since 2007. Speaking to
TOI, Rawat said, “Some party
workers worked against me
and made efforts to ensure my
defeat in Yamunotri. However,
despite their attempts, we are
winning theseat.” Tnn

BJP talking terror to skirt jobs ’M: UP voters won't betray

Pervez.lqbalSiddigui
i@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav on Sun-
day said BJP leaders are talk-
ing about terrorism in their
election speeches when the
common man is looking for so-
lutions to rising fuel prices
and unemployment.

Hesaid thiswasbeingdone
to divert attention from the
mailn issues.

“Chunav ho raha hai Un-
nao mein, aur baat Kar rahe
hain atankwaad ki ... kisano
ko khaad chahiye, naujavano
ko naukri chahiyve aur BJP ke
log aatankwad ki baat kar
rahe hain (Elections are tak-
ing place in Unnao and they
(BJP)aretalkingaboutterror-
ism. Farmers want fertilizers,
youth want jobs ... and BJP
leaders are talking about ter-
rorism),” he said at a rally in
Uttar Pradesh’s Unnao.

He addressed public meet-
ings in Ayodhya and Baraban-
ki where he appealed to the
people to vote for SP candi-

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav during a roadshow in Kanpur

dates intheirrespective areas.

His statement came in ap-
parent reference to BJP lead-
ership accusing the SP of sup-
porting terrorists.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, addressing a public
meeting in Hardoi on Sunday;
accused the SP government of

trying to withdraw cases
against a terror accused and

accused the party of being
kind to terrorists.

Promising to fill up vacan-
cies in a time bound manner if
the SP government is formed,
Alkhilesh said BJP has left 11
lakh vacanciesinthestate and
had thus deprived 11 lakh
vouth of adignified livelihood
for five vears for reasons best
knowntothe BJE

“The government went to
the Supreme Court to ensure
that 69,000 protesting teachers
did not get a job, This is how it
(BJP) has kept them away
fromemployment,” he said.

MOTHER DEMOCRACY

(4]

EXERCISING HER RIGHT: A woman carrying her infant shows her inked finger after casting her vote in
Kanpur on Sunday during the third phase of voting in Uttar Pradesh assembly polls

o 9

Mansa repeats history, sees
highest turnout in Punjab

p Continued from P1

otes will be counted on
\J March 10 together

! with four other states
going to the polls, In UP, the
third round includes the “Ya-
dav belt’ where 59 constituen-
cies of 16 districts across
three regions—parts of west
UP. Awadh and Bundelkhand-
—voted on Sunday.

Voting was peaceful, bar-
ring a few minor infractions.
Three out of four constituen-
cies in Mainpuri district—the
stronghold of Samajwadi Par-
ty—recorded ajumpin polling
percentage. Such as the Yadav
bastion of Karhal recorded a
turnout of 62.32% by S5pm, up
3.04% from the previous polls.
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav is
contesting the assembly elec-
tions for the first time from
Karhal, while BJP has fielded
Union state minister 8P Singh
Baghel. In 2017, it recorded
59.28% turnout. The seat made
history with the second high-
est turnout since 1951. Mehro-

CBI probing other
unidentified Sebi,
NSE officials too

p Continued from P1

he Central Bureau of In-

I vestigation has also is-

sued lookout circulars

against Ramkrishna, Narain

and former COO Anand Subra-

manian to prevent them from
leaving the country.

The probing agency had
booked stock broker Sanjay
Gupta, owner and promoter of
Delhi based OPG Securities
Pvt. Ltd, in 2018 for allegedly
making gains by getting early
access to the stock market trad-
ing system, they said.

The agency is also probing
unidentified officials of Secu-
rities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) and National
Stock Exchange (NSE), Mum-
bai, and other unknown peo-
ple. “It was alleged that the
owner and promoter of said
private company abused the
server architecture of NSE in
conspiracy with unknown offi-
cialsof NSE. [t wasalsoalleged
that unknown officials of NSE,
Mumbai had provided unfair
access to said company using
the co-location facility during

the period 2010-2012 that en-
abled it to login first to the ex-
change server of Stock Ex-
change that helped to get the
data before any other broker in
the market,” the CBI has al-
leged in the FIR. Narain was
the MD and CEQ of the ex-
change from April 1994 till
March 2013. Thereafter, he was
appointed as vice-chairman in
the non-executive category on
the NSE's board from April 2013
and remained so till June 2017,

Under the colocation facili-
ty the NSE allowed brokers to
place their servers in the data
centre of NSE for a charge, en-
abling them to have faster ac-
cess to the price feed distrib-
uted by the stock exchange.

Ramkrishna hit the head-
lines after Sebi on February 11
said she was steered by a vogi,
dwelling in the Himalayan
ranges, in the appointment of
Anand Subramanian as the ex-
change’s group operating offi-
cer and advisor to the MD. The
SEBIcharged Ramkrishnaand
others with alleged govern-
ance lapses in the appointment
of Subramanian. em

ni seat of Lalitpur district,
won by BJP candidate Mano-
har Lal in 2017, clocked the
highest turnout of 71% with
the district recording a maxi-
mum 69.05% voting, a 2.96%
fall in polling percentage.

It was followed by Etah at
64, T0% , Mahoba 64. b6%, Hath-
ras 63. 14%, Kasganj 63. 04%,
Kannauj 61.93%, Firozabad
61.89%, Mainpuri 61.51%, Ha-
mirpur 60.56%, Auraiya
60.42%, Jalaun 59.93%, Kan-
pur Dehat 59.87%, Farrukha-
bad 59.13%, Etawah 58.33%,
Jhansi 57.52 % and Kanpur
Nagar56.14%.

UP chief electoral officer
Ajay Kumar Shukla said: “No

& fuel price issues: Akhilesh

‘Govt Has Left 11L Posts In State Depts Vacant For No Reason’

Kanpur mayor faces
FIR over poll photo

he state election commission

ordered lodging of an FIR
against senior BJP functionary
and Uttar Pradesh's Kanpur
mayor Pramila Pandey for
getting herself photographed
while casting her voteinside a

polling booth and then uploading

the frame on her personal
Facebook page, report Faiz
Rahman Siddiqui and
Abhinav Malhotra. She was
booked for — breaching
secrecy protocol and violating
poll panel guidelines inside a
booth at Hudson School
premises. Kanpur Nagar's
district election officer Neha
Sharmasaid at least three
complaints of poll code
violations were recorded and
FIRs were lodged against
offenders. Besides the mayor,
thedistrict election officer has
also lodged an FIR againstthe

ganj Marhara assembly con-
stituency. Punjab chief elec-
tion officer § Karuna Raju
said his office will share on
Monday the updated voting
percentage as polling was al-
lowed till Gpm.

Raju said not a single case
of disruption of poll and in-
ducement of voters came to
the notice of the EC. However,
he said that some minor poll-
related incidents were wit-
nessed for which total 18 FIRs
were registered to avert any
untoward incident.

Mansa district in Malwa
region of the state continued
its earlier trend of having the
highest poll percentage among

former president of BJYM,

Nawab Singh, for breaching the

secrecy protocol.

Cong to have
social media
In-charges even
at booth level

New Delhi: Even as it strug-
gles to tackle conventional
challenges, Congress has set
in motion a process to have so-
cial media in-charges right at
the polling booth-level, in a
strategy to deepen its commu-
nication and propaganda ma-
chinetothelowestrungof pol-
itics to counter BJP's aggres-
sive poll campaign, reports
Subodh Ghildival.

Congress has decided to
have social media in-charges at
three basic levels —district, as-
sembly and polling booth.

The party will make ap-
pointments and complete the
training for countrywide so-
cial media in-charges by June
30. Theideaof havingamanto
monitor the Congress voice at
these bottom rungs of politi-
cal ladder across states stems
from the realisation that the
partv is weak in influencing
voters with instant communi-
cation and amplifving issues
that can mould opinions.

A national or state-level
communication directed from
the top often gets diffused as it
percolates down, with party
sirategists advocating that
workers have to be deputed to
amplify the party line or cam-
paign material down at the
polling booth-level.

Congress will also have
WhatsApp groups at polling
booth level country-wide, in
which all the active members
being enrolled during the on-
going membership drive will
be members. Last vear, Con-
gress interviewed lakhs of so-
cial media volunteers who ex-
pressed interest to work for

me; oppn will blame BJP vax

Pankaj.Shah@timesgroup.com

Hardoi: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Sunday cited
a video clip of an elderly
woman from UP purportedly
explaining why she is behold-
en to him as a reflection of
why the electorate would nev-
er “betray™ him.

“Ye logon mein aam char-
cha hai ki humne Modi ka na-
mak khaya hai.hum usey
dhokha nahi denge (The buzz
among the people is that ‘we
have benefited from Modi's
largesse,..we won't betray
him","” he said at a rally in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Hardoi, which
will go to polls in the fourth
phase, The PMhastened toadd
that the truth was “hum sabne
Ma Bharti ka namak khaya
hai..Hindustan ka namak
khaya hai (we all have sur-
vived on Ma Bharti and Hin-
dustan’s benevolence)”,

He said the Centre's flag-
ship Gareeb Kalvan Anna Yo-
janaandfreeration to the poor
during the pandemic were all
part of NDA's commitment to
uplift of the underprivileged.

Unnao saw him cranking
up the pitch further as he said

the poll outcome on March 10
would see opponents blaming

PM Narendra Modi at a public
meet in Hardoi on Sunday

their defeat on the “BJP vac-
cine” that converted votes in
the saffron party's favour.

“These people will say on
March 10 that BJP won be-
cause people pressed the lotus
button under the influence of
the BJP vaccine.”

Contrary to the perception
that the Modi government
would try to steer clear of talk-
ing about the pandemic be-
cause of the damage wreaked
by the virus last year, Modihas
been playving up the vaccina-
tion campaign at meetings,
asking people whether they
oot the shots and whether they
had to pay for it . *We inoculat-
ed people without any dis-
crimination in terms of class
and caste,” he said on Sunday,
accusing the opposition of
spreading canards against the
“made-in-India” vaccine so

that the poor were deprived of
their shield against Covid.

In yet another swipe at the
erstwhile SP government, he
said the “mafiawaadi” party
gave full freedom to those who
possessed “katta (local guns)”
and were engaged in “satta
{gamble)”. Cautioning voters
against attempts to divide peo-
ple by spreading the “poisonof
casteism”, Modi said there
were politicians who don't
even stand for one particular
caste. His observation came as
the UPelections move towards
the central and Bundelkhand
regions, where caste plays a
crucial role in the poll out-
come, Modi accused SP of
blocking celebration of reli-
gious festivals while pursu-
ing the “dangerous politics
of minority appeasement”.
Hezaid SPdidn't allow him to
work for the people of UP af-
ter he first became PM in
2014, “Youcan think what will
happen if they come back to
government,” the PM said.

Modi's remarks coincided
with polling in the Yadav-dom-
inated pockets of Etawah,
Mainpuri and Kannauj on
Sunday SP chief Akhilesh Ya-
dav was in the fray in Mainpu-
ri’s Karhal seat.

Seen SP’s symbol? Ahd bombs

b Continued from P1

were planted on bicycles:

when the earth was red-

dened by the blood of the
victims, The tears wouldn't
stop flowing. I picked up the
blood-soaked soil and took a
vow that my government will
track these terrorists even
from ‘paataal’ (nether world)
and punish them.”

Modi sought to link SP’s
poll symbol, the bicycle, tothe
terror attacks, reminding the
crowd thatoneof theblastson
July 26, 2008, took place at Ah-
medabad Civil Hospital and
that the Indian Mujahideen
bombers had planted explo-
sives on bicycles.

“Have wyou seen the poll
symbol of SP? All the bombs
in the initial blasts were
planted on bicyeles. 1 am so
surprised, why did they use
bicyeles?” he said, also accus-
ing the erstwhile SP govern-
ment of withdrawing cases

Ir::an never forget that day

>

Modi

Supporters of a BJIP candidate in masks of PM Modi during an election
campaign in West Bengal's South Dinajpur district on Sunday

case against an accused
named Shamim Ahmad in
2013. Similarly, in 2007, there
was a blast on the Lucknow
court premises, but the SP
government tried to with-
draw thecaseagainstaccused
Tariq Kasmi. The court, how-
ever, didn't allow this to hap-

against terrorists responsib-
le for 14 attacks in the state.
“In 2006, there was a blast
at the Sankat Mochan temple
in Varanasi and Kashi rail-
way station. But after the SP
government came to govern-
ment, it decided to revoke a

pen and he was given a life
term.,” Modi said.

The Prime Minister also
targeted the Congress leader-
ship, claiming they would re-
fer to Osama bin Laden as
“*Osama j1°. He referred to
Congress veteran Salman

Khurshid’s claim in public
that Sonia Gandhi broke
down on seeing photographs
of the bodies of the [M mem-
bers Killed in the Batla House
encounter with Delhi police.
On Saturday, Union 1&B
minister Anurag Thakur
held up an undated picture of
Ahmedabad terror convict
Mohammad Saif's father
Shahbad Ahmad with SP
chief Akhilesh and ques-
tioned whether the latter was
there to “feed him biryvani”.
Thakur claimed Ahmad
wasan SP functionary.
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Sr. No.| PWD Dept. Stage Vender Stage Start Date & Time Expiry Date & Time management in online software application
1 Main Tender Release 21/02/2022 10.00 AM | 21/02/2022 18.00 PM in public health system at state level.
= Main TE".":'Ef Dm‘{”"e”t’ 21/02/2022 18.00 PM | 08/03/2022 17 .45 PM 3 | Consultant |1:- Essential Educational Qualification:-| 1 - Rs. State
Downloading & Online Bid FPLMIS | MSW or MBA +PGDCA or higher 450000 | Level
Preparation (T1 & C1) (FPLMIS | qualification in Computer Application,
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT SCHEDULE &FPIS)  |2:-WorkExperience:-
1 |Date, Time and Venue of Pre Bid On 01/03/2022 Time 12.00 Hours in the office of the M|n|mumﬁ5¥5_arslﬂfexpteﬂftt§nni|n bii
Superintending Engineer, BW. Circle, Dhule LHEEQETE? THpIEE TR R pUIG
2 |Date, Time & Venue of Opening of Technical Bid|On 10/03/2022 Time 11.00 Hours (If possible) in the office of ME'IE' Initﬁswes. ; : ;
(Envelope No. 1) the Superintending Engineer, P.W. Circle, Dhule PR YD O ceputelioe il
3 |Date, Time & Venue of Opening of Commercial Bid|On 10/03/2022 Time 11.00 Hours (If possible) in the office of beneficiary oriented schemes.
_|{Envelope No.2) the Superintending Engineer, PW. Circle, Dhule Minimum 03 years of experience indata
1. All eligible / interested Bidders are required to be enrolled on portal hitps:/mahatenders. gov.in before downloading tender management in online software application
documents and participate in E-Tendering. in public health system at state level.

S

2. Tenders are requested to contact on following telephone numbers any doubts / information / difficulty regarding online
enrollment or obtaining digital certificate
Contact us (NIC) The 24 x 7 Toll Free No. : 1800 3070 2232
Mobile No. : 8872002344~ Vinayak Agre
E-mail : eproc.maharashtra@ gmail.com, {:ppp-suplp-ort@niﬂ.in

3. Tender Document Fee and EMD to be paid via Online E-Payment Gateway mode only. EMD Exemption certificate shall not
be considred. EMD comoulsory to be paid from Bidder’s Bank account anly, The information of E-Payment Gateway available
on E-Tendering website htips://mahatenders,00v.in

4. The bidder shall submit the Hard Copy in “Sealed Envelope” of Technical & Financial Bids as specified in NIT after the online

submission of Bid ("Bid Lock) within 72 hrs.

Other instructions can be seen in the tender form. All or any one of the tender may be rejected by the competent authority.

The Electronic tendering system for Public Works Department of Government+of Maharashtra will be available on separate

=ub Portal with URL https:/mahatenders.gov.in as part of the Electronic Tendering System of Government of Maharashtra

which is available on the Portal hitps://imahatenders.gov.in

No. Tender/537/2022

Date :11/02/2022

DGIPR/2021-2022/4518

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
E.G.S. (P.W.) Division, Dhule

T T |

e g fafaes & 99 ee www.sams.co.in F Teas & faar o g ®, ade &
fom o e 21.02.2022 7 == ffqm =@M @A =9 991 =949 S0 st fais
23,03.2022 ¥ | 911F =4 =S4 fFE i feafa o v ) =i 781 i = = giaw
fra wai #q Fwifia S Adram, smva, w5 e v g gfas ARz F fa e w
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Despite Covid, prisoners produced H
zoods worth 223cr in 2020: Report

Ambika.Pandit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The impact of
the pandemic has been felt
strongly in the units steering
reformandrehabilitationac-
tivities through vocational
training for prisoners. De-
spite the pandemic, the in-
mates managed to produce
goods worth around Rs 223
crore 1n 2020. This, however,
is a significant decline from
Rs 846 crore worth of goods
produced in the previous
yvear, as per NCEB's ‘Prisons
Statistics India Report’.

In 2019, Telangana had re-
ported the highest gross val-
ue of sale proceeds of Rs 599
crore, followed by Tamil Na-
du (Rs 73 crore) and Maha-
rashtra(Rs29crore). The val-
ue of goods produced per in-
mate in that year was highest
in Telangana (Rs 9 lakh), fol-
lowed by Tamil Nadu (Rs
49,611) and Chandigarh (Rs
41,478). However, in 2020, the
yvear of the pandemic, Tamil

p Continued fromP 1

Of the 4,88,511 prisoners in
jails in India (as of Dec 2020)

0.7% 76.1%

Détenus

23%
Convicts

Age profile (in %)

18-30 years  30-50

Undertrials

50+

76% OF INMATES ARE UNDERTRIALS

2o
Education level Education
41% 22.6% 26.9% during covid
st o ) | 82186
prisoners
educated during
2020 across jails
6.4% 33,006 provided
'r}‘-"d a elementary
S education
32,897 provided
7 adult education
1.7% r 1.3%
post technical degree/ 12"'34? got .
graduates diploma holders higher education

Nadu reported the highest
oross value of sale proceeds
of Rs 66.7 crore, followed by
Telangana (Rs 45 crore) and
Bihar(Rs20.5crore), The val-
ue of goods produced per in-
mate was highest in Telanga-
na(Rs 73,619), followed by Ta-
mil Nadu (Rs 46,649 and
Chandigarh (Rs 27,395).
Highlighting reform and
rehab measures and best

practices in various prisons,
the report said 42,976 in-
mates were provided with vo-
cational training in 2020 and
the maximum number of
prisonerswere trained in tai-
loring (11.6%), followed by
agriculture (10.8%), carpen-
try (8.1% ) and weaving.

As partof the rehab exer-
cise prisoners engaged in la-
bour are paid a nominal

ent kind of approach and

be availe for aine exit

he advisory followed
I continued tensions
between Russia and
Nato over Ukraine. UK PM
Boris Johnson accused Rus-
sia Sunday of planning the
“biggest war since 1945™.
“Inview of the continued
high levels of tensions and
uncertainties with respect
to the situation in Ukraine,
all Indian nationals whose
stay is not deemed essential
and all Indian students are
advised to leave Ukraine
temporarily,” the Indian em-
bassy in Kviv said. It said
available commercial
flights, and charter flights
may be availed for travel, for
an “orderly and timely de-
parture” from Ukraine.
“Indian students are ad-
vised to also get in touch
with respective student con-
tractors for updates on
charter flights, and also

f TiF &l
RISING TENSION

continue to follow the em-
bassy Facebook, website
and Twitter for any up-
date,” the embassy said.
While looking to ensure
the safety and security of
close to 20,000 Indian na-
tionals in Ukraine, India
has continued to walk the
diplomatic tightrope on the
issue, with foreign minister
S Jaishankar saying on the
sidelines of the Munich Se-
curity Conference that di-
plomacy was the answer to
the crisis. He said the situa-
tion called for a very differ-

that, at the end of the day, di-
plomacy was the answern
“One has to look at ways of
reconciling,” he said.
India’s decision to recall
family members of diplo-
mats came in the middle of
Jaishankar's visit to Europe
for the conference in Germa-
ny and also an Indo-Pacific
event organised by France.
India has been under pres-
sure from the US and its Eu-
ropean partners to speak up
on Russian aggression.
Russia has positioned
around 100,000 troops near
its border with Ukraine,
besides sending warships
into the Black Sea for naval
exercises, triggering
concerns among the Nato
countries of an invasion.
The West has been se-
verely critical of Russia
over the build-up, with the
US sending extra troops to
Europeto support its allies.

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

4 of Kerala family

found dead, suicide
pact suspected

RamavarmanT | Tun

Thrissur: In an apparent sui-
cide pact, a software engineer,
his wife and twominordaugh-
ters were found dead at their
house at Uzhuvath Kadawvu
near Kodungallur in Kerala
on Sunday morning. They
were ldentified as Ashif (40),
wife Abeera (35) and daugh-
ters Ashara Fathima (14) and
Anounissa (7).

Reports said the smell of
carbon monoxide was ema-
nating from their room which
had all its windows and doors
closed. The gaps in windows
were reportedly plugged us-
ing tapes, neighbours said.
Thrissur rural district police
chief Aishwaryva Dongre said
a suicide note had also been
recovered from the house. It
said financial crisis was be-
hind the suicide, she said.

The family was staying on
the first floor while Ashif's
ailing mother and sister were
stavingdownstairs. Thesister
alerted neighbours and rela-
tives after finding that their
room was locked from inside
and they were not coming out

With elections ongoing in five
states, parties have promised
voters free electricity, water

(14) and Anounissa (7) were also
found dead in their house

Pre-debate poll

On Twitter:
Arun Kumar's views can be

endorsed but with a rider

HAT READERS SAID

 WHATREADERSSAID |

wage based on their skill

Initiate Action &8

Asks Cops To

Reporters

Shreyas.HS@timesgroup.com

he Karnataka GState
: Commission for Protec-

tion of Child Rights

(KSCPCR) has asked the police
: department to initiate action

sets. An average of around
Rs 106, Rs 88 and Rs 85 were :
paid per day to skilled, semi- :
skilled and unskilled prison- :

ers respectively.

However, :

the rates vary in different
states. The report also high-
lights some examples of vo- :
: tor general-inspector general
: of police Praveen Sood, citing
: several instances of violation
: that have come to their notice,
: The commission has also
: opined that this (coverage) is

cational training resulting
in production of products of
market value.

- Duo mishehave

Govt: Charter flights may

with girl, killed
by her brothers
in Karnataka

i causing

against some reporters for al-
legedly violating the rights of
children duringthe coverageof
the hijab controversy.

The president and the sec-
retary of the commission
have written a letter — which
TOI has accessed — to direc-

humiliation to

: schoolchildren wearing hijab.

Over the last fortnight, sev-

eral videos showing children of

Shivamogga: Two men who :
allegedly teased and misbehav- :
ed with a girl were stabbed to
death by her two brothers and
their associates in Shivamog- !

ga, Karnataka, on Saturday.

The deceased have been :
identified as Saleem (22) and :
Abdulla (23). Two people have :
been taken into custody in the :
: ist who had been receiving

case. The men were found dead

at around 11pm in Sulebailu, a
locality close to the Shivamog-
ga bus stand. During probes, :
: gal's Amta, protesters clashed

the two suspects — the girl's

brother Dadapeer and cousin :
Tippu — said Saleem and Ab-
dulla had allegedly misbehav- :
i cumstances of hisdeath.,

ed with Dadapeer’s sister:

Shivamogga SPBM Laxmi :
Prasad told TOI that the duo :

came on a bike and allegedly

: (28), an

misbehaved with her A fu- :
rious Dadapeer called his :
- led state DGP Manoj Malavi-

friend and others to thrash

them. This resulted in their :
: SP Soumya Roy to immedi-

murder, he said. tun

'‘POLL FREEBIES ARE BAD ECONOMICS'

TIMES

FACE OFF

and other services. But readers said that's not good economics in
response to this week's Times FaceOff debate. NR Bhanumurthy,
vice-chancellor at the Dr BR Ambedkar School of Economics
University, argued poll freebies are inefficient expenditures, while
Arun Kumar, professor at the Institute of Social Sciences, said
they provide necessary services to marginalised groups

Are political parties’ offers of free electricity and other
services good for the economy?

Post-debate poll

%

linked to health, education
and basic necessities may

evenat 10am. They were found
dead in the room when the
door was forcibly opened with
the helpof local activists.
Police sources said the sui-
cide note also warned of dan-
gers of barging into the room
because of the presence of
carbon monoxide. As per pre-
liminary information, the gas
was produced in the room by
mixing chemical compounds
like ealcium carbonate and
zinc oxide and burning it in
charcoal. Some of these items
were reportedly purchased
through an online platform.

Police suspect that
the gas was used to avert
the pain of death.

Haryana mulls tweaked
laws for building safety

Manvir.Saini@timesgroup.com

Chandigarh: The Haryana
government is  mulling
amendments in building by-
laws for the investor-friendly
with additional safety norms
to ensure safety of occupants
before or after buving flats in
multi-storeyed group hous-
ing societies.

While urban local bodies,
town and country planning
department and Haryana
sheri Vikas Pradhikaran
have been told to work on 1s-
sues related to updated and
better safety norms for build-
ings, atthesametime, the gov-
ernment is also exploring the
possibility of giving more
powers to the Harvana Real
Estate Regulatory Authority
(HRERA) for safety audits
and other related issues.

Senior officials in the
chief minister's office said

work towards this direction
has already begun and there
1s a possibility of bringing
somechangesaheadof theas-
sembly session. “Let's see
how it works out. But, the gov-
ernment 1s serious over the
issue of safety measures for
those living in the multistory
buildings. Alotof things have
come out and more will tum-
ble out as we conclude safety
audit in other buildings,”
said officials.

Meanwhile, in a related
development at Gurugram,
chief minister Manohar Lal
Khattar said work will be
done to develop safe, conve-
nient group housing societies
across the state so that people
living in these societies can
getall the necessary facilities
in a time-bound manner. The
problems of people in these
societies will also be resolved
attheearliest, he said.

that over a period of time
the marginalised must be
assisted till they can look
after themselves. Otherwise
it will become a never ending
process — @KChandershekhar

Freebies or rather subsidies
for education, health and
agriculture are essential for
uplifting the deprived. Other
freebies are unproductive and
drain the state’s exchequer —
(@samuthiram1952

Empowering, motivating
commaon people to ‘stand up
again’ is a prime ethical duty
of an elected government.
Carefully structured and
administered freebies,

actually speed up economic
recovery by improving quality
of human capital

— [@anupontweet

Freebies are certainly horrific
politics, a brainchild of
cunning politicians for selfish
gains. Freebies are a termite
that will make the youth laid
back and unproductive

— (@DineshMendiratt

Nothing in life is free
including the air we breathe.
Governance takes a hit

with poll freebies where
candidates enter the fray to
do social service but start to
amass wealth with no holds
barred — @vaidyanathanMs

p Continued fromP1

here will not be any re-
quirement of ‘one
batch passout’ in con-

ventional programmes so as
to offer the same programme
in open & distance learning
(ODL)and onlinemode. In the
current structure, courses
taught in universities don't
vary, though the medium of
instruction could be either
digital or conventional.

All online degrees will
have the flexibility of conven-
tional programmes inaccord-
ance with NEP 2020 —such as
the four-year undergraduate
programme with multipleen-
try and exit facilities.
UGC chairperson M Jaga-
desh Kumar said the online,
ODL and conventional de-
orees will be of equal value.

All this has been done with
the underlying goal of pushing
up India’s gross enrolment ra-
tioto50% inthe next 13 yearsin

line with the NEP target. It re-
corded an uptick from 26.3% 1n
201819 to 27.1% in 2019-20 for
the 18-23 age group.

“Like NEP. which is built
on the five pillars of access, eq-
uity, quality, affordability and
accountability, the online edu-
cation ecosystem will be devel-
oped on the same principles,”
said Kumar: The new reforms
will be notified as amend-
ments in current regulations
issued during the pandemic on
September 4, 2020, he said.

Stating that barring profes-
sional and technical pro-
crammes that need laborato-
ries and those programmes
prohibited by any regulatory
authority, he said online de-
grees can be offered for all oth-
er programmes. “Also, many
universities may not have a
physical model programme
for instance, in machine learn-
ing, data science, artificial in-
telligence and financial man-
agement. But they would like

ljJab row: K'taka panel wary

of violation of children’s rights

ANl

_|.
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Shiv Sena Dogra Front supporters hold a protest in Jammu on Sunday

It has come to our knowledge that some reporters
are filming children removing their burga and
hijab on school campuses, the Karnataka State
Commission for Protection of Child Rights said

the minority community were
circulated in the media, with
many of which were shot by re-
porters from electronic media.,

The commission said; “It
has come to our knowledge
that some reporters are film-
ing children while removing
burga and hijab on school
campuses. Besides,

scribes are chasing the pupils
to capture them on cameras.™
Action needs to be taken to
avoid humiliation and trouble
caused by the media, the com-
mission chiefssaid, and asked
Sood to identify sensitive ar-
eas in the state and step up se-
curity to protect the privacy

some

and rights of children.

Most students
ave collected
hall tickets,

says principal

p Continued fromP1

—The PUII practical exams
are not simultaneously
conducted across Kar-

nataka. Instead, the depart-
ment hasfixed the window for
educational districts to com-
plete the exam before March
25. Exams are underway in
Mysuru, Mandya, Udupi and
Dakshina Kannada districts,

Most science students
have collected their hall tick-
etsat Government PU College
in Yelahanka, Bengaluru,
said principal Palaksha T
“On Monday and Tuesday
we've exams for students
from other colleges since our
collegeisanexam centre. Our
students will take the exam
from Wednesday They have
agreed not to wear the hijab
and collected the hall tick-
ets,” Palalksha said.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

‘Murder’ of anti-CAA activist

trigeers clashes in Bengal

Rupak Banerjee | Tnn

Howrah: Two days after an
Indian Secular Front (ISF)
member and anti-CAA activ-

phone threats was allegedly
pushed to his death from the
ferrace of his home in Ben-

with police in Kolkata on Sun-
dayeven as hisfatherdemand-
ed a CBI inquiry into the cir-

The uproar over the al-
leged murder of Anis Khan
Aliah University
alumnus and journalism stu-
dent at Kalyani University,

va to direct Howrah (rural)

ately institute an inguiry led
by an officer of DSPrank.
One of the suspects had
visited Anis's house dressed
asacop, the family said.
“Anis stood up against any
wrong. We are not happy with
the police probe into his death.
His father is not happy with
the progress of the inguiry ei-

...........................................

India records

16,820 daily
cases, toll of 155

» Continued from P 1

India had witnessed a 59%
_/dip in cases, the sharpest
weekly decrease since begin-
ning of the pandemic. Weekly
cases are now the lowest since
the first week of the current
wave — December 27-January
2. when nearly 1.3 lakh infec-
tions were logged in India. So
far; this appears to be the short-
est wave of the pandemic in the
country by a long margin. In
just four weeks, recorded infec-
tionshavedeclined tojust8%: of
thethird wave peak of 21.71akh,
recorded in January 17-23.

Weekly deaths from the vi-
rus have reduced by 57% since
the peak of 4,355 recorded in
January 31-February b.

On Sunday, 16,820 fresh
cases were reported, the low-
est daily tally since December
30. There were 155 deaths re-
corded on the day.

I ast week (February 7-13),

to offer that in online mode.
S0, even if yvou don't have this
degree on the conventional
physical campus, vou can still
offer these programmes on-
line,” Kumar explained.
Currently, universities
are offering 120 UG, 229 PG
and two PG diploma pro-
grammes online. The choice
is limited because only
courses taught convention-
ally can be oftered digitallv.
“The new regulatory
framework is toenable all au-
tonomous colleges tooffer on-
line education because if we
stick to only universities, it
becomes limited. There area
large number of high-quality
autonomous colleges in In-
dia. This will enhance access
forlearners. And we will have
these institutes participating
and offering both UG and PG
programmes online. These
online degrees will be just
like degrees obtained from
physical university,” he said.

Anis Khan (28) was
on the terrace on

Friday when four
suspects entered
his home and

allegedly pushed
him to his death. His

father has sought
a CBl investigation

ther We are demanding CM
Mamata Banerjee’s interven-
tion. Anis’ killersshould be ar-
rested soon,” said theatre ar-
tiste Koushik Sen, who visited
his house and spoke to his fa-
ther Salam Khan.

Protesters from SFI, of
which Anis had been a mem-
ber before joining ISF, and
DYFI were involved in an al-
tercation with cops near Am-
ta police station after they
broke through barricades. A
local police team was pre-
vented from entering the vic-
tim’s house as protesters
blocked their way.

A team of forensic ex-

VACCINE TRACKER
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perts later reached Anis's
residence and collected sam-
ples. They also tried to recre-
ate the sequence of events
thatledtohisdeathon Friday.

Over the past few years,
Anis had taken part in sever-
al agitations, including the
one against CAA. [ISF func-
tionary Nawsad Siddigue
sald on Saturday that the vic-
tim had been getting repeat-
ed threats over the phone.

Anis was on the terrace
of his home on Friday
night when four suspects
entered and allegedly pushed
him to his death.

His father said police
were vet to identify even one
of the suspects. “I can’t trust
the police. They took so much
time to reach our home that
night, and that was enough
for killers to flee. Only a CBI
enquiry can unveil the
truth,” he said. Sources in
Howrah police said two cases
were registered against Anis
at Bagnan police station. A
warrant had been issued in
one of those cases, they said.

| Both Shots | At least one shot

(6.4

100

67.7 | Vil
66.5 | - T
65.7 5
62.7

55.4 I 71

51.6

B0.7

81.1

Saource: Health mimistry for vaccination, Census projections for pog. Data as of 7 am on Feb 20

Hindu activist
hacked to death

in K'taka; lens
on hate angle

Bengaluru: Tension prevail-
ed in Shivamogga, Karnata-
ka, after a 26-vear-old Hindu
activist was hacked to death
by  unidentified persons
around 9.30pm on Sunday, He
has been identified as Harsha,
a tailor from Seegehatti in

Though police have
not ruled out old

enmity, they suspect
that the activist's

communal posts on
social media could
be the trigger. He is
said to have received

threats earlier

Shivamogga, about 270km
from Bengaluru,

Though police have not
ruled out old enmity, they sus-
pect his communal posts on
social media could be the trig-
ger. He 1s said to have received
threats earlier.

Police tightened security
across the town. T

...........................................

Tehsildar, wife
held for woman
constable’s
murder in UP

Lucknow: A day after ascer-
taining the identity of the
25-year-old woman constable,
whose body was recovered
from a drain behind the San-
jay Gandhi Post Graduate In-
stitute of Medical Sciences
here on Thursday, police on
Sunday arrested her lover, a
tehsildar, his wife and an aide.

“During probe, it surfaced
that the deceased, Ruchi
Singh Chauhan, fell in love
with tehsildar Padmesh Sri-
vastava two years back after
coming in contact with him
through  Facebook,” ADCP
east Qasim Abidi told TOIL.
She later started exerting
pressure on Padmesh, threat-
ening to frame him in a case,
police said. At this juncture,
the accused planned to elimi-
nate her and his wife helped
him in executing the plan. mw

Online degrees to have flexibility of regular programmes

institutions, apart from
universities in top 100, in top
in respective category twice
of the preceding three NIRF
rankings eligible

» Colleges/ higher
education institutions
having NAAC grade of
minimum 3.3 will also
be eligible

» Colleges/ higher
education institutions
need not be running the
course in conventional mode
to be offered in online mode
» Admission criteria for

UG programmes is senior
secondary pass

RESHAPING HIGHER EDUCATION

UGC (Open and Distance Learning
Programmes and Online Programmes)
Regulations, 2020 (Amendment)

» Colleges/ higher education | » Admission criteria for

| PG programmes is under

| graduate degree pass

- » Students can earn credits
| & deposit them in Acadedmic
. Bank of Credit from other

=l

than parent college

» Students can make
multiple exit & entry

have digital access to
library resources

" > Colleges will be free

to decide on minimum

| attendance required for

online classes as against
mandatory 75% for in-

' classroom programmes

900

degrees on online mode from July 2022

| » Course curriculum, credit

- structure & learning outcome
. for online programmes to be

| same as that conventional

| programmes

. » Two mode of examinations
. —online proctored or NTA

- to conduct computer based

| semester exams

» Students enrolled in
online programmes will |

autonomous colleges will also
he able to offer courses &

CURRENTLY

59 higher education
institutions are offering 351
UG & PG programmes

Discipline wise




Amazon’s Cloud Infra Share
Beats Both Google, MS In Q4

In Q4 2021, global cloud infrastructure service
revenues surpassed $50 billion for the first time,

bringing the industry total for the year to $178
billion. Amazon and Microsoft accounted for more

than half in the final three months of 2021, with the
eight largest providers controlling roughly 80% of
the market. Amazon’s slice in the worldwide cloud
infrastructure pie amounted to 33% in Q4 of 2021,
still exceeding the combined market share of its two
largest competitors, Microsoft and Google

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | MON FEBRUARY 21, 2022
3% 21  Market share in Q4 of 2021(%)
2021 cloud
services revenue
was 5178 billion,
37% jump vs 2020 Amazon  Microsoft  Google Alibaba IBM
Azure Cloud Cloud Cloud

Salesforce

TIMES BUSINESS -

Oracle
Cloud

Tencent
Cloud

=
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(Source: Synergy Research Group)

Statutory auditors may not
get large cos’ non-audit ops

Govt Explores Possibility Of Joint Audit For Some Entltles

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government
is looking to ban statutory au-
ditors trom taking up non-au-
dit work on “public interest”
companies — which means
those that arelisted or are abo-
ve a certain threshold — and
their subsidiaries.

Besides, it is exploring the
possibility of joint audit for
certain companies as part of
the amendments to the Com-
panies Act, for which a Bill is
planned to be introduced du-
ring the Budget session of Par-
liament that reconvenes next
maonth, sources told TOL.

The ministry of corporate
affairs (MCA), which will pi-
lot the Bill, is currently enga-
ged in consultations and is vet
to decide the final details of
the legislation, which will al-
g0 nead inter-ministerial dis-
cussion and a go-ahead from
the Union Cabinet.

While both the issues — jo-
intauditand ban on non-audit
work by audit firms — have
been discussed in the past, the
government has been reluc-

Insurtech co
Coverfox turns
around, eyes
3x bizin FY23

Mayur.Shetty@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Online nsurance
distributor Coverfox, which is
now controlled by private equi-
ty investors led by Avaana Ca-
pital after the exit of its foun-
ders, has recouped revenues
and slashed its burn rate by
90%. The company has almost
halved monthly expenditure
and 1s pursuing a strategy of
embedding its insurtech with
partners to gain market share,

Coverfox faced an existenti-
al crisis two vears ago when the
founders of the company —
CEO Premanshu Singh and its
chief technology officer De-
vendra Rane — quit weeks be-
fore the country went into a
lockdown in March 2020.

“We started this vear with
monthly revenues of Rslcrore,
but we are ending it with Rs 7.5
crore. It took 21 months to get
the revenue back to where it
was and reduce the burn from
Rs 8 crore a month to Rs 70-80
lakh,"” said Coverfox CEOQ San-

FOUNDERS QUIT
2 YEARS AGO

Jjib Jha, In FYZ22, the company
expects to do Bs 40 crore of re-
venue and aims to triple this to
Rs127crore in FY 23,

In the last week of March
2020, Jha — co-founder of Av-
aana Capital and one of the in-
vestors—was brought into ta-
ke charge during the crisis.
Coverfox ended FY21 with Rs
23 crore of revenues as funds
had dried up and Jha underto-
ok a move to change the busi-
ness model from being a lead-
generation platform to a tech-
nology company with the ca-
pability to simplify insurance
purchase and embed its pipe-
line tovarious insurers on dif-
ferent digital platforms.

The company is also chan-
nelling its insurance-buying
platforms through a mobile
app. It is now generating com-
missionrevenuesof Rs7crore
a month, against which it is
burning Rs 80 lakh of share-
holder funds.

Listed Unlisted
5563 | 1,156 ‘

Both issues — Joint
audit and ban on non-
audit work by audit
firms — were discussed
earlier

for some large Indian players

PUBLIC INTEREST COMPANIES

Banks

Move will come as a setback for Big Four firms, including
Deloitte, EY, KPMG and PricewaterhouseCoopers, and also

Insurance com [J.Elﬂi €5

18

Government has
been reluctant
to legislate due
to opposition
from CAs

83

Source: NFRA

tant to legislate on the issue
principally due to opposition
from chartered accountants,
a powertul interest group.
The move will come as a
setback for not just the Big Fo-
ur firms, including Deloitte,
EY, KPMG and Pricewaterho-
useCoopers, thatoperatethro-
ugh a network of firms, but al-
soforsomeof thelarge Indian
players. Sources indicated
that the plan is to restrict it to
“public interest”; Companies
will be modelled on the lines of
the regime under the Natio-

nal Financial Reporting
Agency (NFRA), which super-
vises the functioning of 6,820
companies and their auditors
and audit firms. On Friday,
the agency said that all listed
companies, as well as unlisted
companies with paid-up capi-
tal of over Rs 500 crore, or tur-
nover of over Rs 1,000 crore or
with debt and deposits of Rs
al)crore or more are under its
ambit. In addition, insurance
companies, banks, power ge-
neration and distribution
companies and those gover-

ned by special laws are moni-
tored by NFRA.

The fresh discussions aro-
und the ban on non-audit
work follows the experience
with several entities that have
faced a crisis in recent vears,
including IL&FS, and some of
the troubled banks and non-
banking finance companies,
where the role of auditors has
come under serutiny

Similarly, on the issue of
joint audit, MCA had almost
dropped the plan after a re-
port by acommittee under for-
mer finance secretary Ashok
Chawla, but has re-opened the
issue, despite protests from
industry chambers and other
interest groups that fear that
the cost will rise significantly.

If RBI's experience in dea-
ling with tighter regulations
for auditors is anvthing to go
by, the government will face a
volley of protest. Last vear,
the RBI had mandated a three-
vear term for auditors, a man-
datory cooling off and checks
on non-audit activities for
banks, finance companies
and mortgage players.

" Delhi stadium added to
~asset monetisation list

Surojit.Gupta
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The govern-
ment will soon appoint a
transaction adviser for the
asset monetisation of the
capital’s Jawaharlal Nehru
(JLN)Stadium and the Indi-
ra Gandhi Sports complex
hasbeenadded tothelist, af-
ter resolving the security
and other related issues.
Sources saild once the
transaction adviser is in
place for JLN Stadium, the
process of rolling out bids
would be stepped up and co-
uld spill into the next finan-
cial vear. They said that se-
curity and other issues lin-

ked to the monetisation of

the Indira Gandhi Sports
complex have been resolved
and the process would be
rolled out as well.

The Indira Gandhi Stadi-
um, along with two regional
centres at Zirakpur and

TO GATHER PACE

The total value of assets
considered for monetisation
by the sports ministry is
estimated at ¥11,450 crore
for FY2022-2025

FY202 71,650 cr
Ff2023 72,100 cr
FY 2024 13,200 cr

FY 2025 24,500 cr
Source: NMP, Niti Aayog

Bangalore had also been
identified for the asset mo-
netisation plan and the pro-
cess 18 likely to be wrapped
up in the next financial vear.
Sources had said that there
were concerns that the po-
tential to monetise the Indi-
ra Gandhi Stadium may be
limited duetoitslocation ne-
ar the Yamuna riverbed and
some historical monuments
in the area as well as its pro-
ximity to the Delhi Assem-

bly. However, the sources sa-
id these concerns have been
resolved. Underthenational
asset monetisation pipeline,
thesportsministry hasatar-
get of raising Rs 1,650 crore
in the fiscal year 2022,
Sources said under the
proposed national moneti-
sation pipeline (NMP), the
surpluslandat JLN stadium
could be used for settingupa
shopping mall, offices and
hostels, among other facili-
ties. The NMP announced
last year had said JLLN Stadi-
um is expected to be a pione-
er in creating a financially
sustainable sporting model
in India through an OMDA-
{operation management
and development agree-
ment) based PPP concession
agreement for integrated
development, with shared
usage of sportsfacilities.
The target under the
NMP for the current vear is
estimated at Rs 88,000 crore.

3 Guj highway stretches
may be lined up for sale

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The govern-
ment may look to add three
highway stretches from Gu-
jarat to the asset monetisa-
tion pipeline after they we-
re handed back to the Natio-
nal Highways Authority of
India after end of the 15-ye-
ar concession period.

The Centre's target to
mop up Bs 45,000 crore from
monetisation of highway
projects is expected to get
a boost during the next fi-
nancial vear as the roads
are high toll earners, sour-
ces told TOL.

Thethree projects in Gu-
jarat, with a cumulative
length of 377 km, can be mo-
netised to generate Rs
18,000-20,000 crore, the sour-

ces said. The current toll re-
venue of these six-laned
highway projects — Vado-
dara-Baruch, Baruch-Surat
and Surat-Dahisar — isaro-
und Rs 1,700 crore. The
NHAI has been monetising
projects for 20 years to get
upfront payment from suc-
cessful bidders.

These were among the
first few projects, which we-
re bid out by the NHAI un-
der the build, operate and
transfer (BOT-Toll) model
of public-private-partners-
hip (PPP). The first stretch
had gone to Larsen & Tou-
bro (L&T) and it had made
upfront one-time pavment
of around Rs 475 crore and
the other two projects were

bagged by the IRB — one
with payment and another
on revenue-sharing model.

“We have amicably
completed the process of
getting back the projects
with no claims or counter-
claims. This is also a suc-
cessful example of how
BOT-Toll projects can be
managed well, protecting
interestsof the government
agency and private players.
These are completed opera-
tional projects and the tol-
ling has stabilised over ye-
ars,” said an official.

He added that this is
also the first case where an
entire corridor will be back
to NHAI at theend of the sti-
pulated concession (cont-
ract) period after settlingall
1ssues amicably

5 cos submit
zL5Lcrplans -
to set up chip,
_display plants

New Delhi: The government
has received proposals from fi-
ve companies for setting up
electronic chip and display ma-
nufacturing plants with invest-
ment of over Rs 1.5 lakh crore,
an official statement said over
the weekend. Vedanta Foxconn
JV, IGSS Ventures and ISMC
propose to set up electronic
chip manufacturing plants
with $13.6 billion investment
and have sought supportof $5.6
billion from the Centre under
the Rs 76,000-crore ‘“Semicon In-
dia’ programme.

“The applications have be-
en received for setting up 28-na-
nometer (nm) to 65nm semi-
conductor fabs with capacity of
approximately 120,000 wafers
permonth,” the statement said.
The government is providing

1.4L JOBS SEEN
IN NEXT 4 YRS

financial support of up to 40%
for chips above 28nm to 45nm
and up to30% forsettingupma-
nufacturing units for 45nm fto
aonm wafers.

Vedanta and Elest have pro-
posed to set up display manu-
facturing units with projected
investment of $6.7 billion.
They have sought support of
$2.7 billion from Centre under
the scheme for setting up of
display fabs. The government
expects investments of around
Rs 1.7 lakh crore and 1.4 lakh
jobs to be created in four vears
under the incentive scheme for
semiconductors approved by
the Cabinet. pni

SC expunges
SAT’s harsh
order on Irdai
ex-member

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: In a relief to the In-
surance Regulatory and Deve-
lopment Authority of India (Ir-
dai) and its former member P J
Joseph, the Supreme Court has
sald that comments made by
the Securities Appellate Tribu-
nal (SAT) against him will be
expunged. In its order allowing
an appeal against SAT, the SC
sald that the tribunal’s com-
ment that an earlier action of
Joseph amounted to aiding cor-
ruption is absolutely baseless
and wasuncalled for:

The appeal relates to a SAT
order that used unusually
strong language against Irdai
and made commenis against
themember in March 2018. SAT
charged Joseph of “virtually
aiding and abetting corrup-
tion”. Its order relates to an ap-
peal filed by UK insurance bro-
ker Atkins Special Risks aga-
mst an order issued by Irdai.
Atkins said it had provided re-
insurance cover to a private
company Jagson International
between 2002 and 2012 on a year-
Iy brokerage/commission of
27.5% . Atkins had complained
that Jagdish Gupta, chairman
of Jagson, hasbeendemanding
from Atkins acut.

In its order, the SC said the
counsel has submitted that the
two emails relied upon by the
other side are only related to
certain payments being de-
manded by Gupta. “As such, it
could not be concluded that any
commission was paid to Gupta
inviolation of Irdai Actand Ru-
les,” the SC said.

I'T cos hire record no. of freshers

Cos delay

IPO plans

to avoid LIC clash

No Offer For 3 Weeks Around Insurer’s Mega
Listing That May Suck $10Bn Out Of System

Reeba Zachariah &
Partha Sinha | twn

Mumbai: A chemicals com-
pany, which had received
markets regulator Sebi’s
approval to float an initial
public offering (IPO), is go-
ingslow withitsequity-raise
plans, thanks to LIC's forth-
coming mega listing that is
expected to suck out $10-bil-
lion from the system. Simi-
larly, a drug maker, which
plans to give a partial exit to
its long-time investor thro-
ugh the IPO, has postponed
its primary market debut.
some of the merchant
bankers TOI spoke to said
that several companies that
have filed documents with
Sebi to go public are waiting
for LIC's mammoth PO to
get over, after which they
plan to launch their maiden
public offerings. “Compani-
es do not want their offers to
clash with that of LIC's. We
donotexpecttoseeany other
TPO being launched up to 10
days before the LIC offer
opens and 15 days after it clo-
ses,” said one of the leading
merchant bankers.

Equirus MD Ajay Garg
said, “While the size and sca-
le of LIC’s TPO 1s large and
unprecedented, let usnotfor-
opt that its timelines and po-
tential have been communi-
cated to the market well in
advance, In all prudence, itis
better for the companies
launching IPOs to stay away
during LIC’s as liquidity for
others will be weak.”

According to Garg, it's

just a 2-3 weeks' phenome-

non, which is unlikely to
stall any of the long-term ca-
pital-raising options for
companies in any manner.

“In all fairness, if an PO of

this scale and size goes thro-
ugh, it will only reinforce the
confidence of investors in
the capital markets and will
increase India's weight sig-
nificantly and help with mo-
re allocation to the market.
We are also going to see an

unprecedented new set of re-
tail investors participating
in the capital market, which
will be long-term positive.”
A recent report by Axis
Capital said 41 companies ha-
ve the regulatory go-ahead to
launch their IPOs. BVG In-
dia, which handles the clea-
ning and maintenance of,
among others, the Prime Mi-
nister’'s residence, Parlia-
ment House and several
otherfacilities, planstoraise
around Rs 1.300 crore via an
IPO. It's delaying its plan to
launch the offer. “We hope to
launch our TPO by the end of
March. But LIC's [PO could
lead to revisiting of the time-
lines,” said BV India chair-
man H R Gaikwad. “We shall

tual fund distributors in
terms of average assets un-
der management and com-
mission received.

The LIC IPO, expected to
be the nation’s biggest-ever
and the fourth-biggest of any
insurer globally, is just one
concern of companies that
are looking to tap primary
market. From April 1, new
PO norms will come in, so-
mething that “will change the
way [POs are subscribed”, ac
cording to Arun Kejriwal of
Kejriwal Research.

Sebi, among other rules,
has mandated that compani-
es that go for an [PO saying
that they will acquire some
entity can only use 25% of
the amount raised for M&A,

HITTING PAUSE BUTTON?

A few forthcoming IPOs
with date of Sebi approval
that's still valid:

Delhivery Jan 13
Global Health Jan21
Keventer Agro Dec 16
Emcure Pharma |Dec§
Sterlite Power Dec 2
VLCC Nov 25
One MobiKwik Oct7
Go Airlines Aug 26

Some new IPO norms to come
into play from April;

> PO anchors will
> be locked for 30

. I“ days for half of

7E what they get in
IPO, and 90 days for
remaining half

> HNIs will see 1/3rd allotment

for applications of #£2-10L, and
2/3rds for over 10L

(Source; Axis Capital, Sebi)

reschedule the PO launch
according to advice from in-
vestment bankers and legal
counsels with respect toitsti-
ming and applicability of the
new norms, which will come
into play from April 1, 2022."
There is a small number
of companies also willing to
take therisk of launchingan
IPO just ahead of the life in-
surer’'s. “We are planning
and hopeful of launching
our IPO in March ahead of
the LIC TPO,” said Prudent
Corporate Advisory Servi-
ces founder Sanjay Shah.
Gujarat-based Prudent is
one of the largest indepen-
dent retail wealth manage-
ment services firms (exclu-
ding banks and brokers) in
India and among the top mu-

plus a2 maximum of 10% for
general corporate purposes.
This, said merchant ban-
kers, will reduce the guan-
tum of PO size.

The government, which
planstosell 5% in LIC, hasset
a March deadline for the life
insurer’slisting. Kejriwal sa-
id, “The RBI has stipulated
that no investor can borrow
more than Rs 1 crore to apply
in an [PO. At the same time,
Sebi has laid down the split-
ting of the IPO HNI-NII (non-
institutional investor) cate-
oory into two with one-third
of the bucket size of HNI por-
tionof IPOsforRs2lakhtoRs
10 lakh, and the second buck-
et of two-thirds in size of the
total HNI-NII portion at Rs 10
lakh and above.”

It’s right time to pitch
for FDI: Industry secy

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

A nurag Jain, the secreta-

\ ry for promotion of in-
f_ dustry and internal tra-
de, 1supbeaton industrial per-
formanceand FDI. Inan inter-
view, he talks to TOI about
deciding on FTA after extensi-
ve consultations with indust-
v, Excerpts:

How is the progresson
Gati Shakti? Are more
sectors comingin?

The idea is to break silos and
bring about more efficiency
through a whole-of govern-
ment approach. The organi-
sation structure is in place.
We havearound 500 1ayers(on
the GIS map) now under the
National Master Plan at the
central level. We have spoken
to the state governments and
identified 24 layers, inclu-
ding land revenue records, so
that thev can put their data
and will help plan better, We
have moved a lot, and by April
we will start utilising it for
the projects. The second part
is economic ministries be-
vond basic infrastructure.
The map shows the infrast-
ructure right now and where

has improved and the growth
in manufacturing will be hig-
her than services after a long
time. As a result, industry’s
share of the economy will ri-
se. A lot of steps have taken
place, such asPLI, and someof
the trade agreements will
help boost manufacturing.

Indian industry often
complains of an adverse
impact of FTA. How justifi-
ed are the concerns?

We areundertaking extensive
consultations with industry.
Finally, a call is taken by the
government and safeguards

Thereis areluctancein
certain countries and
companies to invest

in some markets, which

is also part of astrategy

to diversify production
chaininapost-Covid
world. Are we seeing

some of that reflecting

in India’s FDI numbers?
The way the global situation
is changing, next 18-30
months are most crucial for
FDI. Most supply chains are
realigning themselves and
major decisions for new in-
vestment destinations are
happening. This is the right

- &

IIP has improved and growth in manufacturing activity
will be higher than services after a long time. As a
result, industry's share of the economy will rise

Additional funds for infrastructure will be
spent under Gati Shakti concept, so you

.« will get better quality spending,

) e planning will be better, and

implementation will be faster

We are undertaking extensive
consultations with industry (On
FTAs). Finally, a call is taken by the
government and safeguards are put in
place to check misuse

ANURAG JAIN | SECRETARY FOR PROMOTION
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Chennai: A combination of dustry is likely to achieve support for states speed se. Every countryv has certain  the kind of work, which isbe-
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A thought for today

No Government can be long secure
without a formidable Opposition
BENJAMIN DISRAELI

2024 Is Far Away

State poll results are important. But recently they
have been poor predictors for national polls

Telangana chief minister K Chandrashekar Rao’s meeting

with Maharashtra counterpart Uddhav Thackeray and

NCP supremo Sharad Pawar represents another attempt
by regional parties to find answers to BJP’'s national dominance.
Meanwhile, the ongoing five-state assembly elections are
witnessing SP in UP, AAP in Punjab and NPP in Manipur offering
resistance to BJP, and Congress. But if opposition parties do well in
thisround,abigif, what might it mean for national elections in 2024?
Going by recent history, all extrapolations should be consumed
with large helpings of salt, even though it is true that a major state
victory does provide political impetus.

Congress’s strong showing in three Hindi heartland states in 2018
was supposed to have a bearing on BJP's 2019 LS poll performance.
But it hardly mattered. There is now all
round recognition that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has partly altered the
dynamics of national elections. Voters in
some states may also be distinguishing
between a vote for Modi at the national
level and BJP in states. So, it can work
badly for BJP, too. Post its huge LS win in
2019, BJP faced adverse or not-too-happy
outcomes in Harvana, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Delhiand Bengal.

What 1s undisputed is that regional
parties are struggling to spot a durable
national alternative or a pan-India leader
to take on Modi. Parties like TMC and AAP are attempting to tackle
this by testing waters in multiple states, Another reality check for some
regional parties is their struggle in LS polls, even against Congress. In
2019, AAPtrailed behind BJP and Congress in vote share in Delhi. TRS,
which trounced a grand alliance of Congress-led opposition partiesin
2018, had toshare the honours with BJP and Congresssix months later:
Similarly, in Kerala, CPM, though dominant in the assembly and
panchayats, was decimated by Congress-led UDF in 2019.

Noless facile is the talk of UP elections as the semifinal before 2024,
There are other states that matter. Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh this
year, and Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and
Telangana in 2023, are all poised to witness intense contestation. But
then again, if, say, BJP wins in Telangana and Congress in MP - it
doesn’t necessarily mean that 2024 will see a saffron surge in the south
and GOP revitalisation in the heartland. In 2017, Congress almost
wrested Gujarat from BJP. In 2019, it got thumped. So, an assembly poll
win in UP is great for BJP or SP. But it isno predictor for 2024.

Paradiso [ost

Shabby construction is taking a toll across urban
India, as municipal regulators sleep on their job

ﬁ s challenging as the long haul to take possession of one's

home canbeinIndia, the multi-storeyed cave-inat Gurgaon’s

Chintels Paradiso complex highlights what home-buyers
are up against even afterwards. Even as two FIRs have been filed,
including one naming the directors of the real estate company,
the structural engineers and the architect, and an SIT has begun
investigating the case, the district’s town and country planner has
declared four more towers in the building complex unfit for living.
Identifying and punishing the guilty is a necessary part of the
restitution process, But actually preventing the building collapses
that have become a common story across urban India needsfixinga
more fundamental regulatory rot.

The Real Estate (Regulation and Develop-
ment) Act makes provision for the promoter
rectifying structural defects without further
charge if they are brought to its notice within
five vears of handing over possession. But,
first, this five-vear provision is woefully
inadequate given that a person invests in a
home for her lifetime and her children’s
bevond that. Second, legal expenses here would
both be considerable and on top of EMI and
rent. Rather than homeowners from Shimla and Delhi to Mumbai
and Bengaluru wretchedly chasing compensation and justice,
municipal regulators must do their job properly in the first place.

In the Chintels case, not only the original structural audit but
also its follow-up after a roof slab collapsed last July, were evidently
subpar. Failures to enforce state building bylaws and to make sure
that the National Building Code of India is followed, are tied to
rampant corruption. But equally, municipal authorities are very
poor in engineering, geological and other building forensics skills.
Thisisalsoareminderof thelimits of new CMs todeliver change, as
long aslocal governance is overwhelmingly corrupt and/or inept.

Dress code for girls

XX chromosome comes with its own
wardrobe, which schools soberly monitor

Shinie Antony

The devil may wear Prada, but schoolgirls in India don't. Female
fashion in classrooms is set by moth-eaten school manuals and
high-fiving parentsand principals. It all begins at the school gate,
where a snitch is stationed to look vou up and down, and
culminates on the assembly ground where vou are called out by
name. The walk of shame is to the prinecipal’s room for a) skirt
tooshort, byshirt tootight, c) lackof aslip... Modesty hasalways been awoman’s
job; norapist should be able to stand in a court and say, ‘but her collar button was

undone, milord.” The XX chromosome comes with 1ts own wardrobe.

The big bully in the school playground is the uniform seller. He measures
vou two sizes larger so you can wear it till the day vou die and also leaves ample
cloth tobeletout. Schools gladly swapped skirtsforsalwarsuits when the latter
went national. Dupattas were primly pinned to the shoulder or unsightly
vests added. An all-female college in Kerala where students had to wear saris
suspended whoever wore anything else. A Bangalore college used to employ

a dress inspector who personally pulled out tops tucked into

(¥4) waistbands; girls got around by wearing untucked tops just an inch

L past the belt. In another college where pre-university teenagers must

don salwar-kameez, parents are urgently summoned if pants reveal

ankle, kurta is kurti and dupatta astole or scarf. College isnot willing to accept
that it all shrank in the wash.

There are stray parents who exult in the micro mini a daughter wears,
which is code for 'we are modern western type ji.’ But mostly voung girls must
dash intothemalllootoshed theirsartorial sobriety. Some pintheirskirtsupto
keep it cool, some flick the tie askew. By the time daddy comes to pick up, they
are back in baggv jeansand T-shirts loose enough to hidea full-term pregnancy.

There is no rest though for those in charge of hemlines and necklines.
In this guarding of virtue 24/7, women become each other’s unsolicited
chaperones. They will suddenly pat vour bra strap into place, though it's
costlier than the blouse and deserves a little red carpet of its own. Or bend
with a tut-tut to tug your sari over your heels. This is India — your mortality is
directly proportionate to your morality,
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For India, The Reality Of 5%

Why recent high growth numbers will not be sustainable for either this country or the world

Ruchir Sharma

A hot spurt for global
crowth 1s generating
breathless headlines.
India is on pace to be “the
world’s fastest growing
large economy” and
France is posting its “strongest growth
in 52 years”. President Joe Biden cites the
latest quarterly growth data as evidence
that the US isgrowing “faster than China”
and is *finally building an American
economy for the 21st century”.

Alas, 2021 looked so good only
because so many economies contracted
sharply the yvear before. This bounce back
blip says nothing about the 21st century.
The question is how fast economies can
grow after the pandemic, once base
effects fade and stimulus recedes. Trends
in demographics and productivity
suggest the global economy is likely to
grow even more slowly in the 2020s than
itdid last decade.

A brief history shows why After the
Second World War, the baby boom nearly
doubled global population growth to 2%,
a historiec high. Productivity growth
tripled to around 2%, boosted by new
technologies and a massive investment
boom. With more workers, each
producing more, global GDP growth
also doubled to an unprecedented level,
close to4%. The postwar miracle was in
full swing by the 1950s.

In the 1980s, cracks appeared.
Population growth ebbed as fertility
rates declined. Productivity growth
started to slow, for a number of hotly
debated reasons. But new forces emerged
to keep the growth miracle era alive.

First, a debt boom. With inflation
under control, central banks could slash
interest rates to record lows, while
financial liberalisation allowed for
much more lending and borrowing.
Second, a new free-market consensus
opened borders to trade, money;
workers and, later, data. Juiced by
debt and globalisation, global GDP
keptgrowing at nearly 4%.

The financial crisis of 2008 marked a
major turn. Flows of trade and people
slowed:; flows of money collapsed. Only
data flows carried on growing. Burnt by

the crisis. many households in the
developed world cut back debt. While
total debt continued to swell, driven by
governments and corporations, it did so
at a slower pace, providing a weaker
boost to growth.

Global productivity growth fell back
towards 1%, even as labour-saving digital
technology continued to spread. With a
predictable lag, falling birth rates
started to cramp growth in the working
population (aged 16-64), which has dropped
from1.5% toabout 1% worldwide.

These forces explain why the global
economy grew at barely over 2.5% a year
in the 2010s - the slowest decadal pace
in postwar history The four “Ds" -
depopulation, declining productivity,
deglobalisation and debt - all weighed
on economic growth. The pandemic has
only magnified those factors.

The virus aggravated the pressures
of depopulation on growth, triggering a
waveof retirement andquitting, aglobal
migration bust, and a baby bust even in
India. India’s birth rate had already
fallen below the global average, and the
decline appears to have accelerated

Global economy grew at
barely over 2.5% a year in the
2010s. Four Ds - depopulation,
declining productivity,
deglobalisation and debt -
weighed on economic growth.
The pandemic has only
magnified those factors,
triggering a wave of
retirement and quitting, a
global migration bust, and a
baby bust even in India
significantly during the pandemic,
based on earlv numbers.

Historical data shows that it is very
rare for any country to sustain an
annual growth rate of more than 6%
once the growth rate of the working age
population falls below 2%. India’s

working age population growth first
fell below 2% in 2010 and the decline

continues. The working population is
now growing just over 1%, and ultimately
fewer workers will slow growth.

Though productivity typically surges
early inarecovery, thistime it continued
to languish in many economies. India’s
productivity growth rate has been
trending downward over the past few
vears, according to CEIC data.

Major powers from the US to
China and India are turning further
inward, extolling “self-sufficiency” over
globalisation. Major emerging markets
led by India, China and Russia are world
leaders in authoring new rules on data
flows, threatening to deglobalise even
the internet,

As governments spent heavily to
counter national lockdowns, debt levels
hit new highs. But now, as interest rates
head higher, borrowers of all kKinds will
be reluctant to take on more debt to fuel
orowth. India’s total debt burden spiked
from 160% to 1753% of GDP which is
unusually high for a country in India’s
income class. The deepening impact of
the four Ds suggests the trend towards
slower growth will continue,

Nocountryisanisland, isolated from
these global trends. All need to reconsider
how fast thev can grow in the new era.
High-income countries such as the US
that still aim for 3% annual growth will
be lucky to top 2% in this decade. Lower-
income nations such as India need to
lower their benchmark for success from
7% to5% or better.

Complicating this picture is that
inflation has returned, driven by
temporary supply shortages and heavy
stimulus, but likely to be sustained by
shrinking labour forces and rising wages.
With inflation back, policymakers will
nolonger feel empowered to keep growth
alive with constant doses of stimulus.
Investors, who have grown accustomed
to central banks propping up markets at
the first sign of trouble, will need to
wean themselves off the comforts of
constant state support.

Rather than hyping a temporary spike
in growth data, it is time to recognise
that a post-pandemic world shaped by
the four Ds is likely to result in even
slower growth and higher inflation.

The writer isan author and global investor

After 2 Years, Case For Returning To Office This March

Human interaction is the key fuel for every organisation, and we are running short on it

Harsh Goenka

Work-office routine as we knew it
consisted of a series of daily rituals.
Dress codes, the commute, the exchange
of pleasantries at the workplace,
informal banter, meetings, bonding
with colleagues over tea and coffee,
discussions, arguments, teaming up to finalise policy,
presentations or perhaps make deals, staving on late,
bidding good-nights, the list is endless.

The Covid-19 pandemic abruptly brought this
typical work routine to a halt, forcing us to experiment
with novel concepts of remote working. Work from
home became the new norm. And with that, casual
dressing, make-shift workspaces, multi-tasking in the
home environment, digital meetings, calendar invites
and juggling time with family have gained acceptance.

Once the pandemic is over there could be many who
would be tempted with the ideathat working from home
could provide the perfect work-life balance. But the
question is, is that the best way forward? And the
answer, when welook deep into why a common physical
office matters, isa resounding NO.

‘Culture eats strateqy for breakfast'

An important reason for this is a fundamental facet
of organisational functioning — work culture. At the
root of every organisation is its culture or ethos. The
oft-quoted Peter Drucker phrase “culture eats strategy
for breakfast” is a testimony to the importance of this
all-pervading facet of every organisation. Within
its ecosystem, human interaction remains the most
significant fuel. The prolonged persistence of the
pandemic is beginning to erode this capital and threaten
its very existence. How do we prevent thiserosion?

One of the recent developments affecting organi-
sations has been the extremely unusual and high rate of

ONCE UPON A TIME: Office samosa party

attrition. This is more prevalent in the technology sector
and despite the efforts of companies tostem it, theattrition
has beenrising. While there may be many reasons for this,
one of the driving forces is the lack of personal interac-
tion and the eventual loss of a sense of belonging. Being
together in a common workplace builds unity and helps
remove the sense of isolation and makes us feel we are
part of something much bigger; having a larger purpose.

After the third wave, three options

Inthe wake of the third wave, local administrations
in cities called for a partial shutdown and reduced
commercial and social activity. At this juncture, it was
an unavoidable necessity in order to stem the rapid
flare-up in infections. Once we pass this wave, it is
important that organisations educate people on the
subjective benefits of in-office working because that
aspect in spite of beingso vital is least understood.

There are some solutions that are worth exploring.
One is a hybrid model option where people work

remotely for part of the week and at the workplace for
the other part. This will help alleviate some of the
downsides of WFH. Also it will help shake off the inertia
developed with remote working in the last two years.
Another option is to categorise people into those that
mandatorily need to work from office and those that can
have a more flexible schedule. The advantage of this
maodel is that the core group that are critical to driving
the business and are those that come face to face with
customers are able toengage in the physical workplace.
A third option, which I personally do not advocate,
would be to make it mandatory for all to attend all the time.

Reconnect all levels of the organisation

Besides these, seeking inputs and involvement of
people from all levels of the organisation on major
decisionscan helpraise thefeeling of empowerment. A
robust communication within the organisation is also
important. Leaders should find the time to engage with
people in small groups or even individually where
necessary, to motivate and keep people engaged so that the
cultural fabric is kept intact. Reward and recognise
people who further vour culture. Treat people with empat-
hyand kindness. All of these can be differentiators that
ensure the organisation is well connected culturally.

A soothsayver warned Julins Caesar, “Beware
the Ides of March.” Mid March 2020, the planet
encountered a life-threatening virus which forced us
into isolation, into our limited residential spaces. It
was necessary and unavoidable. Two vears into the
pandemic, whether we believe we are at the end of the
beginning or at the beginning of the end, the efforts to
reconnect must start now. At stake are the energy and
enthusiasm and vibrancy and everything else at the
workplace that we have cultivated which collectively
we refer to as our organisational culture. We must
carefully nurture it back tolife.

The writer ischairmanof RPG Enterprises

dilbert

PEOPLE SAY THE

COMPLEXITY OF

MODERN LIFE IS
A BAD THING.

i@ScotthdamsSays

Dilbert.com

5-12-16 6 20% Scoft Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick

WARE.

Sacreds_;la ce

BUT FOR USELESS LMY MY SMART— Love That's Blissful
IF'F %g:t':' A?F%%HEEEEEE AREN"T L%ig%g#égﬁ Love in absolute purity gives strength
YOU DONE .. Ultimate love is love for love's sake
OPPORTUNITIES. YET? R ;ﬂgﬂ _ - pure love. We love spontaneously,

simply, effortlessly and purely
without any fear of mental, social or
moral bondage, desire, need and
expectation. This highest form of
love is guided by true wisdom and
bestows bliss and jov.

Meena Om

What You’re Longing For Is Also Longing For You

Sumit Paul

hile reading Persian mystic
Jalaluddin Rumi, I stumbled
upon a soul-gladdening

thought that made me pause and go
into a state of trance: ‘Loversdon’t
finally meet somewhere. They've been
witheachother all along.” Whata
heart-warming thought. Reading
these lines broughtto mind Hafiz
Shirazi’s immortal verse: ‘Love is
perennial. It chooses the lovers, not the
other way round.’

Truelove isdivine innature-Ishqg-e-
Hageeqi. Walt Whitman wrote in the
first edition of Leavesof Grass, “We
existed forever for each other/ Waiting
for that moment to be divinely aware.”
Thisisthe turning point in love: To be
aware of that precise moment when
both understand that they have loved
eachother through ages and births, asa

voung Muhammad Igbal put it: *Dil
dhadakta tab bhi tha/ Par aaj ye ayvaan
hua/ Hum mein hain aap/ Aur aap mein
hum/ [ss baat ka irfaan hua’ - Heart
throbbed then as well/ But today 've
realised that you'reinmeand I'min
yvou/ This is the greatest realisation.
‘Tishnagigaraabzovadaz
jahaan/ Abhum zoyad
ba-aalam tishnagaan’-It's
notonly the thirst that
longs for water/ Water
alsocraves thethirsty
man. This Persian couplet

Khan Ghalib, ‘Hum hain mushtaaq aur
woh bezaar/ Ilahi ye maajrakya hai?’ -
I'magog, and my beloved isalso
restless/ God, what's goingon?
Metaphysically, all things come out
of our inner self, the recesses of the
soul. Weremain unaware of itand try
tofind that in the clamour and
clutter of the outer world.
WA We're just like the musk-deer
peas thatkeepsrunningafter
musk, which it contains in
itsnavel. As Krishnabihari
‘Noor' put it: *‘Main daudta

by Rumiresonates withall THE SPEAKING TREE phirajiskikhatir/ Woh toh

of us. We all search for the
ultimate with a blinkered vision, not
knowing that what we have been
lookingfor is not separate fromus. Our
search for truth begins and ends at our
very doorstep.

Remember, what you're longing for
is also longing for you. To quote Asadullah

pahle sethadil mein haazir’
What [ hankered after/ That existed
already inmy heart.

AdiShankara’s mystic interpreta-
tion of Advait or non-dualism deserves
amention here: That all are essentially
divine. Divinity residesinall of usas
an inalienable entity. God, or whatever

yvoumay call it, is not separate from the
jiva. Further explanation leads to the
Upanishads’ lofty proclamation, Aham
Brahmasami-I'm Brahmn; and Tat
tvam asi—Thouart That. [slamic
tasawwuf, spirituality, also proclaims
the same thing: An-Al-Haq, You're the
Supreme, the ultimate Truth.

Human beings are unrealised souls.
They're like fallen angels, as Igbal put
it: ‘Raah bhatka farishta hoon main/
Jannathaimeraashivaana' -I'man
angel who haslost his wayv/ Otherwise,
paradise is my abode. We're unaware of
ourowndivinity and the innate
potential. That wecarry an ocean of
possibilities and a plethora of opportu-
nities isstill elusive to us. Kabirrightly
said, ‘Tu mokodhoondhe Kidhar/ Main
toh hoon tere andar’ - Where do vou
look for me?/ I'm forever within you.

If only we understood this simple key
to a blissful life!
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WOODS MUM ON RETURN DATE, WILL
ATTEND MASTERS CHAMPIONS DINNER

Sweep With 17-Run Winiin :

Third T201 Against Windies

Saibal.Bose@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Rain staved away
throughout the day, so did the
sun. But Survakumar Yadav
joined the party under the
Eden Gardens floodlights here
on Sunday with all guns blaz-
ing. The rather gloomy Kolka-
ta day turned into an evening
of fireworks as Suryakumar,
along with Venkatesh Iver,
guided India to 184 for five in
the third and final T20 Interna-
tional against the West Indies.

The total eventually proved
adequate, with the West Indies
being stopped in their tracks
at 167 for 9. Nicholas Pooran
continued his defiance with a
47-ball 61. Roviman Powell and

Number of
successive
bilateral

series wins

Romario Shephard hlazecl
briefly, but those weren't
enough. Like the ODIs, the
T201 series was a clean sweep
for India with this 17-run win.

West Indies, meanwhile,

will have a lot to introspect.
For the record, India had beat-
en New Zealand 3-0 too, in
their previous T20I series at
home. The major talking point
during the West Indies in-
nings was injury to Deepak
Chahar, who pulled a muscle
before the last ball of his sec-
ond over, the third of the in-
nings. Having already dis-
missed the West Indies open-
ers, Chahar's walking off the
ground was a blow to India,
although in the context of the
match it did not matter much.

The Sunday show-stopper
was a great effort by India’s
fifth-wicket pair of Yadav and

registered by India across
formats in India since
October 2019 - their best
winning streak at home.

Suryakumar
Yadav's
score, his
career-best

score in T20Is, bettering the
62 against New Zealand in
Jaipur on Nov 17, 2021. His
fourth fifty is his first
against the West Indies.

Runs scored
by India in the
last five overs
- an Indian

record, bettering the 80 Iver, considering that the 100th
against England in Durban run came in the 16th over of
on September 19, 2007. the innings. The partnership

: was worth 91 runs., coming in
Stats: Rajesh Kumar

SURYA FIREWORKS
MAKE INDIA'S DAY

Hosts Complete Rare Double Db &' B
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only 37 balls, with the last five
overs fetching 86. A crowd of
around 20,000 watched and
roared as all this unfolded.

Survakumar scored 65 off
just 31 deliveries, which had
seven sixes. His only bounda-
ry, a brilliant cover drive, had
even the West Indians ap-
plauding. He perished on the
innings’ last ball, going for
maximum again.

Venkatesh remained un-
beaten on 35 and had two sixes

SCOREBOARD

India: R Gaikwad c Mayers b
Holder 4, | Kishan b Chase 34,
lyer ¢ Holder b Walsh 25, R
Sharma b Drakes 7, S Yadav ¢
Powell b Shepherd 65, V lyer n.o.
35; Extras (Ib10, w4): 14; Total (5
wkis): 184; Fow: 1-10, 2-63, 3-66,
4-93, 5-184; Bowling: Holder 4-0-
29-1, Shepherd 4-0-50-1, Chase
4-0-23-1, Walsh 4-0-30-1, Drakes
3-0-37-1, Allen 1-0-5-0

West Indies: K Mayers ¢ Kishan b

Suryakumar

Yadav’'s strike

rate, along with
. his runs tally of

107 at 53.50, are the highest by an Indian batter in
the just-concluded series against West Indies.

BCC

—r
Suryakumar Yadav drives at

% Eden Gardens on Sunday
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too in his 19-ball stay. He also
snapped up two wickets.

It was to be a day of exper-
iments for India, who started
off with h four changes, two
forced and two by choice,

DIEGO SCHWARTZMAN TO FACE SPANISH
TEENAGER CARLOS ALCARAZ IN RIO OPEN FINAL

Dhull’s tryst with history

Only 3rd Player To Score Tons In Both Innings On Ranji Debut

Prasad.RS@timesgroup.com

ash Dhull is living

adream. After lead-

ing the India U-19

team to a World Cup
triumph in West Indies, the
youngster has now become
the third player to score cen-
turies in both innings of his
Ranji Trophy debut.

Hefollowed up his 113 inthe
first innings with an identical
score in the second as Delhi's
match against Tamil Nadu in
Guwahati ended ina draw The
others to have achieved this
feat are Nari Contractor (152
and 102*)-- playing for Gujarat
during the 1952-53 season— and
Maharashtra's Virag Awate
(126 and 112) in 2012-13.

Yash, in the company of
Dhruv Shorey (107*, 13x4), lit
up the ground during their
unfinished opening stand of
228 1n the 60.5 overs that were
bowled on Day 4. The two
were on top of their games
and tore the TN attack with
shots all around the ground.

While the experienced
Dhruv was the aggressor,
Yash began to open up once
he got his eye in. If effortless
stroke-making was the
standout feature of Yash's
maiden hundred, the voung-
ster’'s calm-headedness came

RAGIHG DHULL: IN ELITE LEAGUE

@ Yash Dhull, with a century in
each innings (113 & 113*) of his
maiden Ranji Trophy match
against TN in Guwahati, has
become just the third batsman
to post a century in each
innings on Ranji Trophy debut.

@ Nari Contractor (152 and
102*) had accomplished the feat
for Gujarat against Baroda in
Baroda in November 1952 and
Virag Awate (126 and 112) for
Maharashtra against Vidarbha in Nagpur in November 2012,

@ Dhull is now the seventh Delhi batsman to post a century in
each innings of a Ranji Trophy match, joining Mansur Ali Khan
Pataudi (vs Services, 1964-65), Surinder Khanna (vs Karnataka,
1978-79), Madan Lal (vs Railways, 1980-81), Ajay Sharma (vs
Railways, 1995-96), Raman Lamba (vs Maharashtra, 1996-97)
and Rishabh Pant (vs Jharkhand, 2016-17).

handing medium-pacer Avesh

to the fore in the century he
scored on Sunday. Yash was
prepared to wait for the loose
balls and never played a false
shot during the course of his
202-ball innings.

Rajesh Nagar, Yash's long-
time coach, believes his ward
couldn’t have asked for a bet-
ter start to his first-class ca-
reer. “Yash had told me at the
end of Day 3 that he would go
ot and score a hundred in the
second innings. To have done
what he said shows his char-

acter. Yash has made a smooth
transition from white-ball
format to the more demand-
ing Ranji Trophy and is fulfill-
ing the immense potential he
has,” Rajesh told TOL.

Yash announced his ar-
rival on Day 1 of the clash
with a 150-ball 113, “To score
a debut hundred is always a
special feeling. To be part of
the Delhi team, get an oppor-
tunity and make the most of
it gives me a lot of confi-
dence.” Yash had said.

Khan his debut. While Shreyas
Iver and Ruturaj Gaikwad
came in for Virat Kohli and
Rishabh Pant, Shardul
Thakur and Avesh replaced
the rested Bhuvneswar Kumar
and Yuzvendra Chahal.

Chahar 6, S Hope ¢ Kishan b Chahar
8, N Pooran Kishan b Thakur 6, R
Powell ¢ Thakur b Patel 25, K
Pollard ¢ Bishnoi b V yer 5, ] Holder
¢S Iyer bV Iyer 2, R Chase b Patel
12, R Shepherd ¢ Sharma b Patel 29,
F Allen n.o. 5, D Drakes ¢ Sharma b
Thakur 4, H Walsh n.o. 0; Extras:
{163, w7) 10; Total: (9 wkis)) 167;
FoW: 1-6, 2-26, 3-73, 4-82, 5-87,
6-100, 7-148, 8-158, 9-166; Bowling:
Chahar 1.5-0-15-2, Khan 4-0-42-0, V
Iyer 2.1-0-23-2, Thakur 4-0-33-2,
Bishnoi 4-0-29-0, Patel 4-0-22-3.

PUJARA (91), TAILENDERS
DENY MUMBAI VICTORY

Gaurav.Gupta@timesgroup.com

of steel, skipper Jaydev Unadkat (32*, 72b,

4x4) and Chetan Sakaria (10%, 44b, 1x4,
1x6) put up a valiant, unbeaten tenth wicket 31-
run partnership in 104 balls to help Saurashtra
deprive Mumbai of an outright win which
would've given them six points, on a thrilling final
day in their Ranji Trophy Group D opener at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad.

Saurashtra went into tea at 313 for five on

Sunday , but lost four wickets quickly in the final
session as a superb, marathon effort by left-arm
spinner Shams Mulani (7 for 114 in 42 overs)
brought Mumbai within sniffing distance of a
victory. However, Unadkat and Sakaria's dogged

D isplaying incredible resilience and nerves

partnership enabled the defending Ranji Trophy
champions to hang on for a well-fought, nail-
biting draw. Staving off Mumbai's bowlers by the

skin of their teeth, Saurashtra finished at 372/9.

Earlier, Cheteshwar Pujara responded to his

axing from India's Test side for the home Tests

against Sri Lanka by letting his bat talk. A day
after he was dropped, Pujara — after getting
out for a duck in the first innings — smashed a
quickfire 91 (83b, 16x4, 1x6).

Taking out the frustration of his axing from
the Indian Test side on Saturday on Mumbai's
bowlers, Pujara —denied what would've been
his 51st First Class century when he offered no
shot to Mulani —
a One-dayer. The 34-year-old reached his fifty
off 57 balls with nine fours with a pull off a
short ball for a four. Later, he also pulled left-
arm spinner Tanush Kotian for a six. The Test
discard was especially severe on hoth Mumbai's
spinners, Mulani and Kotian.

batted as if he was playing in
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RANJI SCORES

GROUP A: MP 274 and 251
{(Shubham Sharma 103 not out;
Chintan Gaja 6/48) beat Gujarat
331and 88 (Kumar Kartikeya
Singh 5/34, Shubham Sharma
2/7) Points: MP 6, Gujarat 0.
GROUP B: Baroda 181 and 255
lost to Bengal 88 and 350/6; 91.3
overs (Abhimanyu Easwaran
19, Shahbaz Ahmed 71 not out,
Abhishek Porel 53 not out).
Points: Bengal 6, Baroda 0.
Hyderabad 347 and 269/8
declared. Chandigarh 216 and
183; 50.5 overs (Arslan Khan

68; Ravi Teja 6/41). Points:
Hyderabad 6, Chandigarh 0.
GROUP C: Karnataka: 481 & 223
for 9 in 63.2 overs (R Samarth
83; Amit Mishra 4 for 58, Karn
Sharma 3 for 47) drew Railways
426 1n 128.3 overs (Arindam
Ghosh 105, Mohammad Saif

843 and 69 for 4 in 33 overs.
Karnataka: 3 points, Railways: 1
Pondicherry: 343 & 124 in 45.5
overs (Parvez Rasool six for 29)
lost to JEK 426 in 114.1 overs
{Qamran lghal 96, Abdul Samad
103) and 45 for 2 in 12.4 overs.
J&K: & points, Pondicherry: 0
GROUP D: Mumbai: 544/7 decl.
drew Saurashtra: 220 and 372/9
in 116 overs (Snell Patel 98,
Cheteshwar Pujara 91; Shams
Mulani 7/114). Mumbai: 3
points, Saurashtra: 1

Goa: 181 & 394/5d drew Odisha:
189 & 239/7. Odisha: 3 points,
Goa: 1l

GROUP E: Services 176 and 204
lost to Uttarakhand 248 and 136
for 1 in 28.3 overs (Jay Bista 87
nat out). Uttarakhand: 6 points,
Services: 0.

Rajasthan 275 and 316 beat
Andhra 224 and 209 in 53.3
overs (S Sharma 4 for 32).
Rajasthan: 6 points, Andhra: 0.
GROUP F: Haryana 556 and 81/1
drew Tripura 436; 159 overs
(Samit Gohel 122, Rajat Dey 67).
Points: Haryana 3. Tripura 1.
Himachal Pradesh 354 and 402/8;
115.4 overs {(Akash Vasisht 140,
Praveen Thakur 103 not out)
drew Punjab 526. Match drawn.
Points: Punjab 3, Himachal 1.
GROUP G: Maharashtra 415 beat
Assam 248 and 160 (Satyajeet
Bachhav 7/45). Maharashtra: 7
points, Assam: 1

UP 301 and 280/6 (Saurabh
Kumar 81 not out) drew
Vidarbha 548/6 (Faiz Fazal

192, Akshay Wadkar 102 not
out; Saurabh Kumar 3/160).
Vidarbha: 3 points, UP: 1
GROUP H: Delhi 452 and 228/0

in 60.5 overs (Yash Dhull 113 not
out; Dhruy Shorey 107 not out)
drew Tamil Nadu 494 in 107.5
overs. TN: 3 points, Delhi: 1

India’s women’s team needs to field better

Harbhajan Singh

wouldn't deny for once that |
have been very disappointed
with India not being able to
defend challenging totals like
270 and 279 in back-to-back games
against the White Ferns. Save
Jhulan Goswami, who is still as
good as gold, and Deepti Sharma,
who has been able to hit the ideal
length for an off-break bowler on
these surfaces, the others need to
put in more concerted effort.
For young pacers like Renuka
Singh Thakur and Simran Dil
Bahadur, | believe there is a lot
of room for improvement. They
certainly need to bowl in better
areas against a world-class bat-
ting lineup. They are still inex-

ternational cricket quickly.

dmazon

prime video

GALLERY

Faulkner leaves PSL
over payment row

Karachi: Australia bowler James Faulkner
allegedly damaged a hotel chandelier
before quitting Pakistan's Twenty20 lea-
gue at the weekend claiming he hadn't
been paid, claims that were refuted as
“baseless” by the country's cricket board.
Faulkner, a member of Australia’s 2015
Waorld Cup-winning team, had been play-
ing for Quetta Gladiators in the Pakistan
Super League (PSL). Faulkner abruptly left
the league and took to social media to
claim that he'd been lied to by the Pakis-
tan Cricket Board (PCB) and that his
treatment had been a “disgrace”.

Eamila Valieva.

There will be pressure on Tim David
when he plays for Ml, says Watson:

Mumbai Indians in the IPL. Mumbai Indians
BEIJING 2022

perienced and as they play more
matches at this level, they will
certainly get better. But having
said that, I believe that one needs

to adapt to the challenges of in-

It's the elite level and it's not
yvour learning ground but a plat-
form where you need to win
matches for vour country regular-
Iv If you want to learn, then do-
mestic ericket is the place to do

Chinese President Xi Jinping
was on hand for
flake-themed ceremony at the
Bird's Nest stadium, where Inter-
national Olympic Committee Pres-

ident Thomas Bach

Former Australian all-rounder Shane Watson described the Beijing
has said that there will be pressure on Tim k Games as “truly ex-
David when he turns up to play for the ( ceptional”™ before de-

claring them closed.

FEB 12 - FEB 24

NEW ZEALAND
us INDIA (WOMEN] ==
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Beijing Winter Olympics Comes To A Close
As Norway Top The Tally With 37 Medals

Beijing: The city doused its Olym-
pic flame on Sunday night, closing
a Games that will be remembered
for the extremes of its anti-Covid-19
measures and outrage over the dop-
ing scandal that enveloped 15-vear-
old Russian skating sensation

the snow-

that and when you come here, you
have to deliver for the team. And,
if vou are not able to execute the
plans, then yvou need to go back to
the drawing board and work with
coaches on corrective measures.

So, when vou are playving the
next game, it should be visible
that a course correction has hap-
pened. The quicker they show
progress the better it will be for
India, with the World Cup round

KFC

New Delhi:
the corner. Also I believe that
fielding needs a lot of improve-
ment as there are far too many
easy singles being given and New
Zealand have converted ones into
twos without much fuss.

On New Zealand grounds. yvou
need to cut down the angles and
have more players in single saving
positions. That's how you create
pressure in the end overs and force
them to take risks. You don't wait
for them to make mistakes.

In the last match, bowlers con-
ceded singles as well as boundaries,
which 1s not doing them any good.
Expecting a better show and amore
potent combination for the fourth
game with Jhulan, Meghana, Ra-
jeshwari, Deepti and Poonam being
my choice of attack. pmc

them,”

s

will be ‘difficult’.

PUJARA, RAHANE OMISSION
WAS EXPECTED: GAVASKAR

Former India cricketer Sunil
Gavaskar is not surprised with the non-selec-
tion of senior batters Cheteshwar Pujara and
Ajinkva Rahane in the squad for two Tests
against Sri Lanka, terming it ‘expected’.
“This was expected because in the three Test
matches they played in South Africa, had they
scored a century or someone scored knocks of
80-90, then it would have been a different story.
Yes, Ajinkya Rahane scored a half-century (at
Johannesburg) but apart from that, not many
runs were scored when runs were expected of
Gavaskar told Sports Tak.
Gavaskar admitted that the road to return
*They can come back. Why
not? If they show good form in the Ranji Tro-
phy, scoring 200-250 in every Ranji Trophy
match, then they can definitely come back. But
right now, after this series, India just have a
one-off Test with England and then we play
Tests only towards the end of the vear. So I feel
time won't be on their side.

" |ANS

GRAND ENDING: A glimpse
from the closing ceremony
* of the 2022 Winter Olympics

MENDIS HELPS SL
AVOID OZ SWEEP

Melbourne: Opener Kusal
Mendis struck an unbeaten 69
off 58 balls to help secure a
consolation five-wicket victory
for Sri Lanka, who fired with
both bat and ball against
Australia in the fifth and final
Twenty20 international on
Sunday. The hosts posted 154-6
after opting to bat in Melbourne,
but the Sri Lankan batsmen
finally found their feet to reach
155-5 with one ball remaining,
ending the series 4-1in
Australia’s favour.

Mendis batted positively, but
sensibly, with captain Dasun
Shanaka (35) in an 83-run
partnership which powered Sri
Lanka to their first win against
Australia in any format since
2017. Seamer Kane Richardson

LFF

race)...

MENDIS

8§

took 2-28, but Australia's
second-string bowling attack
never looked threatening after
conceding 54-2 in the powerplay.
BRIEF SCORES: Australia: 154/6
in 20 overs (Maxwell 29; Kumara
2/34, Chameera 2/30) lost to Sri
Lanka: 155/5 in 19.5 overs
(Mendis 69 n.o, Shanaka 35;
Richardson 2/28). acencies

Skier Remi suffers frozen
penis in mass start race

Zhangjiakou: The men’s 50km mass start race at

the Beijing Games was shortened to

30km but that did little to help Fin-
land’s Remi Lindholm, who need-
ed a heat pack at the end of the
race to thaw out a particularly
sensitive body part.

Lindholm spent just under an

hour and 16 minutes traversing the
course in howling, freezing winds, leading to his
penis becoming frozen for the second time in a
cross-country skiing race following a similar inci-
dent in Ruka, Finland last vear,

“¥ou can guess which body part was a little bit
frozen when [ finished (the men's Olyvmpic 50km
it was one of the worst competitions I've been
in. It was just about battling through,
ish media. With organisers worried about frostbite
during Saturdayv’s race, it was delayed by an hour
and shortened by 20km. The thin suits and un-
der-lavers worn by racers, as well as plasters to
cover their faces and ears, offered little protection.
Lindholm explained that he used a heat pack to try

"hetold Finn-

had picked up Tim David for Rs 8.25 crore.
“Definitely, with the high price tag, comes a
lot of expectations and pressure from your

to thaw out his appendage once the race was over;
“When the body parts started to warm up after the
finish, the pain was unbearable,” he added. reuters

The Beijing
(Games, contained in-
side a “closed loop”,

at Beijing’s iconic Bird's
Nest Stadium on Sunday

. 2 . t.. jlé'
ﬁ#ﬂ‘%‘/ﬁ'—- )
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franchise. It:;s not until 3.;1|:+u kgetin;n the were the second Olympics in six expectations, putting it in third | TAIWAN PREMIER WANTS FINLAND BEATS RUSSIANS

ti t months tc deprived by Covid of lace, while winter sports power-
absorts that pressure that s there sald much of its festivity " house Norway withapopulationot | ATHLETE PUNISHED FOR | FOR ITS 1ST OLYMPIC SHIFFRIN ENDS UNDER-PAR GAMES
Watson on the ‘ICC Review' show. just 5.5 million, won a record 16, WEARING CHINA SUIT HOCKEY GOLD MEDAL WITH LOVE LETTER TO THE MEDIA

SNOWFLAKES AND LANTERNS

On one side of the stadium,
which was roughly half full, red
Chinese lanterns projected a glow
as Olyvmpic athletes entered en
masse to “Ode to Joy”, dancing and
taking selfies.

The Chinese team drew cheers

‘IPL rights value to reflect league
growth’: Media rights for the IPL will
capture value worthy of the league's rapid
rise, especially after the addition of two
new teams and strong digital growth,
secretary of BCCI Jay Shah said. He decli-
ned to discuss any dollar figures, but said:

DOPING SCANDAL

The biggest legacy of the Olym-
pics will be the controversy sur-
rounding Valieva, who stumbled
under pressure in her final skate,
and the outrage directed towards
Russian sports officials and the

Beijing: Sheets of paper rained down like
super-sized confetti on the bench, which
players leapt off at full speed to pile on
top of goaltender Harri Sateri with such
force that they knocked the net off its
moorings. After finally accomplishing
what so many Finland teams before

Taipei: Taiwan's premier wants a
Taiwanese Olympic speedskater to be
punished for wearing what appeared to
be a suit from China's team during
training. Symbols of the two sides are
especially sensitive at a time when
China's ruling Communist Party, which

Yanqging: Ski star Mikaela Shiffrin could have blamed
external pressure for her disappointments at the
Olympics, but even after missing out on a podium in her

sixthraceshe — MEDALS TALLY (TOP 5)

embraced the

media focus on her JRELLY] ‘ (] ‘ S ‘ B ‘ T
to celebrate the

“The valuation will mirror the rise and that grew louder when San Fran- country’s history of doping, which claims Taiwan as part of its territory were unable to do, there was plenty of good in failing. Norway 16 | 8 | B | 37
growth of the league.” aeencies cisco-born freestyle skier Eileen meant its athletes could not com- | even though the island has long strength to go around. Finland, known Shiffrin gave a
Gu, who won two golds and asilver pete under Russia’s flag. Valieva | operated with its own government, is as Suomi in Finnish, is now synonymous message of hope | Germany 12 (10| 5| 27

with gold. The Finns knocked off the
favoured Russians 2-1 Sunday to win the

and resilience:
“There's so much

trying to intimidate the democracy by
flying fighter jets and bombers nearby.

failed a doping test at her national
championships in December but

for China, was shown on-screen.

ACTION TODAY

GOLD MEDALS, COVID TESTS the result was only revealed on Feb. Huang Yu-ting, one of four Taiwanese men's hockey tournament without NHL about - what's your China 9141215
FOOTBALL: I5L: Bengaluru vs Odisha Gu, 18, delivered on the hype 8, aday after she helped the Russian athletes at the Winter Games, posted a players at the Beijing Games, capturing message to the
7.30pm (Star Sports 1) generated by her dozens of endorse- Olympic Committee (ROC) win the video on her social media page on Jan 23 an Olympic gold medal for the first time haters. | want to USA 8 (101 7| 25
HOCKEY: FIH Pro League: 11.30pm ment deals even as her success team event. She was nonetheless | showing her training in what appearedto | in the nation’s history. Finland had never talk to people who
(Star Sports Select 2) raised questions about nationality  allowed to participate in the singles be a Chinese suit. It said Huang won at the Olympics on the men's or have the potential Sweden g8 [ 515/ 18

China’s nine gold medals exceeded but finished fourth. asencies apologized and removed the video. ap wWomen's side. AcencIES to be kind." aFr
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SUPER SUBS

Leeds: Second-half goals
from substitutes Fred and
Anthony Elanga earned
Manchester United a 4-2 vic-
tory over Leeds United in a
thriller at Elland Road in the
Premier League on Sunday,
In a red-hot atmosphere,
the visitors took the lead in
the 34th minute, with captain
Harry Maguire heading home
to score his side’s first league
goal from a corner all season.
As the rain became more tor-
rential, United compounded
the home side’s woes when
Bruno Fernandes squeezed
another header into the net,
Seemingly dead and bur-
ied, Leeds turned the match
on its head with two goals in

ONE APP FOR ALL YOUR HEALTH NEEDS
Scan QR code to try FREE Heart Rate Monitor

less than a minute early in
the second to lift the roof off
Elland Road. Spanish for-
ward Rodrigo’s cross man-
aged to loop over United
stopper David de Gea before

TIMES

SPORT

AFF

Pl - ; i i
I | i 17 - 5 ."_._._1
BATTLEGROUND: United players

react m

Elanga is hit by an object thrown from the stands

Dan James squared for Leeds
substitute Raphinha to level
at the far post. The visitors
were the ones to get over the
line, however, as Fred put his

Routers

side in front 20 minutes from
time before Elanga settled
the contest. The result moved
United onto 46 points in third,
while Leeds stay 15th.

Barcelona roll back
to fourth; Sevilla slip

Valencia: Pierre-Emerick
Aubamevang scored his first two
goals for Barcelona in a convineing
4-1 win at Valencia on Sunday, lifting
his side to fourth place in LaLiga.
It was the eighth and ninth goals
of the season for the former Arsenal
striker, who last found the net for the
Gunners in October in a 3-1 win over
Aston Villa. Frenkie de Jong and
Pedri also scored for Barcelona, who
looked much improved after strug-

cling at the start of the season. Car-
los Soler scored a consolation goal
for the locals.

The win lifted Barcelona into
fourth place on 42 points from 24
cames, tied with Atletico who are
fifth on goal difference. Real Madrid
top the table with 57 points.

Sevilla stumbled again in the
Spanish title race asal-1draw away
at Espanyol left Real Madrid with a
six-point lead at the top.

TAKING FLIGHT: Barcelona's new
signing Aubameyang celebrates

Another slip means Sevilla have
now won only once in their last five
league games, allowing Madrid to
maintain a commanding advantage,
despite Carlo Ancelottl’s side suffer-
ing a dip in form themselves.

Rafa Mir put Sevilla in front at
Cornella but Sergi Darder equalised
for Espanyol early in the second half,

Julen Lopetegui’s team still have
to play Real Madrid at home in April,
two weeks after visiting Barcelona
at Camp Nou, but they are in danger
of letting Madrid drift through the
second half of the season, without
a serious rival to challenge them.

Real Madrid dug deep in a 30 home
win against lowly Alaves, scoring all
three in the last 27 minutes after the
visitors gave them a few scares early
on at the Bernabeu. acencies

Former India coach
Akramov passes away

New Delhi: Former Indian foothall team coach
Rustam Akramov, who introduced the legendary
Bhaichung Bhutia to the international game in 19495
and took the Blue Tigers to their highest-ever FIFA
ranking, has died in Uzbekistan.He was 73.

The Uzbek coach died on February 15, according
to the official website of the National Olympic Com-
mittee of Uzbekistan, Akramov was in charge of
the national team from 1995 to 1997,

Alramov gave a teenage Baichung Bhutia his debut
in a Nehru Cup match against Thailand in March 1995.
Akramov helped Bhutia shape up as a striker instead
of the attacking midfielder role he played at club level.
The Indian team under Akramov was full of great
players like IM Vijayan, Carlton Chapman and Bruno
Coutinho, besides a young Bhutia. The team rose to
94th in the Feb 1996 FIFA rankings. e

Jamshedpur

close in on
semifinals

Vasco: Jamshedpur FC breezed
past Chennaiyin 4-1 in a lopsid-
ed Indian Super League (ISL)
match to move to the second
place on Sunday.

Ritwik Das (23rd), Boris Singh
(33rd) and Daniel Chima Chukwu
{40th) got on the score-sheet be-
fore Deepak Devrani scored an
own goal (46th) as Jamshedpur
made it three wins to rack up 51
points from 16 matches. They are
one point behind league leaders
Hyderabad FC with a game in

ACKO

CAR INSURANC
PE 350,000*
TAK KiI BACHA

hand. For Chennaivin, Nerijus
Valskis (62nd) scored a consola-
tion goal against his former side.
Chennaiyin are eighth in the ta-
ble with 20 points from 17 match-
es and are all but out of a semifi-
nal berth.

Jamshedpur bossed the game
from the start with Boris warm-
ing Debjit Majumder’s gloves

early on with an effort from

the right-wing. The Red

Miners saw a lot more of the
ball and that translated into a
zoal soon. Greg Stewart's corner
was headed back by Peter Hart-
ley as Chennaivin failed to clear
their lines.

Ritwik was on hand and the
in-form midfielder guided the
ball on the rise into the back of
the net past Debjit. eni

When you buy your car insurance from ACKO,
you enjoy the benefits of zero commission.
Which means, lower premium and great savings.

{5 NEED HELP WITH INSURANCE?
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(CALL: 1800 266 2256)

BAYERN RIDE
ON LEWA BRACE

Berlin: Two goals from
Robert Lewandowski saw
Bundesliga leaders Bayern
Munich come from behind to
beat bottom club Greuther
Fuerth 4-1 and avoid a
second successive shock
defeat on Sunday.

A week after they
slumped to a 4-2 defeat at
Bochum, Bayern survived
another scare against a
promoted side as
Lewandowski scored his
eighth brace of the season to
haul his side out of trouble.
The win keeps the league
leaders comfortably ahead
of second-placed Dortmund,

Fred And Elanga Step
Up From The Bench To
Secure United 4-2 Win In
Red-Hot Leeds Cauldron

‘Kane’ in the neck for Pep!

Pep Guardiola once la-
belled Tottenham Hotspur
‘the Harry Kane side’ and the
Spaniard was left marvelling
at the striker as his two goals
loosened Manchester City's
orip on the EPL title race.

It was only City's third
league defeat of the season but
their second to Tottenham.
The champions now have only
a six-point lead over Liver-
pool, who have a game in
hand. Juergen Klopp's men
visit the Etihad in April.

“Tottenham have a lot of
quality, they give the ball to
Harry Kane. They are really
oood up front. In the first half
they have the goal, no more.

“In the second half they
have one attack with Harry
Kane at the start and they
score. They are clinical. They
have Kane and Son and (De-
jan) Kulusevski.” rReuTers

CITY ‘APPALLED’
BY FODEN ATTACK

Manchester City said they were
“shocked and appalled” by an
attack on midfielder Phil Foden
and his family after a video
appeared to show them involved
in a scuffle at Saturday's fight
between Amir Khan and Kell
Brook at the Manchester Arena.

NEYMAR SCORES,
MISSES PENALTY
AS PSG SLUMP TO
NANTES DEFEAT

Paris: Paris Saint-Germain were
brought back down to earth after
their Champions League win over
Real Madrid as they slumped to a
3-1 defeat at Nantes in Ligue 1.

Nantes raced into a stunning
3-0 lead at the break - the first
time PSG had conceded three
goals before half-time in over two
years. Neymar gave PSG hope
with his first goal since last Nov,
but then saw a 59th-minute spot-
kick saved. The giants remain 13
points clear of Marseille,

Rebic avoids embarrassment
for Milan; Mourinho sent off
Salerno: Serie A leaders AC
Milan averted a shock defeat to
basement club Salernitana with
Ante Rebic rescuing a 2-2 draw
with a late strike. Roma came
back from two goals down to
salvage a 2-2 draw at home to
Verona but coach Jose Mourinho
was sent off. acencies
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Hannah beats the
men, wins mixed title

Sydney: Former US LPGA
champion Hannah Green made
history by becoming the first
woman to win a mixed-gender
professional golf tournament
with a four-shot victory at the
TPS Murray River event in
Australia. The world number 30
shot a five-under-par 66 to
clinch the title, “It's weird. |
don't normally have golf dreams
- very, very rarely - but | actually
had one last night of me after
winning,” Green said. Green

went into the final round ina
four-way tie for the lead with
Andrew Evans, Matthew Millar
and Blake Collyer.

DI sticking with PGA Tour
A proposed Saudi-financed rival
golf league took a big hit when
Dustin Johnson said he was
“fully committed" to stay with
the PGA Tour.

Chile's Niemann leads by 3
Joaquin Niemann fired a 3-under
par 68 to take a three-shot lead
at the Genesis Invitational with
a record total of 9-under 194 at
Riviera CC. acencies
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FM Nirmala will be
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Possession in

> 1,29, 000+ residential
resale properties —

- Apartments & builder floors

- Independent houses & villas

- Residential land

- Options from owners & brokers
- Make unlimited free enquiries

> 57,000+ residential rent
properties —

- Apartments & builder floors

- Independent houses & villas

- PGs and co-living spaces

- Furnished & semi-furnished options
- Options from owners & brokers

- Make unlimited free enquiries
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verified
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- Real photos

Price
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» Pros & cons
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to key places

« Current & planned
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Owner
services

« Dedicated relationship
manager

« Qualified buyers/tenants

« On-site photography
and video services

Rental
Payment

» Pay rent & win rewards

« Lowest convenience
fee of 0.99%

« 100% secure payment

Rent
Agreement

« Starting from 3399
« Legally Valid
+ Doorstep Delivery
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to install the app
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THEWISHFOR
HEALING HAS ALWAYS
BEEN HALF OF HEALTH

— LUCIUS ANNAEUS SENECA

PATRICK SCHWARZENEGGER POSTS PHOTO OF ARNIE GIVIN

In Ray Of Hope, Macron & Putin ‘Agree’ On Need For Diplomatic Solution;
Blinken Says Biden Ready To Engage With Russia Prez To Prevent War

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnu

Washington: US President
Joe Biden is meeting with his
National Security Council on
Sunday as Russian tanks are
reported to be rumbling to-
ward Ukraine in what Was-
hington says is a foregone deci-
sion by Moscow to invade the
neighbouring country There
was a glimmer of hope that pre-
cipitous action by Russia could
be averted following the
French President Emmanuel
Macron engaging his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin
with a pledge to convene “a me-
eting at the highest level to defi-
ne anew order of peace and se-
curity in Europe.” The White
House has not responded to the
French proposal.

Armoured tanks painted
with a letter “Z’ are reported to
be rolling from Shebekino in
Russia, towards Ukraine’s Kh-
arkiv Oblastjust across the bor-
der, according to Twitter posts
from military analysts accom-
panied by videos. The marking
are said to be aimed at differen-
tiating Russian tanks assigned
with specific roles and preven-
ting friendly fire. The forward
troopmovement is taking place
even as Macron reached out to
his Russian counterpart to fo-
restall what Nato allies say is
an imminent invasion. Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky also urged Putin to meet
him for talks amid the escala-
ting crisis. On its part, Moscow
says the US and Nato allies ha-
ve not responded to specific

Protesters in Warsaw, Poland, rally for peace in Ukraine on Sunday

‘West may cut Russia cos’ access to dollar, pound’

he US and Britain would cut off Russian companies’ accessto US

dollars and British pounds if the Kremlin orders an invasion of
Ukraine, British PM Boris Johnson said on Sunday. The US and Britain
have repeatedly cautioned that Russia is about to invade Ukraine, a
step Washington and London say would trigger the biggest conflict
since the end of World War Il. Johnson said Western sanctions on Ru-
ssia in the event of an invasion would go much further than he has
previously suggested in public. “We are even, with our American fri-
ends, going to stop them trading in pounds and dollars,” he said. “Th-
at will hit very, very hard.” Johnson, though, questioned if the threat
of curbs would be enough to deter Russia’s President Putin because
the Kremlin chief might not be thinking logically. “We have to accept
at the moment that Vladimir Putin is possibly thinking illogically abo-
ut this and doesn't see the disaster ahead,” Johnson said. reuters

proposals by Russia to take the
talks forward. While there was
a glimmer of hope that the situ-
ation would be defused follo-
wing a 105-minute phone talk
between Macron and Putin,
where they reportedly agreed
on “theneed tofavouradiplom-
atic solution to the ongoing cri-
sisand todoeverything to achi-
eveone,” there wasahintof im-
patience on part of Moscow at
what it sees as delay and obfu-
scation on part of US and Nato

Pak eyes people’s gold to
Increase forex reserves

Islamabad: The Imran
Khan-led Pakistan govern-
ment is considering a propo-
sal to borrow gold biscuits
and bars from the people to
increase the country's fore-
ign exchange reserves that
remain on a sliding path de-
spitetakingover$sbillionlo-
ans in the past three months
from bilateral and multilate-
ral creditors, according to a
mediareport on Sunday.

The proposal has been dis-
cussed in the Economic Ex-
ecutive Council (EEC) — the
body comprisingall economic
minisiers and the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) governor,
Express Tribune reported, ci-
ting sources in the ministry
of finance. As per the propo-

sal, the commercial banks

will issue a negotiable disco-

the gold with the SBP that can

reign exchange reserves.

The central bank’s reser- :

ves slid to $17 billion as of Fe-

In the past three months, the

$1billion in Pakistan’s history
by pledging motorway and re-

could not be stabilised. rm

allies. Putin “once again emp-
hasised the need for the US and
Nato to take Russia’s demands
toensure its security guarante-
&5 as seriously as possible and
to respond specifically and to
the point,” Kremlin said, A
French presidential adviser sa-
id the two agreed that a mee-
ting of the Organization for Se-
curity and Co-operation in Eu-
rope (OSCE), with representa-
tives from Ukraine and Russia,
be held on Mﬂ]‘ld‘d}-‘. Poland, cur-

rently the OSCE chair, earlier
said that at Ukraine’s request it
was convening an extraordina-
ry session of the council, whi-
ch is dedicated to preventing
armed conflict, on Monday. Ze-
lensky called on Sunday for an
immediate ceasefire in the eas-
tern part of the countrv Ma-
cron blamed the separatists for
the renewed hostilities, while
Putin blamed Ukraine, the Fr-
ench presidential adviser said.
US secretary of state Anto-
ny Blinken is scheduled to meet
his Russian counterpart Sergei
Lavrov on Wednesday but Pre-
sident Biden has said the talks
will be oft if the invasion takes
place before that. Blinken =aid
on a Sunday TV talk show that
Biden is prepared to engage wi-
th Putin “atany time, in any for-
mat, if that can help prevent a
war,” but didn't sound very op-
timistic. “We believe President
Putin has made the decision (to
invade Ukraine). But until the
tanks are actually rolling and
the planes are flying, we will
use every opportunity and eve-
rv minute we have to see if di-
plomacy can still dissuade Pre-
sident Putin from carrying this
forward,” he told CNN. The US
has told allies that any Russian
invasion of Ukraine would po-
tentially see it target multiple
cities beyvond the capital Kyiv,
according to three people fami-
liar with the matter: Cities that
could also come under attack
include Kharkiv in the northe-
ast and the seaport cities of Od-
essa and Kherson in the south.

(With updamg ﬁﬂm agencies)

Russian tanks reported rolling towards Ukraine

30k Russian troops to

stay longer in Belarus

uqma s large-scale milita-
ry deployment in Bela-
rus. which the US has
long warned could be used as a
pretextto build an invasion for-
ceaimed at Ukraine, will be ex-
tended bevond Sunday, when
joint exercises had been sche-
duled to conclude, Belarus’ de-
fence minister announced. Af-
ter repeated assurances from
Russia and Belarus that the
drills would end this weekend,
the Belarusian defence mini-
stersaid that the twocountries’
militaries would continue to
“test” their capabilities becau-
se of what they claimed were
heightened tensions in eastern
Ukraine. The apparent exten-
sion of the exercises — which
Nato has said involve 30,000
Russian troops, Moscow's larg-
est deployment on Belarus te-
rritory since the end of the Co-
Id War — put further pressure
on Ukraine, which shares a
1,000-km border with Belarus
thatislargelyunguarded. Bela-
rus’ defence minister, Lt Gen
Viktor Khrenin, cited an esca-
lation of violence in eastern
Ukraineasthe reason for conti-
nuing the exercises, although
Ukrainian officials say Russia-
backed separatists are respon-
siblefor the spike in tensions.
On Sunday, separatist lea-
ders suspended a wide range of
public activities in the eastern
region, known as the Donbas,
including “leisure, entertain-
ment, cultural, exhibition, ed-
ucational, puhtic and other si-

Nepal debates US aid amid protests

Kathmandu: Nepal's govern-
ment presented a contentious
half-hillion dollar aid grant fi-

om the US for approval in parli-

: ament on Sunday, triggering a
unted instrument to the gold :
ownerand payaninterestrate :
on the precious metal. The :
commercial bank will deposit :

fresh round of clashes between
protesters and police outside
the legislature, Hundreds of pr-
otesters gathered outside parli-

: ament to try to push through
monetise it to increase the fo- :

barbed wire barricades and
pelted riot police with stones,
Police beat the protesters with

bamboo batons, fired tear gas
bruary1l,accordingtoan SBP :
statement dated December 31, :

and water canons, leaving inju-
ries on both sides, “The decisi-

: on to accept development assi-
government took a 83 billion :
loan from Saudi Arabia, rai- :
sed the most expensivedebtof :

stance 18 taken by Nepal in ter-
ms of our national interest and

priorities,” Nepal's ministry of

- foreign affairs said in a statem-
. ent. “It is the sovereign parlia-
ceived another $1 billion from :
the IMFE, But still the reserves :

ment of Nepal alone that decid-
es what development assistan-
ce is needed in the best interest

Nepal's Leftist parties
say the conditions in the
grant agreement is not
in national interest

and that it was meant
to counter China

of Nepaland its people,” itsaid.

Opposition to the aid grant
comes mainly from two of the
Communist parties that are pa-
rt of the coalition government.
They claim the conditions in
the grant agreement will pre-
vail over Nepal’s laws and thre-
aten the country’s sovereignty
They say it's part of Washing-
ton’s Indo-Pacific strategy, wh-
ich has military components
that could bring American sol-
dierstoNepal. US officials have
spoken to Nepalese leaders re-

cently to assure that the grant
concerns only Nepal's develop-
ment. The money ismeantto be
used for the construction of po-
wer transmission lines and im-
provement of roads in the Hi-
malayannation. Nepal's Leftist
political parties say it was not
in national interest and that it
was meant to counter China.
On Friday, Chinese foreign mi-
nistry spokesman Wang Wen-
binin Beljingsaid that Chinais
“gladtosee” international assi-
stance to Nepal but it should co-
me without any political stri-
ngs attached. Inside parliam-
ent, government minister Gya-
nendra Bahadur Karki presen-
ted the grant proposal. A thick
line of security personnel blo-
cked the protesting members
from approaching the minister.
The debate is expected to last
several davs. acewcies

Reuters
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FEL‘!D|E walk tuwards a monument
in the rebel-held city of Donetsk

milar events,” according to a
statement posted on their Tele-
gram channel. The statement
released by the self-proclaimed
covernment in the region offe-
red no evidence that there was
a danger to the public. And it
was partof anominousshiftin
the long-running conflict in the
Donbas, where the Russia-ba-
cked rebels in recent days have
called for civilians to evacuate
to Russia and for residents to
takeuparmsagainsta possible
invasion by Ukraine. Ukraine
has denied plans to invade, and
Western officials have descri-
bed the separatists’claimsasli-
es intended to justify amilitary
Iintervention by Moscow,

The announcement on Su-
nday is a reversal from earlier
statements. Belarus' foreign mi-
nister had said on Wednesday
that “not a single Russian servi-
ceman will remain after these
manoeuvres,” Kremlinhad also
said that Russia keeping troops
in Belarus after the exercises “is
not being considered.” nvr

Omicron wave toll
176% h1gher than
Delta’s in the US

“The Omicron wave is bre-
aking, but deaths, whi-
ch lag cases by as much

as several weeks, have sur-
passed the numbers from the
Delta wave and are still incre-
asing inmuch of the US, In14
states, the average daily de-
ath toll is higher now than it
was two weeks ago. They are
Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas,
California, Georgia, Hawaili,
I[daho, EKentucky Maine,
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Tex-
as, Utah, and West Virginia.
Since November 24, when
South Africa reported the
Omicron variant to WHO, the
US has confirmed more than
30,163,600 new infections and
over 154, 750 new deaths. ( Whi-
le US did not initially identify
any Omicron cases within its
borders until December 1,
CDC has since confirmed the
variant was in the country at
least a week earlier) By com-
parison, from August 1 to Oc-
tober 31, a similar duration
covering the worst of the Del-
ta surge in the US, the count-
rv confirmed 10,917,590 new
infections and 132,616 new de-
aths. That makes the official
case count about176% higher
during the Omicron wave
than in the equivalent-length
Delta period. (The true case
count is higher still, because
more sothan during the Delta
wave, many people have been
using at-home tests whose re-
sults aren’t included in go-
vernment statistics.) The de-
ath toll during Omicron is ab-
out17% highersofar than the

British queen tests
Covid positive, has
mild symptoms

uveen Elizabeth 1l tested
positive for Covid-19 on
Sunday and is
experiencing
mild, cold-like
symptoms, Buc-
| kingham Palace
said. The palace
. said the 95-
year-old British monarch will
continue with light duties at
Windsor Castle over the co-
ming week. “She will continue
to receive medical attention
and will follow all the appropri-
ate guidelines,” the palace
said. The gueen has received
three doses of coronavirus

AROUND THE WORLD

MASK FUN: Revellers attend
the annual carnival in Venice

vaccine. Both her eldest son
Prince Charles and daughter-
in-law Camilla have also
recently contracted Covid-19.
She recently returned to
public duties following seve-
ral months off after she was
told to rest by her doctors
after spending a night in
hospital for tests in October.

In UK, people with
Covid won’t need
to self-isolate

eople with Covid-19 won't

be legally required to self-
isolate in England starting in
the coming week, the UK gover-
nment has announced, as part
ofa plan for “living with Covid”
thatis also likely to see testing
for the coronavirus scaled ba-
ck. PM Boris Johnson said en-
ding all of the legal curbs bro-
ught in to curb the spread of the
virus will let people inthe UK
“protect ourselves without
restricting our freedoms.” Def-
ending the government's mo-
ve, Johnson denied the end to
Covid law was reckless after
some of the government’s
scientific advisers said itwas
risky and could bring asurgein
infections. Ina BBC interview
broadcast on Sunday, he said it
was time to revert to “personal
responsibility” rather than
legal mandates. “I'mnot saying
that we should throw caution
to the wind. Butit's time for
everybody to get their confi-
dence back,” he said. acencies

death toll in the Delta wave.
Deaths also remain lo-
werthan in last winter’'s sur-
ge, before vaccines were wi-
delyavailable: 233,102 deaths
were reported from Novem-
ber 24, 2020, to February 18,
2021, compared with 154,757
from November 24, 2021, to
February 18, 2022. nyr

Cops reclaim Ottawa
as trucker siege ends

he last bigrigs were being to-

wed on Sunday out of Cana-
da’s capital, where the streets
were quiet for the firsttimein
three weeks after a massive
police operation ended a three-
week siege over Covid curbs. A
major cleanup was underway in
Ottawa's downtown area, where
police faced off with trucker-led
demonstrators for two days,
finally driving them out of their
protest hub outside parliament.
On Sunday, police were manning
checkpoints restricting access
toa 500-acre area, while asize-
able force remained on standby
to defend the ground reclaimed
from the truckers. Only a
handful of protesters remained
testing the perimeter. Atotal of
191 protesters have beenarres-
ted since Friday. Police said 57
vehicles have so far been towed
out ofthe city. arp

TIME

InDec, EPFO
added 14.6L

subscribers,
arise of 20%

New Delhi: Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund Organisation (EF-
FO) added has added 14.6 lakh
net subscribers during Decem-
ber last year, an increase of
19.9% as compared to Novem-
ber 2021, said the ministry of la-
bour and employment on Sun-
dav The ministryv informed
that the provisional payroll da-
ta of EPFO has been released
on Sunday The comparison
shows an increase of around 2
lakh in net pavroll additions in
December 2021 as compared to
12.5 lakh net subscribers added
during the corresponding
month previous vear.

Of the total 14.6 lakh net
subscribers added. 9.1 lakh
new members have been en-
rolled under EPF & MP Act,
1952 for the first time, Approxi-
mately 5.5 lakh net subscrib-
ers exited but rejoined EPFO
by opting to continue their
membership with EPFO by
transferring their PF accumu-
lations from previous to pre-
sent PF account instead of opt-
ing for final withdrawal. Fur-
ther, the number of members
exiting EPFO has beennon a de-
clining trend since July, 2021.

Age-wise comparison of
payvroll data shows that the age-
group of 22-25 years has regis-
tered highest number of neten-
rolments with 3.8 lakh addi-
tions during December, 2021.
Age-group of 18-21 also regis-
tered a healthy addition of
around 2.91akh net enrolments.
Age-groups of 18-25 vears have
contributed around 46.8% of to-
tal net subseriber additions in
December, 2021, an

S NATION

~ In video before death, woman
blames hubby for slashmg neck

Ishita.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

Meerut: A 30-vear-old wom-
an running a clinic in UP’s
Bulandshahr died after her
husband allegedly slashed
her throat with a surgical
blade. Scaked in blood, she
gave a dying declaration to
police blaming him for the
act. The declaration went vi-
ral on social media.
The victim, Poonam De-
vi, got married to Neeraj
Singh five vears ago. After
allegedly facing dowryv de-
mands from her husband,
she started living separate-
lv and opened a clinic in Bu-
! landshahr, said her mother
: Susheela Devi. “Neeraj at-
tacked me with a blade,”

The victim, Poonam Devi, ran a
clinic in UP's Bulandshahr

Poonam said on her
deathbed. The couple has a
three-vear-old child.
Evewitnesses said that
Poonam was bleeding pro-
fusely when she rushed out
of the cabin of her clinic on
Saturday afternoon. She

ran to the room where her
colleagues were sitting and
asked them to call an ambu-
lance. The injured woman
then rushed outside the
clinic and alerted locals to
catch her fleeing husband.

The police reached the
gpot before the ambulance
and a constable recorded
her dving declaration. Due
to her alertness, locals man-
aged to catch Neeraj before
he could flee. Those present
atthespot placed cotton and
applied pressure on her
neck to stop the bleeding.
They also tied a stole
around it. However, she was
declared dead by the doctors
when taken to the hospital.
The accused has been book-
ed and sent tojail.

Family forgets 7L of jewellery

on train, cop brings cheer back

Nitasha.Natu
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Annampali
family wasdevastated when
they realised that they had
left behind a bag of jewel-
lery—worthRs17lakh—on
along-distance train recent-
Iv. They spent the next few
hours panic-stricken, car-
rying out searches at vari-
ous railway stations. But
thanks to a quick-thinking
policeman, they got back
their valuables,

The constable tracked
down the train to a yard,
squeezed in through an

emergency window and
managed to trace the bag
the same day. The Annam-
palis are Andheri residents
and had gone to their home-
town in Telangana to attend
an annual festival. They
were returning home on
Chennai Express. Early on
Friday, they alighted at Da-
dar station and then took a
local train to Andheri.

“On reaching home, we
realised that the bag with
the jewellery was missing,”
Anand Annampali said. Af-
ter finding out that the train
terminated at CSMT, rela-
tives approached the GRP

there and lodged a com-
plaint. “*Ourteamdecided to
checkthetrainat CSMT, but
it had already left for the
yvard at Mazgaon. Without
wasting time, one of our
constables, Ishwar Jadhayv,
went over to the vard,” said
GRP senior inspector Meh-
boob Inamdar The train
was being washed at the
time and all its doors and
windows were shut.

Jadhav found the emer-
gency window and man-
aged to get it open from the
outside. Jadhav scanned ev-
ery inch of the coach and lo-
cated the bagunderthe seat.

‘When industry isn’t providing
revenue, it should glve jobs’

In his first comments after SC set aside the stay HC

had granted on the state’s

75% domicile guota in the

private sector, Harvana LFHEI minister Manohar Lal
Khattar has strongly justified it say ing the law has
been drafted carefully so that industry is not impacted
and at the same time locals are benefited. He spoke to
TOI's Akhilesh Singh about the contentious law and
other issues. Excerpts from the interview:

There has been industriali-
sation in Harvana and
vouth from neighbouring
states expect employvment.
Besides, some experts have
dubbed the new law regres-
sive. Your comments.

B Firstly, it is the state’s re-
sponsibility to provide em-
ployvment opportunities for
their people, more than any
other agency. Secondly, there
wasatimewhen we usedtoin-
vite industries and they
would become a sourceof rev-
enue for the state. But since
GST has been rolled out, the
Industry is not a main source
of revenue.

GST has made revenues
consumption-based. The in-
dustrial sector still wants
concessions related to land.
tax benefits, cheapelectricity.
When industry is not provid-
ing revenue, the only benefit
1semployment generation. In
the 75% quota, a business
owner can decide the work-
er's qualifications or salary
or skills. This is their prerog-
ative, not ours. On these pre-
rogatives, if a Harvana dom-
icileisnotready to work, then
vou can hire from outside as
well. Itisquitesimple. Youtry
to employ 75% people, consid-

er the ones who apply from
Harvana, if vour quota is not
being fulfilled, just inform
the deputy commissioner
and hire from outside. We
have also slashed the salary
bracket from Rs. 50,000 to Rs.
30,000 per month. Only that
salary bracket is under the

TOI INTERVIEW

regulation, not skilled work-
ers whomake morethan that.
The Harvana model might
be implemented in other
states as well like we are al-
ready seeing in Andhra
Pradesh. So has there been
any dialogue between other
chief ministers and vou, as
to what exactly will be the
ramifications of this law?

M [ had spoken to SC advo-
cates. I congratulated and
thanked them for reversing
the stay that had been put by
the HC. They told me that the
expedited and easy provi-
sions in our legislation are
unmatched by any other
state’s legislation. No one is
facing any difficulty in ad-
justing to our provisions.
That’s why the SC gave its af-
firmation, The matter is still
pending with the high court...

“ In the 75% quota,
a business owner can
decide the worker’s
qualifications or salary
or skills. This is their
prerogative, not ours

Did vou discuss the law with
start-up entrepreneurs and
business owners?

B Of course. Several times. |
had pointed out the same
facts that I am pointing out to
vou. Ultimately, they agreed
with the fact that industry
doesn’'t provide revenue, only
employment. If industries
don't give employment, what
use are they? We told them to
build their offices here, give
their services here, open
warehouses, but take indus-
triestofaroff place.

Your opponents say that
Harvana has the most un-
employment as per CMIE
figures.

B [don'tbelieve inthem.Itisa
private agency and they can
have their own interests. But
the ground reality isdifferent.
In December, their figure was

34.1% and in January, the fig-
ure was 24%. So are they say-
ing that 10% of people in Ha-
ryvana got employment within
a month? We still say that
there is 6-8% unemployment.
And we are providing employ-
mentto these6-8% too, onaro-
fation basis. Every month 3-4
lakh people get added.

How has vour experience
been in running an alli-
ance government?

B [t is not a problem. Every-
one works according to their
party’s principles, but we
haven't faced any big difficul-
ties. My alliance experience
in the past has been different.
We have beenthesmaller part-
ner, but this time we are the
bigger partner. | understand
the difficulties well. Some-
times we have to explain or
reason with our partners.
Your electoral perform-
ance was the reason you
had to do form an alliance.
Have yvourecovered the pub-
lic's trust enough to get the
requisite seats next time?

B We have run alliances in
the Centre too. At the time,
BJP was alone with the ma-
jority, but we still kept alli-
ance partners. See, the more
opinions and ideas we have,
the better it is for the country
and society. We say to the op-
position too, why always
blindly oppose, we can work
together too. During election
gseason, we should see limits
are not crossed. Take Punjab,
forinstance. Kejriwalhas got-
ten so desperate as to partner
with secessionists. Kumar
Vishwas hasexposed him.
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JAISHANKAR STARTS 3-DAY VISIT TO FRANCE DURING
WHICH HE WILL ATTEND EU MINISTERIAL FORUM FOR
COOPERATION IN INDO-PACIFIC AMID CHINA TENSION

Value Will Be
Same As That
Of Regular Ones

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Come 2022-23 aca-
demic session, students who
cannot get into their target
college due to high cutofis ne-
ed not be disappointed and
grudgingly gofor their second
choice. That's because in addi-
tion to universities, nearly 900
autonomous colleges across
the country will be able to of-
fer courses remotely from Ju-
lvonwards asthe government
opens up the online education
sector in a major reform to
achieve 50% gross enrolment
ratio by 2035 in alignment
with the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020.

UGC to let 900 autonomous
colleges offer online degrees

NO NOD FROM UGC NEEDED

» Class 12 & UG pass will

be eligibility criteria for
admission to UG & PG courses
» Colleges will not
need to take prior
approval of the UGC

» Evaluation will be
done via online proctored
exam or computer-based test

learners...

If we stick to only universities, it becomes limited.
There are a large number of high-guality autonomous
colleges in the country. This will enhance access for

by National Testing Agency

» No distinguishing between
online & conventional degrees

_ » 75% attendance for
online programmes will
not be mandatory

» New regulations for
online programmes to be
notified in March this year

=M IAGADESH KUMAR, UGC CHAIRPERSON

Currently, only universiti-
es are allowed to offer online
degrees. However, the new
move will allow autonomous
colleges securingranks in the
top 100 list in respective sub-
ject category twice in the pre-
ceding three rankings of Na-
tional Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) or having

National Assessment and Ac-
creditation Council (NAAC)
grade of minimum 3.26 to
award online degrees without
prior approval of the Univer-
sity  Grants Commission
(UGC), but in compliance
with the regulations.

Also, unlike in conventio-
nal programmes where aspi-

rants are required to have a
certain score at the Class12 le-
vel, eligibility for admission
to these online undergradua-
te degree programmes will be
simply “senior secondary
pass”. Similarly for admis-
sion to online postgraduate
degree programmes, the eligi-
bility will be “pass” in the re-
levant undergraduate course.

The draft for the amend-
ment in the existing UGC
(Open and Distance Learning
Programmes and Online Pro-
erammes) Regulations, 2020
is being finalised and will be
available for feedback trom
stakeholders this week. The
new framework, accessed ex-
clusively by TOI, will let hig-
her educational institutions,
including autonomous colle-
oges, teach courses in emer-
ging areasthatmay not be pos-
sible in in-person mode.

» Flexibility in progs, P 12

- Govt asks diplomats’ kin,
- students to leave Ukrame

NSE fraud: CBI
quizzes ex-CEQ
Ravi Narain

The CBI on Saturday in-

terrogated former NSE
director Ravi Narain, who
served as the CEO before
Chitra Ramakrishna, in
connection with its ongoing
probe related to the alleged
abuse of colocation facility
by an NSE stockbroker, offi-
cialssaid on Sunday.

The investigators lobbed
several sharp questions, but
Narain was reportedly eva-
sive, He may be called again
for further questioning. On
Friday, the agency had ques-
tioned Ramkrishna.

» CBI probing others, P 11

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With the Ukraine
situation still on a knife edge,
the government on Sunday
asked the family members of
all Indian diplomats inthe co-
uniry to return to India. The
decision suggests a rethink
on the prevailing security si-
tuation by Indian authorities
who had so far maintained
the Indian mission will conti-
nue tofunction normally,
Earlier; in another advi-
sory, the government asked
all Indian students, as also
other Indian nationals who-
se stay isnotessential, tolea-
ve Ukraine. It advised them

US: Biden ‘ready to
engage’ with Putin

mid fears of invasion of
[\ Ukraine, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and his
French counterpart Emma-
nuel Macron agreed on the
need for a diplomatic solu-
tion tothe crisis. US said Pre-
sident Biden wasready toen-
gage with Putin “at any time,
inany format”. P18

to make use of available
commercial flights for time-
Iy and orderly departure.

» ‘Use charter flights’, P 12

Pak arrests
31 Indian
fishermen

I yakistan Maritime Securi-

ty Agency seized five In-
dian boats from its Exclusi-
ve Economic Zone on Fri-
day and arrested 31 Indian
fishermen for allegedly fis-
hing in the country’s terri-
torial waters.

The boats were towed to
Karachi for further legal
proceedings according to
Palkistani Law and UN Con-
vention on Law of the Sea.

Going by lists of priso-
nersexchanged by the two co-
uniries at the start of this ye-
ar, 577 fishermen were am-
ong 628 Indian prisoners lod-
ced in Pakistan's jails. P10
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Reservation for Policyholders

Policyl

OR

LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA is proposing,

DEMAT Account Opening

Go to the nearest Common Service Centre (CSC) to open a DEMAT account,

To participate, policyholders must
meet the following criteria:

Resident Individual Policyholders of the Corporation having one or more
policies of the Corporation as on February 13, 2022 and Bid/Offer opening
date are eligible.*

holder's PAN details should be updated with the Corporation
on or before February 28, 2022.

* Please also refer draft red hamnaem:sp.w.ﬂ_ﬁ!aﬂ February 13, 2022

Visit either of these websites for registered Depository Participants (DP)
to open a DEMAT account:

NSDL: https://nsdl.co.in/Open_NSDL_Demat_Account.php
~ CDSL: https://www.cdslindia.com/DP/dplist.aspx
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With united show, Yadav clan
sends message to heartiand

Members Of
Family Vow
Allegiance
To Akhilesh

Faiz.Siddigui@timesgroup.com

Kanpur: After six vears, the
body language of thefirstfam-
ily of Samajwadi Party ap-
peared robust with the Yadav
clan unitedly queuing up to
vote 1n their backyard Saifai
on Sunday, dousing anv under-
current of tension. With ailing
SP patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav who wheeled into a
booth at noon to cast his vote,
serving as the glue, the entire
Yadav family had fallen inline.
Family sources con-
firmed to TOI that MSY had a
word with Akhilesh's once-
estranged uncle Shivpal a
night before and emphasised
on the need to deliver a mess-
age of unity in the entire Ya-
dav heartland and beyond.
And it was not since 2016
that Mulayam’s cousin Ram
Gopal Yadav and his once-
feuding brother Shivpal ap-
peared in a photo-op. Not just
this, in a rare show of unity,
the duo inspected the Abhi-
nav Vidvalaya booth in Jas-
wantnagar and Shivpal tou-
ched his feet to seek bless-
ings. The message from Sai-
fai was unanimous — the
entire Yadav clan was rock-
solid behind Akhilesh to
crown him chief minister.
The Yadav clan’s stance was
in sharp contrast to its frag-
mented position in the run-
upto 2017 assembly elections.

BJP worker shot
at, SP MLA hurt
in Mainpuri
poll violence

Agra: A BJP worker was alleg-
edly shot at and injured by Sa-
majwadi Party workers during
a clash at Avadh Nagar polling
booth in UP’s Mainpuri city on
Sunday evening. Earlier dur-
ing the day, sitting MLA from
Samajwadi Party Raj Kumar
Yadav, sustained injuries after
being attacked allegedly by
BJP workers., Both incidents
took place after allegations of
bogus voting were levelled at
the two polling booths,

Former district president
of BJP in Mainpuri, Alok Gup-
ta, accused Samajwadi Party
workers of allegedly shooting
their party worker., He
claimed, “Thev shot at our
councillor but the bullet hitour
party worker, Aman Pandey,
who wasstanding there.”™ Twn

Langur now
part of team to
guard UP EVM

strongroom

Pilibhit: Days after a troop of
monkeys damaged 34 CCTV
cameras around a makeshift
election strong room at the
APMC complex in UP's Pilib-
hit, alangur hasbeendeploved
to protect the equipment, re-
ports Keshav Agarwal.

Divisional forest officer of
social forestry division, San-
jeev Kumar, said a team from
the department had caught a
langur in response to the dis-
trict administration’s “ur-
gent request”. “We took ver-
bal permission from the field
director of Pilibhit Tiger Re-
serve before trapping the lan-
gur,” Kumar said. Meanwhile,
acomplaint was filed by a wild-
life activistagainst the local au-
thorities and forest officials for
using the langur.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav with wife Dimple in UP's Saifai on Sunday

SP not safe even in its fortress: Modi

nan apparent reference to the Karhal constituency from where

SP president Akhilesh Yadav was in the fray in the third phase
of polling in UP elections on Sunday, PM Modi said that SP was
poised to lose from the seat it considered the "safest”, reports
Pankaj Shah. Addressing arally in Unnao, Modi, without naming
anyone, said the opposition leader had to rope in his ailing father,
requesting him tosecure the seat.

“One can gauge the mood when the CM candidate of a party

himselfisinsecurein his seat,” Modi said.

MSY’sbrother Abhay Ram
Yadav was the early bird. He
rode pillion on a bike to cast
his vote at Yam and soon the
other family members fol-
lowed suit. “Make nomistake,
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my nephew Akhilesh is re-
turning to power and will be
CM,” said Abhay Ram.

After party general secre-
tary Ram Gopal's tryst with
the vote, Shivpal was next in
line, followed by son Aditya,
Then came Ram Gopal’s elder
brother Chetram Yadav. Later,
Alkhilesh and his wife Dimple

quened up to vote. Talking to
reporters, Ram Gopal was em-
phaticthat SP had already won
the poll battle in the third
phase and Yogi Adityvanath
will manage to bag only 20%
votes, “Alchilesh will win Kar-
hal by amammothmarginand
the BJP candidate will forfeit
hisdeposit,” he said.

* Related reports, P11

Joining the chorus, Shiv-
pal, who's contesting from
Jaswantnagar on the SP sym-
bol, said Akhilesh’s govern-
ment will be formed in the
state. “l have the blessings of
‘Netaji’ (Mulayvam Singh Ya-
dav) and even I will be victo-
rious in Jaswaninagar with
record votes,” he said.

Karhal sees

2nd highest

turnout ever
in keen battle

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Karhal, the bas-
tion of Samajwadi Party's
first family, on Sunday regis-
tered 62.3% turnout, the sec-
ond highest in its history. The
highest turnout was in 1974
when the constituency had
witnessed 71.4% polling.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
is contesting from this high-
profile seat while BJP has
fielded Union minister Satva
Pal Singh Baghel, who is also
a former personal security of-
ficer of SP patriarch Mu-
lavam Singh Yadav. Karhal
has 3.7 lakh registered voters,
including 1.2 lakh Yadavs and
18,000 Muslims. In 1951, Kar-
hal was divided into two seats
— Karhal West-Shikohabad
East and Karhal East-Bhon-
gaon South. In 1957, the pre-
sent day Karhal was carved
out from these two seats.

In 1974, when Karhal re-
corded its highest poll per-
centage, Nathu Singh from
Bharativa Kranti Dal won
the election by a margin of
6,926 votes, Since the incep-
tion of SP in 1992, Karhal has
been dominated by SP It lost
only once in 2002 against BJP.
Backthen, Sobaran Singh Ya-
dav, the current SP MLA from
Karhal, wasamemberof BJP
and won the seat with a mere
925 votes margin against SP
candidate Anil Kumar Yadawv.

Yogi has been better CM
than I was, says Rajnath

Kapil.Dixit@timesgroup.com

Pravagraj: Union defence
minister Rajnath Singh on
Sunday candidly admitted
that Yogi Aditvanath has
been a better chief minister
of UP than he was.
Addressing an election
rally at Kalhooganj in Pra-
tapgarh district, Singh, who
was UP chief minister from
2000102002, said, “Chief min-
ister Yogi Aditvanth put all
efforts in restoring the law
and order in the state and
maintaining it, and his mo-
del is being appreciated
across the country”
Bringing law and order

back on track and improving

Union minister Rajnath Singh with
BJP's Aparna Yadav on Sunday

it was a priority for overall

development of the state and

Yogi has achieved this suc-

cessfully, he said.

“Now goons and mafia
prefer to stay inside jails. Yo-
oi's bulldozers have hecome
the talk of the town and I
haveeven advised him to pur-
chase more bulldozers,” the
defence minister said.

The properties of mafia
and goons are being demaol-
ished and the Yogi-led state
government is now con-
structing houses tor the poor
on that land, he added.

The defence ministeralso
praised chief minister Yogi's
active role for the construc-
tion of the international air-
port at Jewar and said thou-
sands of people would get
jobs because of it.

Will BJP & SAD ally again?
Netas keep optlons open.

Times News NETwork

Chandigarh: BJFP has nei-
ther accepted nor denied the
possibility of a post-poll alli-
ance with Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) in Punjab, prefer-
ring instead to wait it out till
theelectionresultsareouton
March 10. The two parties
ended their almost 24-yearal-
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PUNJAB

liance after SAD walked out
over three contentious farm
laws that kept the stateonthe
brink for over a yvear.

“Let the public mandate
come first. [ am not saying ves
or no to any possibility,” BJP
national general secretary Ta-
run Chugh said on Sunday He
was reacting to a statement
purportedly made by Bikram
Singh Majithia, the SAD legis-

ot I
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FurrnEr Pun Jah l:I'u"I Parkash Singh Badal, his son and ShD EhIEf Sukhhlr
Singh Badal, daughter-in-law and Bathinda MP Harsimrat Kaur Badal,
and granddaughter Harkirat cast their votes in Bathinda on Sunday

lator and candidate for Amrit-
sar East constituency.
A media organisation

quoted Majithia as sayving that
SADwilldecideon formingan
alliance with BJP after the
poll results are out. Majithia

later said he was misquoted.
“Our alliance is with BSP (Ba-

hujan Samaj Party) only” he
said. Speculation about a pos-

sible BJP-SAD tie-up has been

EC relaxes poll curbs further,

allows more star campalgner

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Announcing
more relaxations in its Co-
vid-19 guidelines, the Elec-
tion Commission on Sunday
raised the maximum limit for
star campaigners to 40 from
30 for recognised national
and state parties and to 20
from15for therest of them.
The poll panel has given
political parties time until
S5pm on February 23 to submit
the names of their additional
star campaigners. Thismeans
that the new star campaigners
can join electioneering from
the fifth phase onwards, as
campaigning for the fourth
phase ends on Monday,
Thelatest relaxation in Co-

AFP

A groom after casting his ballot in ArnrltEar ﬂnSunday

vid curbs comes against the
backdrop of receding num-
bers of both active and new
Covid-10 cases, particularly in
UP where polling is mid-way

and Manipur where it is vet to
begin, Also, the restrictions
putin place in the wake of out-
break of third wave are being
lifted in a phased manner,

doing the rounds lately, with
people citing PM Modi spar-
ing the SAD first family (for-
mer CM Parkash Singh Badal
and his son and party chief
CM Sukhbir Singh Badal) in
his speeches during his exten-
sive campaign in the state be-
fore Sunday’'s vote. He also
called SAD patriarch Parkash
Singh Badal after he tested
positive for Covid in January.

Sood asked to
stay at home
after SAD plaint

Bathinda: Catching Bolly-
wood actor So-
nu Seod out in
Moga on the
polling day de-
spite not being
a voter, the dis-
trict author-
ities impounded his car and
confined him to home for the
day, reports Neel Kamal.

The action came after the
SAD claimed to have spotted
Sood influencing voters out-
side some polling booths at
Landeke. Notaregistered voter
of Moga, Sonuwas supposed to
leave the town after the cam-
paign cametoanendontheeve-
ning of February 18. His sister,
Malvika Sood Sachar, is a Con-
gress candidate for this seat.




